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Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs. 1&2)

Alleluia, Alleluia
Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name

Jesus is Lord of all the earth
He is the King of creation Alleluia

Spread the good news o'er all the earth
Jesus has died and has risen Alleluia

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: songs 85 Great is Thy faithfulness
Responsive Reading: Psalm 114

1    When Israel came out of Egypt,
    the house of Jacob from a people of foreign tongue,

2    Judah became God’s sanctuary,

    Israel his dominion.

3    The sea looked and fled,

    the Jordan turned back;

4    the mountains skipped like rams,

    the hills like lambs.

5    Why was it, O sea, that you fled,

    O Jordan, that you turned back,

6    you mountains, that you skipped like rams,

    you hills, like lambs?

7    Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,

    at the presence of the God of Jacob,

8    who turned the rock into a pool,

    the hard rock into springs of water.
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 358 There is a redeemer
Scripture: OT – Zephaniah 3:14-20

14    Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel!

    Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem!

15    The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy.

    The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm.

16    On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang limp.

17    The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”

18    “The sorrows for the appointed feasts I will remove from you; they are a burden and a reproach to you. 

19    At that time I will deal with all who oppressed you; I will rescue the lame and gather those who have been scattered. I will give them praise and honour in every land where they were put to shame.

20    At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you honour and praise among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes,”

    says the LORD.


                NT – Romans 6:1-11

1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.

8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Hymn:  BoP 173 And can it be that I should gain
Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
[Luke 13:29]
Invitation to the Lord’s Table:

Jesus came into Jerusalem that he might celebrate the feast of God remembrance of his people, the Passover. But in God’s new covenant he did not pass over us to save us, but dwelt among us. 

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!
The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love, and be called away from death unto the everlasting life that is in Christ.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, it is spoken of through the gospels, and recorded for the church to not only read, but embody; for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith:
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that in Jesus we must recognize that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. O God, give us the grace to carry his words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him
Scripture: Gospel – Mark 16:1-8

1When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”
4But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.
6“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”
8Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.
Sermon: Fearfully wonderful


An atheist took the state to court suing them over the fact that Christians and Jews and Muslims and other religious people get holidays and atheists do not get any similar day. After a careful reading of the suit, the judge wrote his response and ruling: “Since two of the psalms [14 & 53] which are part of the holy books of the religions you mention, both state “a Fool says in his heart there is no God.” I herby rule that you Holiday is April 1st, April fools day.”

After this week; after YESTERDAY, I needed that Joke, no matter how bad it was. This morning came as a bit of a shock. I was expecting the storm to continue. I anticipated new huge banks of snow and another day of snow shoveling ahead. Instead came one of the sweetest dawns I could expect, a full sky of gradually shifting pastels until the brightness of the new day dawned and I welcomed it as fresh breath of air. Wonderfully made, and it is not yesterday.


Yesterday was one of the saddest days in my experience here as your minister. My family was sick, and our youngest went to recover at his grandparents, our eldest was pretty well recovered but still pretty weak, and Marly was ready to go back to bed after a very hard night of being sick herself. 


Yesterday the weather went from gloomy, to drizzle and fog, to slushy and gross, to stormy and scary – especially since I was out on those roads.


But what was worst, was that yesterday – this weekend it seemed, has been filled by sickness and sorrow and death. Building since the middle of the week – and I will admit much of it was because of the illness growing in my own household, many people seemed to be getting sick, or were announcing and illness or disease they were coping with. People that had up until recently seemed fairly satisfied with life began to share their sense of depression and loneliness (and that was well in good in one sense, because we were able to share and grow from that feeling, into a better sense of hope, but even as these people were finding hope and health, others were facing the real sadness that is the shadow of death, that crosses all our lives.


I was called bed-side to be present for one friend who had lost her best friend and husband. I fondly remember their marriage, but I had to fight with the real grief that my friend was dead and my other friend was beginning her grief. News of friends dying or in trouble was all I could see, as more news came in of others who on this same day and time were taken from this life. Yesterday was a dark memory, and I wasn’t expecting today to be any better.


But today is never yesterday. That is something the disciples discovered, even though they were certain that the grief of yesterday was their grief forever. The women went early to the tomb –say the gospels – they went to grieve, to place incense at the tomb and to honour Jesus one more time. It is hard to say how long their grieving would have gone on. There are some people who, when someone dies, make their whole life a shrine to the one who has died; as though the purpose of their life is to remember the dead. Was that the journey some of these women-disciples were taking?


