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A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Christmas Day

December 25th 2011

Welcome & Announcements    

Songs sheets

washrooms

Call to Worship BoP 132 Hark! The herald angels sing
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Hymn: BoP 143 Angels from the realms of glory

Children’s story – Looking for Christ 

The outdoor decorations for the town church included a large nativity, with three foot figures for the adult figures, [wise men, shepherds, Mary & Joseph, the angels] scale sized sheep, and of course little baby Jesus.

Children’s Hymn: overhead, insert Go tell it on the mountain

Scripture Readings:

            OT – Isaiah 61:1-11

1    The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
    because the LORD has anointed me
    to preach good news to the poor.
    He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,
    to proclaim freedom for the captives
    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

2    to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favour
    and the day of vengeance of our God,
    to comfort all who mourn,
3    and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
    to bestow on them a crown of beauty
    instead of ashes,
    the oil of gladness
    instead of mourning,
    and a garment of praise
    instead of a spirit of despair.
    They will be called oaks of righteousness,
    a planting of the LORD
    for the display of his splendour.
4    They will rebuild the ancient ruins
    and restore the places long devastated;
    they will renew the ruined cities
    that have been devastated for generations.
5    Aliens will shepherd your flocks;
    foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.
6    And you will be called priests of the LORD,
    you will be named ministers of our God.
    You will feed on the wealth of nations,
    and in their riches you will boast.
7    Instead of their shame
    my people will receive a double portion,
    and instead of disgrace
    they will rejoice in their inheritance;
    and so they will inherit a double portion in their land,
    and everlasting joy will be theirs.
8    “For I, the LORD, love justice;
    I hate robbery and iniquity.
    In my faithfulness I will reward them
    and make an everlasting covenant with them.
9    Their descendants will be known among the nations
    and their offspring among the peoples.
    All who see them will acknowledge
    that they are a people the LORD has blessed.”
10    I delight greatly in the LORD;
    my soul rejoices in my God.
    For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
    and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness,
    as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11    For as the soil makes the sprout come up
    and a garden causes seeds to grow,
    so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise
    spring up before all nations.
       Epistle – Hebrews 1:1-8

1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,
    “You are my Son;
    today I have become your Father “?
Or again,
    “I will be his Father,
    and he will be my Son” ?
6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,
    “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

7 In speaking of the angels he says,
    “He makes his angels winds,
    his servants flames of fire.” 

8 But about the Son he says,
    “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever,
    and righteousness will be the sceptre of your kingdom.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 141 Away in a manger

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 1:1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Special Music
Sermon: Discovering Christ’s Coming [yet again]
Every year, and never really the same, but year after year these words roll across our vision, across our hearing, and we are asked to discover – not a little baby, not a manger scene and the Holy Nativity – but to believe that ‘in the beginning was the Word . . .’

 
Which Word? What Word? What language? The Israelites speak Hebrew. The gospels were written in Greek. Jesus spoke Aramaic. The Roman Church asserted for centuries that the Holy language was Latin; where even today they are hosting special services in Latin for those who cannot let that idea go.


And then this part of the bible goes on to say that the ‘Word was with God’; I can understand if the word come out of God, but to say that the ‘Word was with God’ is to put the Word somewhere along side, as if a ‘Word’ could rest there beside someone.


And then the sentence ends ‘and the Word was God’. 


By the time I get to that last phrase, when reading this on Christmas Eve or throughout the Advent and Christmas season, by the time I get to the last part of the sentence most people have their eyes glazed over. They are glazed over because that phrasing - that way of talking about God, about anybody – is not the way we would usually bring up the subjects of faith and about God. 


In plain speaking we could say that in the beginning was the Son of God [or the begotten of God], and the begotten of God was with God, and the begotten of God WAS God. 


And of we want to be really specific to Jesus we could swap His name into the sentences as well; ‘In the beginning was Jesus . . .’ but then, of course we really begin to lose something; something very important about who Jesus IS and who we are supposed to be because of Him.


I believe that we like to talk about Jesus in one of two ways because of how comfortable it is. Some of the time we like to speak about Jesus as the Son of the Almighty God, who is Lord and creator of Heaven and Earth. We declare Jesus as Lord, and recognize him with a divine distinction; Distinction and separation; Separation [like a safe distance?].


