Seeing to Basic Needs

Being a survivor takes more than being a survivalist; its more than just knowledge materials and will. Surviving a wilderness only happens when your priorities meet the needs of the wilderness you are in. First of all, that means recognizing and accepting the limits of your own humanity; your weaknesses and strengths. Survival course often teach that ‘You’ are the first item on your list of basic equipment for survival: you are your own means to survival, but we believe that God is the first on our list of the way God’s people survive.

What are some things you need to live?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Make a list of what you consider to be wilderness in your life, or in the world:

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Moses {Exodus 2:15, 24:13-18}, Jesus [Matt. & Luke 4:1,2], and prophets and still others survived long durations in the wilderness without extra resources. 

What are some wilderness survival stories that come to mind from the Bible?

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

These examples from the Bible teach us that our greatest resource is God, and our connection to God is achieved through faith. 

Warmth & Shelter - Tabernacle

Numbers 2 & Numbers 10

Why might the Bible include these lists?

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

The book of Numbers describes that the camps are always to be laid out in a similar pattern no matter where they camp [Numbers 2:2]. What might be some reasons that God wanted the neighbourhood laid out in this way all the time? __________________________ ____________________________________ 

[Exodus 25-27&40] God commands that the people build the Tabernacle. What is the Tabernacle? __________________________ 

____________________________________

In the New Testament the tabernacle is seen in a different way. [Hebrews 8 & 9]
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_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Psalm 27 says: “5 For in the day of trouble
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
    he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle
    and set me high upon a rock.”
How is building a house for the Lord, building a house for yourself too?______________________

_____________________________________________

If not your Church building or your home, where might a tabernacle be? _________________

_____________________________________________

Discuss - Festival of Sukkot: Leviticus 23:39-44
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Food and& Water  

Water from the rock

Exodus 17 & Numbers 20

Water is necessary for human survival. Our bodies are made up of mostly water. How much water would be needed to refresh the Israelites? # __________ x 2L=________

How large a body of water is this? 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

This is no small stream or brook. Do we underestimate the miracle that God worked for the Israelites? _________________________

__________________________________________

Bread From Heaven

Exodus 16

We need food to remain vital and strong. 

Is the gift of manna only about filling grumbling bellies? __________________ 

What else is God doing for his people?___ __________________________________

 Wilderness Tip – Just a granola bar, or having water tablets with you can mean the difference in survival. Always travel with some means of food and getting water. 

I am the bread of Heaven . . .

John 6:31 – 41 

What is different about the bread Jesus describes, and the bread given in Exodus?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

How do we receive this bread of heaven ourselves? ________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Jesus’ Temptation

Jesus was hungry – he hungered just like you hunger, being the son of God did not limit Christ’s humanity.

We need to admit Jesus was human and humble, and we need to accept our humanity too.

How might we reject our humanity in ways Jesus did not? _______________________

___________________________________

  The devil tempted Jesus to ‘make these stone to be come bread’ [Matt. & Luke 4:1,2]. Jesus was hungry, why had he not done this all along if he could?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
   What are the three things that the devil uses to tempt Jesus?

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

How does Jesus answer these temptations?

_______________________________________

Discussions:


What does the Bible tell us about the way that Jesus and these other amazing people survived the wilderness? 

Is there something that you would say was the key to your survival of difficult times, even times of tribulation? What are some wildernesses that you have been through?

How does someone survive the impossible? Does it always take a miracle? Or is this a miracle mixed with the power of determination, and personal endurance?

JOE SIMP​SON AND SIMON YATES
It was a beau​ti​ful day for climb​ing in 1985, as Joe Simp​son and Simon Yates attempted to ascend the then unclimbed west face of Siula Grande in the Peru​vian Andes.
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But the chal​leng​ing trip quickly took a bone crunch​ing turn.

Simp​son broke his leg dur​ing the ascent, putting Yates in the posi​tion to get them both down to safety in the frigid tem​per​a​tures. Mat​ters con​tin​ued to get worse as a storm hit mak​ing vis​i​bil​ity dif​fi​cult and the ascent even more dan​ger​ous. Badly frost​bit​ten and unsure if Simp​son was alive or dead, Yates found him​self in a des​per​ate sit​u​a​tion and he cut the rope.

Well, turns out Simp​son sur​vived the 150 ft fall, and dug him​self an ice cave to ride out the storm. After​wards, he bat​tled three days with​out food and water, and though he was severely injured, man​aged to crawl back to base camp for help. ttp://blog.theclymb.com/passions/history-2/five-of-the-greatest-wilderness-survival-stories-in-history/ 
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Prayer:

Lord, I can’t survive without you

And I know every moment

Is a precious gift from you.

I thank you for my life,

And my life’s journey

Help me in the wilderness of my life

That I may come to a holy place, In Christ Amen
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Doesn’t it just seem as though the church is in survival mode these days? A wilderness of distraction, detraction and disorientation threatens to tear the church apart. 

How can Christians survive this wilderness?

Journey with us through the weeks of Lent in God’s Word and our shared wilderness of experience into a promised land of hope and understanding.
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