A Fellowship of the Christian Church 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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Welcome, and may God’s grace be yours this day and always

ORDER OF SERVICE

Advent IV – Love

December 18th 2011

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship – Advent IV – Love – Liturgy 

Announcements: 

Christmas Candlelight Service Tonight at St. James Presbyterian Church, Beersville at 7pm. Come early to hear some of Marly’s piano students share their Christmas favourites.
Worship on Christmas Day! This year we will be holding worship on Christmas day, continuing our practice of regular Sunday worship. This will be a special service, and we look forward to welcoming members of other church families in our community who will share in readings and prayers in the service. We will gather as one family to celebrate Christ’s birth at St. Mark’s in Bass River 10am Christmas Sunday morning.

Christmas Eve Services:

Our Family Christmas Service will be 4pm at St. Andrew’s in Clairville. This service includes a special Children’s story-time, and the songs that made you smile light up when you were a child. 

Our Traditional Christmas Service will be held at 7pm at St. Mark’s in Bass River. We gather with candles lit, and sweet old songs to sing. Bring friends and family, young and old, to a traditional country Christmas Eve service. 

Bible Study: Christmas party at Seaside restaurant in Rexton. Tuesday [Dec. 20] 4pm. Call Sandy if you are bringing a friend so he can extend the reservation.
Bible School in Clairville – During Church in Clairville

Choir Choir Christmas Dec. 21st party 7pm @ Heather’s and Garth’s

Condolences are extended to George and the family of Shirley Ryan, who passed away last Sunday. The family wishes to thank everyone for being so supportive to them and also to Shirley through her long illness.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
"Memorial Bulb" Christmas season fundraisers

St. James Presbyterian Church, Beersville; will be lighting a Christmas tree in memory of loved ones.  Memorial bulbs are available for designation at $10 each; call Shelley Cail at 785-4323, Doreen Cail at 523-9357, or Audrey Glencross at 785-1983. 

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River; Memorial Christmas Campaign is receiving donations. Names will be posted on its memorial placard. 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Clairville, Memorial Bulb campaign. To make a donation please contact Marie Fillmore [785-4694], Rose Fillmore [785-], or Cathy Little [785-4319].
Opening Praise: BoP 121 In the bleak mid-winter

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 67 [BoP 641] 

Children’s story – A bigger promise than we can handle

Children’s Hymn: BoP 127 While shepherds watched   

Scripture Readings:


            OT – 2 Samuel 7:1-13
1After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”
3Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.”
4That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:
5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’
8“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. 10And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.
“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 12When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
       Epistle – Romans 15:7-17

7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs 9so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written:
    “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
    I will sing hymns to your name.” 

10Again, it says,
    “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again,
    “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
    and sing praises to him, all you peoples.” 

12And again, Isaiah says,
    “The Root of Jesse will spring up,
    one who will arise to rule over the nations;
    the Gentiles will hope in him.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
14I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another. 15I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
17Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.
Hymn of Illumination: BoP 128 See amid the winter’s snow

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 1:26-38
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with God.”
38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.
Sermon:  

What was God building when he chose one family to become a nation; to be the chosen people?

What was God creating when he carried the people through impossible odds to survive being conquered by other nations, exiled to other land?

What was God building when he established the line of kings, from David through his descendants?

At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Christ, born into the most humble circumstances. Yet it is mentioned in the gospels of Matthew and Luke, that humble Jesus was born of the line of kings, of the great first king, David.


As the book of Samuel tells us, David was chosen to be king, not because he was the biggest and strongest, but because he had the deepest faith. So while he had skills and intelligence, and would develop strength and the martial skills of a soldier, David was his best, his wisest, when he was obedient to God and faithful to God’s laws. 


But David was not perfect. The bible tells us how several times, David would make some terrible mistake, sin an awful sin, and would be confronted with his own sin and the cost of that sin. And then the stories of David tell us how David would try and make up for his mistakes. 


Just a short side-note here on sin. Sin and suffering are a part of our lives, they are a part of everyone’s life, and just because we give our lives in faith to God does not mean that we then are excused from suffering. Even though we declare our faith, and live out our faith in all of our lives, does not mean that ‘sin’ and all the struggles that go along with sin are suddenly removed from our lives. And there is no amends that we can make that can change that, and no act that can remove the cost of sin from our lives.