One of the most powerful results of Christ Jesus coming into our lives as the almighty son of God is that in Jesus there is no safe distance between us and God, and the ability to make the distinction between what we are and what we are meant to be is blurred; and it is God who blurs that line, not us. It is God who welcomes us into His holiness, and it is not our doing, or our earning, but because of Jesus it is our reward.


And so we turn to look at Jesus in a very different, but perhaps equally comfortable way. We call him friend, great friend, even great teacher [but Jesus himself turns down these titles]. We like to regard Jesus as a friend, a chum, even a brother.. Jesus becomes that understanding ear, the man with trusted advice, or one that we can turn to in time of need. He stands for us among the philosophers of the ages, the activists of humanity in history, and yes, Jesus is all these things.


So the gospel writer John looked back over his own life, and the time he spent with Jesus. And when he wrote his gospel he wanted to tell everyone who would read about Jesus – in the best way that he knew – John wanted everyone to understand both the divinity of Jesus and His human nature as well. And thinking back over all the things that Jesus said, and all the miracles he performed, and even Christ’s death and resurrection. And when he put everything about Jesus all together – whether he was bundled up in a manger of straw, or strip and beaten on his way to the cross, one thing remained unquestionably true.


When you sign a cheque, when you write a will, when you send a letter or a card to someone, you do something very important. When you shake a hand, or give someone a hug, or when you call long distance to tell someone you love them you do the same sort of thing. In our love together as Christian, felt so deeply at Christmas, we are promise makers and keepers. We make promises to each other and to ourselves, to be true, and honest, and caring, and considerate. We make promises in our faith to be attentive, and responsive, and to accept the people that God places in our lives. We are people who trust and have our hope in all God’s promises.


So when John looked for a good way to cover all of who Jesus was in His life, and would still be for everyone who might come after it seems he thought about all the promises that God has made, and that we have made, and so we could understand who Jesus is in our lives, he wrote: “In the beginning was the Word.”


When you give someone your promise, you give them your ‘word’. It is no different than God, except God’s promises are not like our, here today and perhaps gone tomorrow, or excused, or forgotten. God’s promises are from the beginning, true today, and kept forever and ever. God’s Word is true. God’s word is always true; and will always be true.

 
Jesus Christ is the maker, the fulfiller, very source of all the promises that God has every made and we will ever keep. He forgives even when we break promises or do not understand God’s promises for us. It is in Christ that the universe, in all its promises, finds fulfillment.

And “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 134  Joy to the world

Benediction 
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Dismissal: Hope is a star [insert/overhead]

We share together here a spirit of Hope, and as God’s people we hope to welcome others to join with us in lives celebrating Christ and all He has done. In this Christmas season we seek to grow in hope, in share in peace, live in joy, and host a fellowship of love and charity. 

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Some say that ever ’gainst that season comes
Wherein our Savior’s birth is celebrated,
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The bird of dawning singeth all night long;

And then, they say, no spirit dare stir abroad;

The nights are wholesome; then no planets strike,

No fairy takes, nor witch hath power to charm,

So hallow’d and so gracious is the time.

William Shakespeare (1564–1616)
Announcements: 

Please remember your home churches throughout the winter season, that even though there may be cancellations and rescheduling of services and events, your churches still need your financial support and prayers and labours. May God grant you a good way to give.

Bible Study: On hold through the rest of the Christmas season to start up again on January 17th 2012. Our donation to the food bank was two cases of milk
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Bible School in Clairville – Starting up Sunday Jan. 15th with service in 

Stewards – The Stewards Group [for ages 11 to 13] will be starting up again in the new year as a winter-spring program. 

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

"Memorial Bulb" Christmas season fundraisers

St. James Presbyterian Church, Beersville; will be lighting a Christmas tree in memory of loved ones.  Memorial bulbs are available for designation at $10 each; call Shelley Cail at 785-4323, Doreen Cail at 523-9357, or Audrey Glencross at 785-1983. 

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River; Memorial Christmas Campaign is receiving donations. Names will be posted on its memorial placard. 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Clairville, Memorial Bulb campaign. To make a donation please contact Marie Fillmore [785-4694], Rose Fillmore [785-], or Cathy Little [785-4319].

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
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