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Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
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Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Transfiguration

February 19th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings:    St. James’ Beersville, March 4th after church [lunch]




St. Mark’s, Bass River, March 11th after church [lunch]




St. Andrew’s, Clairville TBA

Manse Committee Meeting - ??

Bible Study: Each Tuesday morning at the church manse in Beersville

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Joint Session – March 9th at 7pm - Manse

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Call to Worship overhead  Shine Jesus Shine
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 477 Thy hand, O God, has guided
  BoP 306
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 48 [BoP 637] 

1    Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.
2    Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.
3    God is known in her palaces for a refuge.
4    For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together.
5    They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away.
6    Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.
7    Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind.
8    As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God: God will establish it for ever.
Selah
9    We have thought of thy loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple.
10    According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness.
11    Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments.
12    Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.
13    Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.
14    For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.
KJV

1    Great is the LORD, and most worthy of praise, in the city of our God, his holy mountain.
2    It is beautiful in its loftiness, the joy of the whole earth. Like the utmost heights of Zaphon is Mount Zion, the city of the Great King.
3    God is in her citadels; he has shown himself to be her fortress.
4    When the kings joined forces, when they advanced together,
5    they saw her and were astounded; they fled in terror.
6    Trembling seized them there, pain like that of a woman in labour.
7    You destroyed them like ships of Tarshish shattered by an east wind.
8    As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD Almighty, in the city of our God: God makes her secure forever. Selah
9    Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love.
10    Like your name, O God, your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with righteousness.
11    Mount Zion rejoices, the villages of Judah are glad because of your judgments.
12    Walk about Zion, go around her, count her towers,
13    consider well her ramparts, view her citadels, that you may tell of them to the next generation.
14    For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even to the end. NIV
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 148 He is love
Scripture Readings:


            OT – 2 Kings 2:1-12 

1And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel. 3And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 4And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 5And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 6And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. 7And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. 8And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.
9And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 10And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 11And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.
KJV

1When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.
3The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”
“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “but do not speak of it.”
4Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”
And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to Jericho.
5The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”
“Yes, I know,” he replied, “but do not speak of it.”
6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”
And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on.
7Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.
9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?”
“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.
10“You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.”
11As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them apart. NIV

       Epistle – 2 Corinthians 4:3-14

3But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
8We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 10Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 11For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 12So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 13We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; 14Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.
KJV

3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.
13It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 330 O God, our help in ages past [trad]

  
BoP 87

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 9:2-9

2And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 3And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 4And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 5And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 6For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 7And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 8And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. 9And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. KJV

2After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
5Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
7Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
8Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. NIV
Sermon: Faith to know & Hope to see
How have you come to faith, grown in hope, and learned about God in your life? What were the lessons that taught you best about your loving Saviour, and about your salvation? How have you been able to pass that experience and that knowledge on? Are you the vessel of God’s witness in the midst of your peers and to the children in your life?


And they kept the matter to themselves, discussing what ‘risen from the dead’ meant. 

The disciples had to sort it out amongst themselves, argue a bit, have a debate, maybe even some study, but the most important thing was is that they talked about what they were thinking and what they believed. 


There is a difference between believing something and knowing something. A lot of people believe in their churches and call it believing in Christ. They believe in the building, and they believe in the people that are gathered there and what they can do, but when it comes to believing in Jesus Christ and what he has done for us – well, that’s hard to believe in.


To believe that Jesus came to teach us, well we can believe that because lots of people come to teach us stuff. To believe that Jesus came to bring healing, well lots of people bring healing. But to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, Begotten – not made – and that he came to save us from our sins, and redeem us from death, and to bring us onto everlasting life; well, that is a lot to believe in. 


Some of Jesus disciples were given the opportunity to know, but that was not necessarily for their advantage. Sometimes it is not an advantage to have seen. This statement seems at the very least illogical in an age when empirical evidence rules the roost in science and law, but to simply rely on what the senses observe – which can be tricked and misled easily enough – is to discount the motivations of intuition and belief that motivate the search for such truths.


And so Simon-Peter, James and John are called by Jesus to go aside from the others and go up to a quiet solitary place. They went to pray and meditate, they went for a private discussion perhaps, but in that time these three had revealed to them a vision of who Christ Jesus really is.


This wasn’t an accident. They did not peek and see Jesus wrapped n light out of the corner of their eyes. They were asked to go up and see Jesus, to witness the fellowship that Jesus shared with the great prophets of their own heritage – Elijah and Moses – and they were enveloped by the bright cloud and heard a voice declare “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to Him”.


