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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome  - Isaiah 52:7-10

     
Candle of Hope is lit

7    How beautiful on the mountains
    are the feet of those who bring good news,
    who proclaim peace,
    who bring good tidings,
    who proclaim salvation,
    who say to Zion,
    “Your God reigns!”
8    Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
    together they shout for joy.
    When the LORD returns to Zion,
    they will see it with their own eyes.
9    Burst into songs of joy together,
    you ruins of Jerusalem,
    for the LORD has comforted his people,
    he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10    The LORD will lay bare his holy arm
    in the sight of all the nations,
    and all the ends of the earth will see
    the salvation of our God.
Opening Praise: BoP 120 O come all ye faithful        

Prayer of Approach & Confession [Responsive]
 

O Lord of the cosmos, setting swirling starlit skies to shine and show the way

Your angel messengers call us to seek for your love in the humble manger 

Though we might be fearful, the angel joyful songs awaken our deepest hopes  

And we join with angel choirs, we shall announce “Glory!” and “Peace!”

That those who are in the fields may hear, those at rest may rise and sing

Shine into our lives and stay; be our light, our truth, our way. 

Our humbled hearts welcome you, our spirits raised we are inspired.

We welcome Christ, who came as a little child

The Saviour of all, Son of God, Emmanuel

Grace has dawned, our hope fulfilled, joy is come

From this home of praise to our home high above.

May we as your children shine with Your love. Amen

Assurance from God’s Word [Titus 2:11-14]

11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.
Scripture:  Psalm 98

read by Willah Ryan
Candle of Peace is lit

1    Sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things;
    his right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2    The LORD has made his salvation known
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3    He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
    all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
4    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
    burst into jubilant song with music;
5    make music to the LORD with the harp,
    with the harp and the sound of singing,
6    with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it.
8    Let the rivers clap their hands,
    let the mountains sing together for joy;
9    let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.
Hymn BoP 132 Hark! The herald angels sing
Scripture:  Matthew 1:18-25
read by Garth Morton 
Candle of Joy is lit 

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,£ because he will save his people from their sins.”
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”£—which means, “God with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
Scripture:  Luke 2:1-14 

read by Sheila Ryan
Candle of Love is lit
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register.
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ£ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14    “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
Reading – The Christmas Story written by Patricia A Pingry




 read by Sheila Ryan



Crafts will be available for the children to do during the rest of the service
Hymn BoP 141 Away in a manger 

Special Music – 
Reflection: Christmas in Mind
What do you think about when you think about Christmas? I mean, when you say you have to get ready for Christmas what is on the list? What are you considering?


I am glad, and you are proof a plenty, that on that list was tonight. I am glad that even though regular church attendance is down right across the board in every church it seems, but on Christmas, on Christmas Eve I am actually seeing more and more year to year. People make it a point because this is what comes to mind in the celebration of Christmas.


As so, in that spirit I would like us all to step back for a moment into the Christmas story, because what we have for a Christmas story comes from someone keeping Christmas in mind a long time ago, and remembering it and thinking about everything that happened.


The gospel of Luke tells us of wonderful things that happened that first Christmas night. Mary and Joseph, though not finding a room – they find a place to rest, and in their place of rest, a stable the little baby Jesus was born. To them a little child, but for us and the whole universe the Son of God.


This is where Hollywood give the dramatic music and special lighting, but as far as the bible tells us the baby is born and is wrapped in swaddling bands, which either Mary had packed or made from a piece of cloth, and then the child is laid in a manger. 


A birth is a beautiful thing and for most births that is pretty well how it goes. Oh, sometimes family stop in, and there can be a gathering of friends the next day or once the family gets home, but for the birth of Christ it was the local shepherds were the visitors that night. Hey [no pun intended] they were in a barn anyway, of course it would be the shepherds who came by. 


And while we might just call them shepherds on of the ancient roles for shepherds in Jesus time and long before, was for them to be watchmen. They would watch the hills around town for incoming people, armies, and send warnings through fire signals and horns. 