And so, because of sin, there is sadness in the world. We have experienced deep sadness in our community, in the illnesses of our neighbours, the poverty we know many families live in, the tragedy of a child’s death, and the fear and frustration that come from broken trust, and lost dreams. And simply to put an end to all of this sorrow, we like David try to make amends for what sin we have committed, and the sadness we have caused.


But as it is so often said in the Psalms, and written about in the letters Paul and others wrote to the early church, if the full measure of our sin was put upon us who could stand. If I could stand here and list all your sins, and all the pain and hurt each of you have caused, whether in conscious action or ignorant disregard, not one of you could stand it. And who would be as keen to point me out as the minister of these churches if you knew the history and measure of my sin, for while you might recognize he as someone holy I am no less capable of sinning than you are.


King David, when confronted with the sin of his own life, and his participation in the worst characteristic of humanity, tries to offer some kind of amends. And this is not like we imagine the Roman Catholic confessional response to sin ‘Say a few prayers, and do so-and-so hours of penance in service’ , but in the best measure of himself he tries to make up for all his sin on a kingly measure. Perhaps even including the sin of his own people, and the sin in their history, David offers to make God a temple, a house. 


King David reminds me a great deal of Simon Peter. When Jesus took Peter and John and James up to the top of the mountain to pray and when they were up there Jesus appearance changed and two figures, those of the great prophets Elijah and Moses, appeared with Jesus, and then the voice of God spoke out of the heavens, and in that moment Peter offered to build some huts for Jesus and the prophets.


God does not need a hut. God did not need a temple built for him or for his glory. God does not need this house of worship, or any church building  – great or small – anywhere in the world. And while our buildings are dedicated to the glory of God and for the worship of God, it is us who need these buildings. And we need these buildings for more than just a place to worship in once a week or so. We need these buildings for more than holding weddings, the sacraments of faith, funerals. We need these buildings as a reminder, and landmark in our midst helping us and others identify our faith.


But we should not be mistaken, as was David, that we can gain anything or make up for anything by way of this building or any other physical, mental or spiritual act. Our lives as Christians are not about making up for our mistakes, or trying to solve all the problems of the world. Our lives as Christians is about loving Jesus, and living out that love every day of our lives. 


When the prophet Nathan responded to king David’s desire to build a temple for the housing of the ark and the worship of God he tells David that it will be the work of his descendants, of one who will come after to truly build for God a temple. Yes, Nathan is speaking about Solomon and the temple that Solomon would build and the worship of God that would be developed under Solomon wise reign as king; but even more so, Nathan words contained the promise of the coming anointed Saviour, who would build for God a temple that would know no end. Nathan was speaking about Jesus.


 And so the words of the angel that came and spoke to young Mary were the fulfillment of the promise God had made to David a thousand years before. A thousand years between the words of promise spoken to the fulfillment of that promise coming to light in Christ Jesus. 


The prophet Nathan said, “The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. “

The angel of God said to Mary, “You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” 


That throne, that temple, and the gathering of the people before God was formed through God’s will, and God’s time and by God’s hand. Our salvation is not something we create, but something we receive. 


Look at Mary. She not ask what she has to do, she accepts what God is doing through her and only asks to understand how God is making the impossible a possibility in her.


And that needs to be our question; our request of God in our prayers, and the way we live out our faith each day of our lives. We need to ask God to help us understand to take us from our lives in sin, to eternal lives in salvation. The transformation that is going on in you through your faith in God is something that we need to ask God to help us understand. We need that revelation in order to understand what the bible is saying, not only about what has taken place thousands of years ago, but about what the bible still tells us is going on in our lives today.  We need that revelation that comes with faith, to see the sorrow and sin in our world and to be a part of God’s solutions in the miracles God is performing in our midst, even in those places of deepest sadness and suffering.


And through Jesus the Christ, may it be for us just as God has willed, and may we all shine with the strength of our salvation, the love of God as it lives in the people who gather in Christ’s name – now and ever. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 129 Once in royal David’s city 
Benediction

Dismissal: Hope is a star [vs. 4 back of bulletin]
Love is a flame that burns in our heart.
Jesus has come and will never depart. 
When God is a child there's joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
And none shall be afraid.
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