Preparing for Survival

Camping

  Is recreational; it is a chance to learn a few skills, or practice them, but it is mostly about getting out and appreciating nature. Remove walls between you, nature and people in your life. It’s help to see and understand your vulnerability and your personal strength & ingenuity; to celebrate the way you look at life. 

Vs. Wilderness training

   Often courses or with trainers; about challenging your strength & endurance. To gain skills/techniques for survival. Not a walk in nature, but learning to change your environment to help you survive. 

Training to survive
More than getting lost in your own back yard

Depending on your neighbours/neighbourhood camping in the yard to practice survival skills might result in a status as a survivalist zealot. 

  Chances to practice survival skills [knot typing, fire lighting, snaring] might be few and far between, but many survival skills are useful in day-to-day life. You would never put up a lean-too at work, but you use the same skills to pick a parking place. Use water saving skills to keep your garden watered during a summer drought; and first-aid skills are an asset to you and the people around you. 

   Look for things to learn and a way to use it. The more regularly you can use these skills the more refined and available they will be to you when/if you need them for survival. 

  Go camping in the backyard, or venture out into national, prov./state parks where you can both ‘rough it’ with amenities you may need. 

  The internet can be a place to learn some skills, but online survivalists can be a bit extreme; overlooking basic skills that you need.

  Guidebooks and trying these skills out is the best way to learn the skills you may need.

The Wilderness of Exile
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After many centuries in the promised land, the people of God were driven out of the land and dispersed; some never would return.
Through the books of Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Esther, Ezra & Nehemiah as well as the minor prophets, we glimpse what life was like for Jews in the Exile of Babylon; a wilderness of body, mind & spirit for all taken into it, enduring it and surviving it. ______________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________


Challenging and exercising our faith

Jeremiah 31:1-17 & 29-40

Jeremiah talks about survival in terms of:

Body (Home/Livelihood):_____________________

____________________________________________
Mind (Understanding/Knowledge):___________

____________________________________________
Spirit  (Faith/Worship): ____________________

____________________________________________
What were the challenges to the faith that Israel/Jews would have faced in Babylon? _____

____________________________________________

What are some survival skills that would have helped them endure exile? _____________, _________, ____________, _________, __________ 

Is there evidence of these in the reading from Jeremiah? __________________________________

____________________________________________
Jeremiah is sometimes criticized as a very pessimistic prophet. Are there aspects of this reading that agree with that view? __________

____________________________________________

That disagree with such a view? ____________

____________________________________________

We live in a world with many refugee and dispersed people and cultures. Is there something from Jeremiah we should share with our world today? ______________________
____________________________________________ 

The wilderness from the Jordan:

Lessons from the temptation of Jesus

Matthew 4:5-7 (8-11) Luke 4: 

Of all the places in the world, the devil took Jesus to Jerusalem, to the peak of the temple. 
Why would this be an important place? _____
_____________________
_____________________
Is this significant given what would happen to Jesus in the temple, before the authorities? ___
____________________________________________
The devil quotes scripture! [Psalm 91:11,12] 
Is this allowed?! ____________________________
Is it taken out of context? ___________________
How? ______________________________________
What has the devil actually done by quoting this passage? _______________________________
___________________________________________
Does the devil show understanding of what God is doing through the Messiah, the Christ?

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Jesus quotes a passage of scripture back to the devil [Deut. 6:16]. What authority does Jesus invoke? ___________________________________
How is Jesus answer a suitable response? ____
___________________________________________

When Jesus says, “Do not put the Lord your God . . .”, is he referring to Himself, ______ or the Father _________ or the Spirit_______?
The devil uses both scripture and the place of worship for the Jewish people as tools in the temptation of Jesus. How might we be tempted/deceived through things we use to survive in life and in faith? _________________
Jesus warns us about the coming times

Matthew 24, Mark 13

These two passages are called by some, a mini Apocalypse. What does Apocalypse mean? ___

___________________________________________
Jesus is talking about the end of time and the present time almost as if they are the same time. What does that tell you about how Jesus saw the end times? _________________________
____________________________________________

Why is Jesus telling his disciples these things? ____________________________________________

Why is it important for the Church to know this? ______________________________________
___________________________________________

And how is this ‘good news’? _______________
___________________________________________

What is Jesus first warning? _______________
How have we seen this fulfilled? ___________
___________________________________________
What signs seem to have always been going on? _______________________________________

Has the gospel reached all the ends of the earth? [Matt. 24:14] _______________________

___________________________________________
Jesus warns of false-Christs a second time. How are we to know the real Christ from those who are false? ________________________
____________________________________________
What are some false-Christs that we encounter now, and who is pointing to them? ____________________________________________

____________________________________________
How can we prepare for the times that Jesus describes? __________________________________
____________________________________________
Are you afraid? ___________________________
What does Jesus instruct us to do? _________
___________________________________________


Rita Chretien

Albert & Rita Chretien took a road that became impassable after 9km. Bogged down in mud, they climbed a hill and called 911. Repeatedly, their cellphone reached an operator but couldn’t hold the signal enough to get a location, so the Chretiens slept in their van.

Day 2: They dug out with a small shovel, but in trying to back out they sunk the deeper in another mud hole.

“We just couldn’t believe it happened. Al cried, I cried, and we prayed, ‘Lord, what are going to do now, we feel foolish you know, doing this, but it’s happened, so what do we do now?’ ” Mrs. Chretien said.

The couple finally set out, but they headed in the wrong direction; away from fully stocked cabins just 2km away that could have kept them safe until search parties located them. They turned back when Mrs. Chretien’s knee gave out. It was then that Mr. Chretien set out alone. “We prayed, and we cried, it was very emotional, we had not cried so deeply for years” Mrs. Chretien said.

Day 49: With nothing more than water, a handful of food and faith to sustain her. Rita says she survived by reading her Bible and talking to God. 
That last day on her walk for water, she was overcome with weakness. “I had fallen and could barely crawl back to the van, and I thought, ‘this must be it’,”. She crawled inside her van to lie down on its back bench and die.

“I was quite content with that and I went to sleep with the child’s prayer, ‘I pray the Lord my soul to keep.’ 

About two hours later, I awoke to a noise and it was the ATVs coming round the corner, and for some reason I jumped to my feet, yanked that door open and flagged them down,” Mrs. Chretien said.
Albert’s body was found a few Kms from the van, having died from exposure.
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/seven-weeks-in-wilderness-rita-chretien-recalls-her-nightmare/article556079/
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Prayer:

Lord, I am watching for the day,

When you will come, 

And our struggle to survive will be done.

Help me resist temptation, 
And to not follow false ways.

That we might know Christ Jesus; the Way. Guiding me through the wilderness of my life

That I may come to your heavenly kingdom, 
In Christ Amen
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Wilderness Survival

Lenten Bible Study
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Doesn’t it just seem as though the church is in survival mode these days. A wilderness of distraction, detraction and disorientation threatens to tear the church apart. 

How can Christians survive this wilderness?

Journey with us through the weeks of Lent in God’s Word and our shared wilderness of experience into a promised land of hope and understanding.
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