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A Christian Church, at Christmas

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Clairville

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch
The Presbyterian Church in Canada

Organist: Rodney Girvan
Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

Friday December 24h , 2010 – Christmas Eve

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome  - 

Opening Praise: BoP 139 “Twas in the moon of wintertime
Scripture:  Luke 2:1-7

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register.
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
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Prayer of Approach & Confession
 

The Christ Candle [Insert]
Special Music: Our Children Singing

Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7 

2    The people walking in darkness
    have seen a great light;
    on those living in the land of the shadow of death
    a light has dawned.
3    You have enlarged the nation
    and increased their joy;
    they rejoice before you
    as people rejoice at the harvest,
    as men rejoice
    when dividing the plunder.
4    For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
    you have shattered
    the yoke that burdens them,
    the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor.
5    Every warrior’s boot used in battle
    and every garment rolled in blood
    will be destined for burning,
    will be fuel for the fire.
6    For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
    And he will be called
    Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7    Of the increase of his government and peace
    there will be no end.
    He will reign on David’s throne
    and over his kingdom,
    establishing and upholding it
    with justice and righteousness
    from that time on and forever.
    The zeal of the LORD Almighty
    will accomplish this.
Reflection: The Angels’ Announcement!

When you need to get someone’s attention, what is it that you do? Perhaps you phone them, or text them. You could send them an email, but that’s almost getting old fashion. What do you do?

From the shouts of “HoHoHo, before we get the “Merry Christmas” we all know is coming to the shaking of jingling bells before the first holiday advertisements begin clouding our attention


And what does God do when he needs to get our attention? [introduce the bell craft for the children].


One of the key part of the Christmas story is the parts about the angels. The angel shows up to tell Zechariah that he and his wife Elisabeth are going to have a son [ a son who would become John the Baptist], the angel Gabriel comes again and speaks to Mary to tell her that she would become pregnant with God’s Son. Joseph is also visited by and angel,[a voice in a dream]. The shepherds are visited by one angel and then by a whole heavenly host. The wise men, guided by a bright shining star, Go to Bethlehem to find Jesus, and are warned by a dream to part quickly to avoid Herod; a warning that is passed on to Joseph in a dream of his own. 


These angelic messages are sent around more briskly then text messages on the night of a high-school dance. Everybody seems to get to meet hear and be terrified by an angel. 


In the whole rest of Jesus story these angels remain silent until Jesus is crucified. It is only after Jesus is separated for his disciples that the angel correspondence rekindles. 


“Angel” in the original common Greek of the first century – from the time of Jesus – simply means ‘messenger’. It could refer to anyone who was passing on a message. Passing notes in school, or texting, or emailing, we are just being a bunch of little angels aren’t we; please, for both our sakes, don’t try that as a joke. 

 
Messengers are used as a go betweens; they take the message from the author to the recipient. In reading back through the bible it seems that more and more people were encountering the vision of angels rather than hearing from God directly. Jacob saw the angels coming and going on the ladder in his vision, but it seems that Jacob actually wrestle with God rather than an angel. But from Jacob, until the time that Jesus came, angels appeared more and more often in the bible stories. The angels of God are everywhere on the night that Jesus is born and then they don’t have much in the way of messages that Jesus is not delivering himself.  


We sometimes only talk about angels as those supernatural creatures with white gowns and wings. But the angels that come into the Christmas story as more than men and women [or neither] on wings with harps and trumpets. The greatest duty of angels is to draw attention to Jesus, they draw our attention from everything else that happens in the story. They draw Joseph’s attention of Mary becoming pregnant so that Joseph can see what God is doing through the child that was being born. The angels draw the shepherd’s attention from their duties of caring for the sheep to someone a whole lot more precious. They messengers who use everything they have to make sure their message is heard, and they do it so well we are still hearing their words today.


And as we pass those words along wiothall the excitement and noise we make over these days we are like the shepherds who kept sharing what they heard, we are like angels themselves who stretched throughout the heavens praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill upon all in God’s favour!” 

