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A Christian Church, at Christmas

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch
The Presbyterian Church in Canada

Organists: Mrs. Marly Sutherland, Mrs. Bev Dunn, Mrs. Heather Morton
Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

Saturday December 24h , 2011 – Christmas Eve

ORDER OF SERVICE

Call to Christ’s Cradle – There is a stillness that grows in the air as our breath catches at the surprise of God’s will, for God did not come down from on high to rule and dominant the people of the earth, but Christ arose in our midst that we all might be raise and saved to be called heirs with him. Heirs of God’s love Rejoice! And with me sing the praise again of Christ Jesus!
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Hymn BoP 120 O come all ye faithful 

Prayer of Approach & Confession 
Assurance from God’s Word [Titus 3:4-7]

4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 


Scripture: John 1:1-14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.
3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 

10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
The Candle of Hope

Our spirit is strong because of God’s promise

God keeps all his promises, and hears our prayers

The answer of our prayers, and the fulfillment of God’s word is Jesus

“Hope is come!” so the song rings on through the night [the candle of hope is lit] 

Hymn BoP 141 Away in a manger


The Candle of Peace

Tonight we still our anger, and quiet our lives

To listen for the voices of angels singing “Peace on all the earth!” 

Tomorrow we look for an end to war, sorrow and suffering [the candle of peace is lit]
Let the peace of Christ shine as a light from our lives
Scripture: Luke 2:1-15
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register.
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14    “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
Hymn What Child is this [NBoP 161]
Reflection – 

We are simply left to wonder at it all. That is the great mystery that we celebrate at Christmas. In the midst of a world of sadness, and of suffering all around us, when we glance from TV screen, to messages on our computers, to the dire news that caps the hour on our radios; it comes at us from every side, and can overwhelm as it floods into our lives. 


And for so many people that flood overwhelms, and is their only answer to a world of questions. The shadow of doubt becomes the darkness that overshadows them, and as we say ‘Merry Christmas’, we hear some mumbled, grumble: “Bah! Humbug!!”


But God sent His Own chosen and anointed one, who would not rule over us as a tyrant master, but as one who we might not have chosen. God sent his Son and in knowing the son we know also for the father for the father and the son are one, and this also is against the way we would chose to have it.


But for so long, when given the choice, God’s people chose wrong. We hide ourselves in the comfort of our darkness of sin and became and beings and spirits the captive of sin and deceptions. We have to truly open our eyes and our lives to accept something on faith rather than have it proven. 


There is the proof of God’s grace and God’s love, that we do not have to rely on our own ability to understand but are given everything we need to accept God’s love in faith. This is something that was never before available to human kind. No longer do we need to prove through the contrition to the law, but in a free response of faith and love turn to God and God’s laws obey them with joy and not fear.


Jesus does not need to be figured out. He is announced quite plainly, to Mary and to Joseph; and even though his coming is so much a mystery they accept God’s will and in faith discover the joy that Christ bring, even while is was only on His way. Mary, serving God in a way no other women would ever would serve, and Joseph being made a father to God’s own Son.


And still from the hills came shepherds, who having heard from herald angels, came into the down search for the answer to their faith, and finding all as the angels had told them they went out and into the town, themselves acting like the angels, praising God and tell all that God had done.


And from that stable something very new and very wonderful was happening. The world in the seeming concrete shadow of doubt and fear was being shown – not simply a new light, like a new prophet – the world was being shown the very light of its creation, hearing the very Word by which all things were brought into being, God’s whole being made into humanity that all creation might be saved through him; and that there be no doubt of anyone being left out he was even humbled in his humanity; taking the form of a servant, an infant born in a stable, not a palace.


Even the wise men, who came to the palace in search of the prince of peace were willing in their belief to move on from that place to the town of Bethlehem, to bow and lay gifts before him, as kings themselves accept with faith the revelation before them in the humble setting. Kings bowing before a child born in manger, amazing.


It all seems senseless, and out of order. Kings should not bow before a babe born in a stable, and shepherds should not be the earthly heralds of a king, and a man and woman should inquire more carefully into the suspicious circumstances of the parenthood of this child. And if that’s how you are a feeling, or if you find yourself feeling this when faced with the Christmas story, then perhaps it is time to look into your lives and check again, what are order are you in? Do you need the burden of proof in order to say you have faith, or can you rest in faith and trust in God for your salvation? 


Tonight we gather in faith that this day, this celebration is about more than our families and our festivities; we rejoice in God who does not simply meet our expectations but who goes beyond them in every way. And God calls us onward in this same faith. Perhaps it will mean we change the way we do things, or how we face the assumptions of our lives and how we live out our faith, but God is there, and will always be there, holding us together as a family through Christ Jesus, who we celebrate with joy on this eve.  
Special Music: 
The Candle of Joy

In joy, Mary heard the angel’s proclamation

That she would bear the salvation of all people into the world

In joy she held her salvation in her arms  

Jesus, our joy, born to us all, to save us. Rejoice!!

[the candle of joy is lit]
Hymn BoP 134 Joy to the world 
Offering & Offertory

Hymn BoP 144 It came upon a midnight clear
Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer

Scripture: Isaiah 52:7-15

7    How beautiful on the mountains
    are the feet of those who bring good news,
    who proclaim peace,
    who bring good tidings,
    who proclaim salvation,
    who say to Zion,
    “Your God reigns!”
8    Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
    together they shout for joy.
    When the LORD returns to Zion,
    they will see it with their own eyes.
9    Burst into songs of joy together,
    you ruins of Jerusalem,
    for the LORD has comforted his people,
    he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10    The LORD will lay bare his holy arm
    in the sight of all the nations,
    and all the ends of the earth will see
    the salvation of our God.
11    Depart, depart, go out from there!
    Touch no unclean thing!
    Come out from it and be pure,
    you who carry the vessels of the LORD.
12    But you will not leave in haste
    or go in flight;
    for the LORD will go before you,
    the God of Israel will be your rear guard.
13    See, my servant will act wisely;
    he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.
14    Just as there were many who were appalled at him—
    his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man
    and his form marred beyond human likeness—
15    so will he sprinkle many nations, 

    and kings will shut their mouths because of him.
    For what they were not told, they will see,
    and what they have not heard, they will understand.
The Candle of Love

The light of the world is the love of God

God’s light shines through the acts of love we share 

For love is born of God, and God so love us as to bring Christ to mirth 

Love is born in Christ 

Special Music:  

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” - which means, “God with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
Hymn BoP 144 It came upon a midnight clear
The Christ Candle [see bulletin insert]

Hymn BoP 122 Silent Night
Benediction

_________________________________________________________

Merry Christmas Everyone,

May God bless you, yours, and all with whom you will share the joy of the Good News: Christ has come, and is coming again!
Tomorrow we will be hosting worship here at St. Mark’s at 10am as a special 

Thank you everyone who gave generously to the work of this congregation and the pastoral charge. As well a word of thanks come from the Angel Tree program and the food banks in Richiboucto and in Moncton for the contributions that came from the members of the Church and its groups. For all the ways you have shared the blessings you have been given, God Bless you and Merry Christmas.

4
4

