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A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Palm Sunday

April 1st 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: Each Tuesday morning at the church manse in Beersville

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Maundy Thursday – Our annual Maundy Thursday Dinner will be held at St. Mark’s Church hall in Bass River on Thursday April 5th at 6:30pm. There is no cost, but donations will be received to offset some expenses. If you would like to help with this meal please speak to Sandy after service on call him 785-4383.

Good Friday: 7pm at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River A Candlelight Service
Church Growth Workshop – We will be looking to host one of five workshops this spring starting after Easter. We will use the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations as a guide for this workshop. 

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated with service notes & bible study material.

Country Music Night "Oldies but Goodies" Saturday April 14th @7:00pm, Rexton Catholic Church Hall $10.00 for St. Andrew's United Church Restoration Fund.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
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The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Call to Worship NBoP 266; overhead  King of Kings (and Lord of Lords)
Liturgy & Prayer of Approach & Confession 

The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 218 Hosanna, loud hosanna  BoP 157

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 31 [selection 14-24; BoP 628] 

14    But I trusted in thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my God.
15    My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that persecute me.
16    Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy mercies’ sake.
17    Let me not be ashamed, O LORD; for I have called upon thee: let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in the grave.
18    Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak grievous things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous.
19    Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!
20    Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.
21    Blessed be the LORD: for he hath showed me his marvellous kindness in a strong city.
22    For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee.
23    O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.
24    Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 216 Hosanna (in the highest)
     BoP 489 

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 50:4-9

4The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. 5The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back. 6I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. 7For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. 8He is near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to me. 9Behold, the Lord GOD will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.
KJV

4    The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue,
    to know the word that sustains the weary.
    He wakens me morning by morning,
    wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.
5    The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears,
    and I have not been rebellious;
    I have not drawn back.
6    I offered my back to those who beat me,
    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
    I did not hide my face
    from mocking and spitting.
7    Because the Sovereign LORD helps me,
    I will not be disgraced.
    Therefore have I set my face like flint,
    and I know I will not be put to shame.
8    He who vindicates me is near.
    Who then will bring charges against me?
    Let us face each other!
    Who is my accuser?
    Let him confront me!
9    It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me.
    Who is he that will condemn me?
    They will all wear out like a garment;
    the moths will eat them up.
NIV


       Epistle – James 4:6-10

6But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 9Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 10Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. KJV

 6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:
    “God opposes the proud
    but gives grace to the humble.” 

7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 231 When I survey the wondrous cross
    
BoP 178

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 11:1-11

1And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples, 2And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him. 3And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send him hither. 4And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; and they loose him. 5And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? 6And they said unto them even as Jesus had commanded: and they let them go. 7And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat upon him. 8And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 10Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 11And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.
KJV

1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’”
4They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
    “Hosanna!”
    “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

10    “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”
    “Hosanna in the highest!”
11Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.
NIV

Sermon: Submission admission

It wasn’t a high horse. 

It was not to prove how great He was.

It is a hard thing sometimes to have the grace to submit to a hard situation, and to recognize the limitations, and have the grace to fulfill a goal in the midst of those limitations. 


History likes to tell about those who overcame the great obstacles in their life and triumphed over them. Napoleon rose from low regard among his fellow officers to march in triumph before great armies and even in defeat held onto that high regard gained from his conquests.


In our own bible when looking for an example of overcoming great obstacles we often turn to the books of Samuel and read about King David, his epic battle with Goliath, his constant struggle with King Saul, and all the other obstacles the shepherd boy overcame to become perhaps one of the highest regarded kings in history. 


But even with King David, when we look at these stories of the great figure of the world overcoming great odds to achieve their goals, when we look closely we see a power beyond might, and a skill beyond strategy leading them on their quest to regard and greatness.


I want to share with you a lesson I learned this week. It was a hard and painful lesson, which perhaps makes it the better learned. As many, or all of you know I am on the volunteer fire department in our area here. Each week members of the department gather for training sessions, honing old skills and learning new ones. Well for me it feel like all new learning, and this week’s lesson was about doing what needs to be done under great limitations. 


We have all seen those pictures of fire fighters coming our from the smoky interiors of houses and office buildings carrying rescued people. It is a wonderful image of the modern hero, in our age when heroes are often hard to find. The come out the hero, but today I am going to share with you what it is like to go in.