Hymn BoP 123 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly


Scripture: Luke 2:8-14

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
[image: image3.jpg]


14    “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
Children’s story – The Angel Came to Nazareth 
by Anthony Knott 

read by Marly Sutherland
Hymn BoP What Child is this [NBoP 161]
Scripture: Luke 2:15-20 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
Reflection: Ready set, CHIRTMAS!!!
The list that seemed so daunting a month ago is now covered in check-marks. The pace that you have been keeping is just about done and about now you are feeling the urge to kick you feet up and enjoy the holiday. And honestly I hope that next year you get that feeling before you get to church, but that might take another year’s preparing on all our parts.


We work ourselves up into this frenzy, which can happen even when we try and avoid the business of the holiday. The children are excited, and if the children are excited we all know the grandparents are excited too. While you might be tempted as responsible adults and parents to try and reign it in and stuff it back under the tree, well tonight is not about stopping the party.


Tonight and in the coming days there should be a lot to take in, and think about, and talk about. Christmas is one of those holidays we try so hard to make memories, and we make those memories remembering Christ. A lot can happen, and a lot does, our hearts and minds are sensitized by the required joy of this season. We all know that joy and happiness is not something that everyone feels this time of year, and there are lives that are surrounded in love but seem shrouded in sorrow. 


As you gather with each other through this evening, and through tomorrow, and through the week, I hope you will find Christmas; just like all those country and pop songs talk about. 


So I would like for you, just for this moment, to look beyond your presents, to look beyond your feasts, and you family gatherings. I’d like for you to look beyond your charitable acts and gifts; where is Christmas? Is there a Christmas for you that is beyond the baking, and the gift wrapping? Is there a clear sense of Christmas after the Christmas photos are taken and printed and the Christmas cards are sent out? Or is Christmas just that time that you recover from all the other Christmas things you’ve given, and been doing?


Christmas is the celebration in our lives when we pause, like the shepherds paused from their watch in the fields to bear witness and to share that witness with the world around them. We look closely into our own lives to see if we can still see God’s direction in our lives, as the wise men who followed a star so they could come and worship Christ. And in this Holy Day of Christmas before us we need to build up that treasure house in our hearts of all the memories made bright in the light of God’s love in the Son he gave for our salvation. 


We gather in the midst of our own tragedies, our public and private sorrows and strife, and we gather around that manger in a stable. Though humble, though perhaps not what we would expect from the creator of all things, though humbling in comparison to the riches we fill our celebrations with, there is nothing that can stunt or hide the celebrations of Christ’s birth.


Are you ready? Everything set? Merry Christmas, and God bless 
Offering & Offertory

Hymn BoP 141 Away in a manger

Prayer of Thanksgiving[Responsive]
Lord God of all, we give you thanks for all.

For all you have made, for us you have saved, for friends and for family, and for me and your strength in me. 

With joy and excitement we look to tomorrow
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You call us by name and You quiet our sorrows

We rejoice in the words the angels declared.

And startled the shepherd as the voice rang through the air.

Help us to share message they sounded

Lord, like the shepherds, let us too be astounded. 

That we too might wonder at the Christ who is born.

Lord, let us as your children, shine with your light

That you love will shine through us in the woirld’s darkest night.

In Christ, Lord, we pray for you grace from above.

Embrace us and keep us in your arms of love.

Amen

Hymn BoP 130 O little town of Bethlehem
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
Benediction

Hymn BoP 122 Silent night
 Everyone is welcome to gather again at seven this evening at St. Mark’s Presbyterian in Bass River. 

 We look forward to seeing you this Sunday [Tomorrow at 10am] as we gather for worship with our brothers and sisters in the community at St. Mark’s, in Bass River. 

Thank you everyone who gave generously to the work of this congregation and the pastoral charge. As well a word of thanks come from the Angel Tree program and the food banks in Richiboucto and in Moncton for the contributions that came from the members of the Church and its groups. For all the ways you have shared the blessings you have been given, God Bless you and Merry Christmas.
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