But because of Jesus, the journey to any valley of death, and place of sadness and sorrow becomes that journey to amazing awakenings. It is never what we expect. Resurrection – like death – is an experience beyond the realms of our limited understanding of life. Resurrection is not resuscitation; not coming back from the edge of death. It means we go through the midst of death, and my some miracle God reveals life to us on the other side. 


The protestant reformer, Martin Luther, once wrote that: “Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.” He may have missed the point, because even though we cannot see the spring or the leaf in winter it is still expected. What Jesus did, he predicted and prophets fore-told all that he would do, but as Jesus had done.

The Gospels do not explain the Resurrection; the Resurrection explains the Gospels. Belief in the Resurrection is not an appendage to the Christian faith; it is the Christian faith. [John S. Whale]
And when we have those darkest days where the shadow of death seems to overwhelm everything around us, even if our hearts cannot feel it, our spirits must hope for the day of resurrection.

It was more than the women who went to the tomb could first accept, because the fear of the wonderful had overwhelmed them into silence. The open tomb, the angel in bright raignment, and most of all the news they spoke, they were overwhelming! It was too amazing!

But this good news is not only that Christ is risen, but because Christ is risen, death is defeated. Death is not and is never the end. The answer to the question “Is there life after death?” is “Yes!” and that life is in Christ Jesus. Leon Morris is an immigrated-Australian theologian who wrote “”The same power that brought Christ back from the dead is operative within those who are Christ’s. The Resurrection is an ongoing thing.”

When faced with the harsh starkness of death our human expectation is that sorrow will continue, and that it will continue forever, but the truth of Christ Jesus is not the cross stained with blood alone, but the truth of the Christ and Messiah of God is the empty tomb. This is the day of resurrection, and we celebrate not only today but on this first day of every week of the year. We come together to worship God remembering together and celebrating Christ’s resurrection, until a last we come to the day of our own resurrection, the day of the Lord’s victory, and there will be on that day no room for a shadow of doubt nor the darkness of our fears, for we will be caught up in the wonder of our wonderful God, who fearfully and wonderfully has made us and in His love will remake us more wonderfully still in the resurrection. Amen.
 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Alf, Heather and her family, and the family and friends of Kirk Campbell
Announcements:  
Condolences – The prayers of the congregation are extended to the family and friends of Kirk Campbell who died suddenly yesterday. Our prayers are especially with Michelle and Christina & Sarah and with Alma. May God bless and keep you all.


Prayers are also with Heather Morton who cousin David in Winnipeg who passed away after a long battle with cancer. Garth and Heather are both out today with the flu.
Maundy Thursday – We are thankful to our gracious hosts at St. Paul’s Brown’s Yard as we recalled the night Jesus was betrayed.
Good Friday – Thanks goes to everyone who participated and made the service so personal as we remembered the crucifixion of our Lord and Saviour
Communion– If you know of anyone who was unable to participate in our celebrations of the Lord’s Supper and would like to have it brought to them in their home please speak to either the minister or the elders

Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery Investigation Committee (Doug Blaikie, Kent Burdett, Sylvia Harris, Dallas Davis) assessing the viability of the pastoral tie within the Pastoral Charge the week  of April the 15th. They would like to have this meeting at one St James Beersville. 

Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Will start after Easter, April 14th at 2pm and we are hope that with the improved weather lots of  people can get out and enjoy some fellowship and share God’s word.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Yoga – Classes on hold in Harcourt, but are ongoing Mondays in Clairville

BLMS - 6th Annual BLMS Community Breakfast and Yard SaleSat. April 25th at Bonar Law Memorial School 8-12pm Breakfast is a goodwill donation
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 218 Crown Him with many Crowns

Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs. 3-5)

Alleluia, Alleluia
Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name

We have been crucified with Christ
Now we shall live forever Alleluia


God has proclaimed the just reward
Life for all men, alleluia! Alleluia

Come let us praise the living God
Joyfully sing to our Saviour Alleluia
Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Acts 4:32-35, Psalm 133, 1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-31

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Alf, Heather and her family, and the family and friends of Kirk Campbell
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Mission Moments World Health Day Worldwide, women make up more than half of the 35 million people living with HIV around the world. Frustina was in denial when she first started experiencing symptoms. Her husband had died of AIDS seven years earlier and she was concerned that she might have contracted HIV. Finally, Frustina was tested and it was confirmed that she was HIV positive. While she was initially concerned about how her community would react, Frustina has been overwhelmed by their support. Home based care volunteers— supported by a Presbyterian World Service & Development program—came to help with household work, brought food and provided medication for pain relief. She also joined an HIV support group that comes together and supports and encourages each other. Frustina shares, “I am staying positive. I am healthy and able to work on my own.” 
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