 
I have exercised and practiced with the breathing equipment that firefighters wear a number of times. We call them Scott packs, after the brand that makes them. This week I donned a Scott pack for practice and went into the training tower, our ‘burning building’, to search that building and rescue a trapped person. Doug Wilson was my team partner in the rescue. Grant Wilson [Doug’s twin brother] the trapped victim.


To give you a sense of what this is like, closer to what any of you have experienced; try sometime to drag a hundred pounds of potatoes, wearing oven mitts, your snowsuit, with a blindfold on breathing through a snorkel, with a backpack full of rocks. It is as easy as that.


If a fire fighter goes into a burning building, with all the added dangers besides, there is no room for cockiness and foolish heroics. The expression, grace under fire, finds its meaning in situations. In order to be the hero that the fire scene requires it will take more than physical strength, and it will take more than bruit force. It takes grace.


It means submitting to the limits of one tank of air, it means serving within the limits of not being able to see, it means admitting to yourself that your are in a situation where you have little to no control over your environment. Sure, we train at the fire department so we can come to these situations with control over ourselves and our equipment, but we also train so we have experience enough to our work with enough grace to follow commands given at the scene, and to work within the limitations, to be patient and cautious, and do precisely what is needed.


It is with that precision that we are called to act as a church. James tells the church to submit itself to God; he calls on believers to give over their sense of control – at all times – to God, and to God’s will. We struggle with this. It seems that most of the time, in most of our lives, we give ourselves over to God’s will only as a last resort. When all else fails, well then there is God. This is neither careful nor wise. 


The true diligence of the church is not shown when we come barging into a mission field, and storming into people’s lives with judgment and righteousness, blunting pointing out their wrongs, thumping our bibles and dragging others forward for baptism and fellowship [that under these sorts of circumstances is never real]. 


If it was up to my will, church services would be an afternoon thing, there would always be a snack after, the pews would be more comfortable, the music well orchestrated and contemporary. But it is not my will. There are limits.


If it were up to your will, what would be the way the church would be run, how would we live as a church if it were up to you? Think about it. Think about, recognize it, and even pray about it. And then give it up. Give it up and over to God.


Because this life of faith is not about our wants or our will. It is about God’s will and the reality is that we are called to serve a world that is burning down around in sin, it is filled up with the blinding smoke of greed, cruelty, and selfish ambition. Our society is not in the habit of submitting. It angers and frustrates us when we are told to restrict our driving because the world is running our of oil. We don’t want to confront the faces of starving children because we want cheaper food and more of it. We are, as a society, groping around in the darkness looking to rescue the world from hardship and suffer, and we are discovering that it may be us who need the rescue.


And that rescue is coming. We have that promise. For Christ Jesus who entered Jerusalem on the back of a colt, a donkey’s foal, comes just as filled with grace into our lives and he calls to each of us, he calls to lead us to everlasting safety. And like those crowds that gathered at the city gates we need to welcome in humble submission, our Lord. For Christ Jesus is our Lord, and this is God’s will.


When God sent his Son into the world, when in Christ Jesus God came into the world, the legions of heaven could have followed, the wrath of God could have been unleashed, and the nations of the world would have quailed beneath its might. But God sent a man of the most humble of circumstances to stand among us, and show the greater strength of submission, the ultimate power in letting God work through us, and not as some after thought – when all else fails. 


And so the Holy Spirit moves among us, as God’s will moves God’s people through flames and fury, famine and frustrations, and onto a glory that is greater than we could ever achieve. It is awesome to think of this, that Gods would send his own dear begotten Son in to the world, to win it by grace and submission; even to death, even death on a cross.


Let your “Hosanna!” be filled with joy as you celebrate the coming Christ; let your ‘Hallelujah!’ be filled with heartfelt praise as you recognize God’s will in your life, as you submit to his grace, and serve with Christ in the limits and the confines you face. And may you be blessed and win through in to the glory, as you stand in triumph with Christ who has won all things by God’s gracious and forgiving love. May God be praised, this day and always. Amen

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper - Handout

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 214 All glory, laud, and honour



BoP 240
Benediction 

Dismissal: [Westridge] I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
We share together here a spirit of Hope, and as God’s people we hope to welcome others to join with us in lives celebrating Christ and all He has done. As we journey along the road through temptations, learning faith, and trying to grow closer to Christ we hope that you will journey with us. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys; celebrating your faith in Christ with us.
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