The Will to Survive

The first requirement of any survival situation is faith. You need to believe that survival is possible in order to be determined to survive. There are hard tasks ahead, and those tasks are made harder when burdened with fear and doubt. You do not have to know the way out of the situation to get through a situation, but you need to hope and believe that there is a way.

God’s people are often faced with wilderness. The journey to any ‘promised land’ is often wrought through barriers and obstacles; most of what is best in life is hard fought and won. 
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God makes a promise to his people on one side of the wilderness about what is waiting on the other side. Believing those promises motivates God’s people in difficult times.

 Sometimes the wilderness includes not just the land and the climate, but people as well. Who you journey with and who you meet on the journey is important too.



What do you think about when you think about wilderness?

Wilderness Tip: It is sometimes nice to go for walks in the woods or countryside by ourselves, but it is always good to let someone know where you are going and what your route will be. Even if you have done the journey a thousand times, one accident can turn any garden path into a wilderness. If you have one, take a communication device with you [cell phone or walkie-talkie](turn off its ringer if you must, but leave it on. It will be ready if you need to call & you can be located by its signal. 

Entering the wilderness: Abram answers God’s call

· Genesis 12:1-7

What are some concerns that might have crossed Abram’s mind?

________________

________________

________________

________________

When you make a journey, what are your chief concerns?_______

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

God’s people begin their journey through the wilderness

· Numbers 10:1-13

What is the most important thing you do at with the beginning of a journey?___________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

What preparations did God’s people make for their journey in the wilderness?_________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

When you are not sure about where you are going, what things can help you feel sure & confident? Is this in the Bible?

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Wilderness Tip: Even short trips into the wilderness benefit from a little preparation. A short journey through the wilderness may not need a big backpack, a but a small pack can hold a personal first aid kit, a survival blanket, waterproof matches, a whistle, and a small flashlight. You might not even need it for yourself, but it could mean the difference between life and death for someone else. 

Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, goes out into the wilderness

- Mark 1:12-13; Matthew 4:1 (1-12); Luke 4:1 (1-15)

What are some of the differences in the three gospels?

____________________________________

____________________________________

These gospels are called the ‘synoptic gospels’ because they have so many similarities. 
What similarities do you see, and why do you think they are important?

____________________________________

____________________________________

John’s gospel does not mention Jesus temptation? Why might that be?

____________________________________

____________________________________

Why do you feel Jesus was inspired/driven to go out into the wilderness?

____________________________________

____________________________________

Why did Jesus need to be tempted?

____________________________________

____________________________________

Story of the wilderness

Alexander Selkirk: In 1704, this Scottish sailor was stranded on a unknown deserted island in the South Pacific Ocean. Selkirk, with only his musket, some gunpowder, some rudimentary salvaged tools and a Bible, lasted four years in complete solitude. Selkirk survived by eating shellfish, milk and meat from feral goats, and fruits and vegetables. He kept his mind alert and his spirit strong through reading his Bible. 
He was eventually discovered by an English ship in 1709.

Many have supposed that it is Selkirk’s story that was inspirational to Robert Louis Stevenson in his writing of Robinson Crusoe. 

It is not only a story of survival, but also includes a wonderful story of a growth in relationship with God, through prayer and personal reflection while in the wilderness.
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Prayer:

Lord, I can’t survive without you

And I know every moment

Is a precious gift from you.

I thank you for my life,

And my life’s journey

Help me in the wilderness of my life

That I may come to a holy place, 

and there – as on the way – worship you.

In Christ, Amen 
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Wilderness Survival

Lenten Bible Study
Doesn’t it just seem as though the church is in survival mode these days. A wilderness of distraction, detraction and disorientation threatens to tear the church apart. 

How can Christians survive this wilderness?

Journey with us through the weeks of lent in God’s Word and our shared wilderness of experience into a promised land of hope and understanding.
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