When the prophet Isaiah says, “Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.” The prophet is speaking about the shepherds, and all of this gets recorded in a very special place.

After we sing the next hymn Jean is going to give a reading that tells us that the story of Christmas was recorded first in Mary’s heart where she would think about and feel again the feelings of wonder and joy as she and others did on that night. What we read in the gospel of Luke could very well be the result of Luke sitting down with Mary and asking her to tell the story of what took place. It is such a real and personal telling.

What do you treasure and ponder in your heart, what do you record from Christmas to Christmas, and what are some Christmas memories you will never forget. Like Mary, pass on what you treasure that the good news alive you might be  the inspiration of a life of faith for generations to come.
Hymn BoP 144 It came upon a midnight clear 

Offering & Offertory - 
Scripture: Luke 2:15-20




read by Jean Chilcott
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
Special Music - by Heather Morton
Reflection: A Candle at Christmas
{lights off}

    
Why do we still use candles?

Light bulbs, now with LEDs we could turn on the LED of the first Sunday of advent and leave it on at the church ALL December. With a light bulb there is no wondering if someone brought matches or a lighter, either, just click a switch. Why not just the five flashlights of advent?

When do we use candles anyway. It’s not to light up our houses. Candles have not been part of how many of light our houses for nearly a hundred years. Even kerosene lanterns have come between us and the days of candles.

Well, I like the candle for the simple reason, because it takes me back a little closer to when Jesus was born. In his day it would be an oil lamp or a wax candle or on a journey you might have a pitch covered torch, or the light of a campfire or hearth in a home. Other than that there is not a lot to get you through dark and cold nights.

Going back to a candle, just candles for a moment makes me think of what they might have had in that barn where Jesus was born. What could their be for light to guide a little child into the world? Yet that child is our light to guide us into the heavenly world.

I think we still use candles because we need the reminder that the conditions of our salvation do not require technology, medical science, and everything else that we call advancement.

I think we use candles, because everything else is easier, faster and more convenient, and when faith catches a ride on those trains too often it takes us to a false place.

Five candles on a pedestal, and the one at the centre is the flickering light to us that represents the light of the world. It represents the true light that gives light to everyone.

I like candles, and the way they seems to cause me to pause and meditate, even pray, each time they are lit.

The Christ Candle [Insert]
Lois & family member

Scripture: John 1:1-14  




read by Lois McDermott
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.
3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood£ it.
6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.£
10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13children born not of natural descent,£ nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,£ who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Reading: Christmas Joy
 by J Harold Gwynne

read by Jean Chilcott
Hymn BoP 122 Silent night
Benediction

Behold! as the angels announced to shepherds and the star marked the universe to draw the wisest of foreign kings to a small town, let us be drawn in faith to know and share with the whole world that we are children of a God of insurmountable love, who in grace has sent His only begotten Son, that we might know salvation and be refreshed in every day, as if each day were Christmas morning, full of joy and possibilities.

Go then unto all places with that joy in your heart, and let the message be spread, that Christ is come.

Hymn BoP 134 Joy to the world
 _______________________________________________________

 ~“He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree.” ― Roy L. Smith ~
We look forward to seeing you this Sunday [December 27th] for a special service of Carols and Stories and at our services in Clairville (9am) @ Fillmore Trucking & Bass River (11:15am) as our celebration of Christ’s birth continues. 
Money from tonight’s offering is shared equally among the four congregations with each congregation deciding on mission or ministry project(s) to support.

Thank you everyone who gave generously to the work of this congregation and the pastoral charge. For all the ways you have shared the blessings you have been given, God Bless you and Merry Christmas.

It is Christmas every time you let God love others 

through you . . . yes, it is Christmas every 

time you smile at your brother 

and offer him your hand.
Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910– )
Tonight’s bulletin cover is donated loving memory of Papa (Freeman) McDermott & in honour of the work and service you have given in sharing the good news in Jesus Christ.

“Want to keep Christ in Christmas? Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, forgive the guilty, welcome the unwanted, care for the ill, love your enemies, and do unto others as you would have done unto you.” 

 Steve Maraboli
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