In that moment John and James and Peter went through the transformation that usually awaits us in heaven. They went from believing and hoping, to seeing and knowing. And it is significant that Jesus chooses to take not his twelve apostles, but three to be witnesses. There is an old saying that arises from the reading of the Jewish laws; It says: “One may lie, Two may conspire, but Three may offer testimony.” 

John, James and Peter were the witnesses to Jesus prayerful agony in the garden, to all his miracles [including the raising of Jairus’ daughter], and two of them were the first witnesses of the empty tomb. These are the star witnesses that Jesus had separated from the other disciples so that from the knowledge of a few could grow the faith of many.

And yet, at the end of our reading today Jesus gives James and John and Peter a very interesting charge. Jesus tells them to be silent about what they have seen; to keep it amongst themselves until – as it reads – they had ‘seen the son of man risen from the dead’.

They had seen the miracles of Jesus, and already the reviving of a little girl from death [Mark 5:37], they had just witnessed Jesus transformation and conference with the prophets of old, and that they would have to wait for Christ to ‘rise from the dead’ drew them together in discussion, yet in that discussion they kept the confidence that Jesus requested. 

Revelation is not given to everyone, not in the same measure, and not in the same way as the disciples. The stories we have been given, the life experiences where faith is tested and answered; these are supposed to draw us together in the support and mutual discovery that is our life of faith as a church. You were not taken up to the mountain-top like the three apostles, but you have been given their witness of what took place there. You might put yourself in one or all of their places as you hear their story, but what is equally important is the effect that believing in Christ because of their witness has on you. What does it mean for you to hear that Jesus stood in glory with the great prophet-leaders of the past? 

 It is something we need to think about, think about, discuss among ourselves, and recognize; that these disciples were called out from the others to be witnesses so that we might also have hope and believe. The word of God, our Holy Scriptures, the Bible, has been handed down to you as a testimony for faith. It is given to you, painstakingly preserved and transcribed and translated, it has been fought for, died over, debated about, so that what you have might be the truth and fruitful for your own profession of faith. 


Getting past knowing and onto believing is a struggle for every one of us. 


Getting past what we can see and sense and hoping beyond our senses is the way that God helps us to grow as a being. Dogs can smell with their noses, eagles can see with their eyes, yet we are compelled and called to look beyond these limited ways of seeing the universe. 


When the Dead Sea scrolls were discovered and other ancient texts at the site in Qumran many were found rolled up in clay jars. It was the best way to store and preserve those scrolls for future generations to read. When Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, in the passage we read today, he spoke of clay jars. He said: “we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”


Was Paul speaking about scriptures? Perhaps, but what Paul speaks of is the ongoing witness that takes place as people of faith from each generation pass onto the next generation their best tools and experience for knowing God. 


How have you come to faith, grown in hope, and learned about God in your life? What were the lessons that taught you best about your loving Saviour, and about your salvation? How have you been able to pass that experience and that knowledge on? Are you the vessel of God’s witness in the midst of your peers and to the children in your life? 


How will the people in your life come to know Christ? Will they believe because of the witness of your faith? Will they have strength because of the hope with which you lived out that faith in your life. Will they know Christ because of your love?

`
Let that love shine in you, as you continue the witness that was entrusted to all who come Christ, declaring His glory. Now and forever. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Dedication of Memorial Gifts

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 471 We are one in the Spirit
overhead 
Benediction 

Dismissal: : [St. Leonard’s] Though the world [printed on back of the bulletin]
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

[image: image2.jpg]The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

i

jist nudge
yer BUMPER

And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your ‘driving habits’ while stuck
in rush hour traffic reading bumper stickers. Phil 457



Mission Moment Supporting Small-Scale Farmers with Seeds and Tools
Give a farmer seeds… and he can grow food to feed himself. Give a farmer tools… and she can feed her family. Give a farmer fertilizer… and he can feed the community. Give a farmer all three… and we can help change the world!
 PWS&D is helping small-scale, flood-affected farmers in the Swat region of Pakistan recover from devastating floods by providing seeds, tools and fertilizer in order to boost agricultural production and feed their families. You can help overcome hunger and poverty today with a gift of only $130 to support a farming family in need. 

MALAWI: Worshipping together  

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Mike and Debbie Burns as they serve the Blantyre Synod of the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian in Malawi. Debbie shares, “While we enjoy worshipping in St. James’ main church, we look forward to Sunday worship at one of the three prayer houses and weekly Wednesday evening services at the different mulagas (cottages). These services provide an intimate time for prayer, praise, study and fellowship, something that is difficult to obtain in a sanctuary filled with 700 people!”  Let us pray for Mike, Debbie and the people of St. James as they share the good news of the gospel in Malawi.
 

 

2
1

