A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

[image: image1.png]
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent I

February 26th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings:    St. Andrew’s, Clairville Monday Feb 27th [  ]

                                       St. James’ Beersville, March 4th after church [lunch]




St. Mark’s, Bass River, March 11th after church [lunch]

Joint Session - @ the Manse, on March 9th; 7pm
World Day of Prayer – Friday March 2nd with services at the United Church in West Branch or at St. Mark’s in Bass River {                           }.
Bible Study: This Tuesday, 10am at the Manse 3279 Rte 465. 

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Party – for Mary Petley on Saturday, March 3rd at the Legion in Harcourt [2-4pm]. All are welcome. 
Aerobics Classes – Keep moving through the frozen winter months. Marly is offering exercise classes at the Harcourt legion Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. $30 per month or $5 per class. Call Marly at 785-4383 for more details 

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Call to Worship [overhead] You are my all in all
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 67 Praise the Lord ye heavens adore Him 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 25 [BoP 626] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 447 O love that will not let me go

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Genesis 9:8-17

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9“I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. 11I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.”
12And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.”
17So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth.”
       Epistle – James 1:1-11

1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:
Greetings.
2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.
9The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position. 10But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower. 11For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 211 Speak Lord, in the stillness
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 1:9-15

9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
12At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.
14After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”
Sermon: To face a trial
James addressed his letter ‘to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations’. James, like the prophets of the ages before wrote to a people who were already burdened with hardship; they knew the pains of not having things go their way, and of trying to find a way to deal with adversity. 


Life is rarely about getting our way, but it has been over a generation since our culture reflected that truth. Our nation, our church, our culture is used to being in the dominant position, but we are no longer in control; or, more accurately, we are realizing that we were never in control. 


This is our first problem in understanding the context of James’ letter to the church, to the twelve tribes in exile, because we do not feel the pain of our exile; Not most of the time. It is hard to feel this exile and recognize that we are being tried in the trials of our faith when we have a building, and this hour for worship, and the comforts of our homes and possessions and families and friends. Where does this feeling of hardship begin? Where does it begin when everything is going right?


We have come into the season of lent, in the Christian Church calendar, and this is a season quite unlike our other ‘holy days’. In lent we recall that Jesus, after he was baptized arose from those waters and was called into the wilderness by the one and same Holy Spirit into a place and time of trial. 


Is that the message that was taught to you when you thought or were encouraged to join the church? I doubt it. That in itself is a sign that we have been a church well-softened into complacency by a position of privilege that at one time may have been earned, but that became an inheritance of expectation, and then tacit assumption.


Where this nation once turned to its churches as a moral authority, and the people of society once sought the opinion and direction of those representing the Christian body of faith, society now sees a fellowship that is broken, a faith that lacks foundation, and a membership that boarders on the delusional regarding its own moral fiber.


This is a hard criticism, this is a blow to our collective ego, but not unlike the responsibility of annual meetings, we need to face facts. The people to whom we mission know us. They are our family and our friends. They know that we swear under our breath. They know that we have broken promises to ourselves and others in the past. They know our weaknesses, and they don’t think much of us when we act as though we are and always were perfect.


When the apostle James writes to the church he writes to a people in hardship, facing trials, and not hiding from the reality of their situation. He goes onto say [verse 2]: “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds” 


Last time that you got the flu, did you consider it to be ‘pure joy’?


When you sat down to do your taxes, or to pay those still-lingering Christmas bills, reassess your home payments or RRSP status, was that one of those experiences of ‘pure joy’?


In reading this opening to James’ letter do you only see a delusional approach to life’s hardships?


Most of the world would. Many of our friends and neighbours would see it that way.


But that would be a wrong view of trial.


Lent is a season where we recognize that - before He was ever brought before the Jewish leaders in the Sanhedrin, and before he was brought before Governor Pilate or King Herod – Jesus went out into the wilderness and faced the trial of His own potential to sin. He faced it and pressed through it – not fore the sake of His own salvation – but so that we might have a way through our own wilderness, our own trials; that by believing in Jesus, we might have the faith to give same answers to the trials we face.


The apostle James looked out into the Church as it was forming and spoke to it like the prophets of old addressed the people of God as they had emerged from the wilderness after the exodus from Egypt; “To the twelve tribes . . .”


To have a mind and spirit that rejoices in trial means embracing the trial and seeking the way that Christ has laid out before us. To be a people who face a trial with faith we need to seek and see the signs of God promise being fulfilled even in the wilderness that we are in.


What is the reality? 


Here is the reality.


We do not have a lot of money as a congregation. We have need of up to date and useable facilities. Our membership is small. The youth of the congregation is – for a great part – hard to track down. The reality is that we are in a pretty scary looking wilderness.


We do not need to be in a season of lent to be in the midst of trial, but we seem to need a season of lent in order to see that even a life of faith includes trials. 


It is wrong to say - or to act - as though in having faith in Christ Jesus we do not have to face any trial. That is wrong for us to believe ourselves, but it is especially wrong for the world to perceive from us. 

At the same time we should not look at times of trial with fear and trepidation. We can avoid hardship for a while, but life in all its fairness includes struggles, spiritual, mental and physical struggles; and that is reality. 

And when we look over the people we admire most, and raise to the status of heroes – are generally not the ones who always and ever had everything going for them, but those who sought and saw the way through hardship, overcame great obstacles and endured perhaps even a lifetime of trial. That kind of perseverance is not meant to be simply admired - because if we just admire someone or some thing we fall into idolatry – but taken up as an example to follow in our life, that we might be an example to follow as well.

And so James makes the point that in facing trials in our lives - whether it is overcoming our shortcomings, or not being overtaken by our advantages - we are called to be perseverant in our faith, strong through Christ to face life’s storms; steadfast in God’s love to remain faithful in humiliation and honour alike. 

Perseverance is the great muscle of our faith that is strengthened each time we hold fast in faith to the promises of God, looking forward in the fulfillment of faith made real in Christ Jesus, and relying not on ourselves – or the regard of others – but on the Holy Spirit; for God will never leave us nor forsake us. May God be praised, Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Dedication of Memorial Gifts

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 121 Close to Thee

Benediction 

Dismissal: [Westridge] I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
We are called together from many walks of life and from a whole variety of experience, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We aim to be a fellowship of the faithful, sharing faith. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: CANADA: Creating a safe space  Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help Flemingdon Gateway Mission reach out to children and families in Toronto’s Flemingdon Park neighbourhood.  Its after-school program provides a safe space where kids can work on homework, spend time with friends and participate in various fun and educational activities.  The Rev. Paulette Brown, Executive Director of the mission, says, “Our successes are not written on grant applications or on evaluation reports.  They are written on the hearts of our children.” Let us pray for Flemingdon Gateway Mission as it changes children’s lives, for generations to come.

 The Journey to Food Security in Malawi Before Tinkhani participated in a PWS&D-supported program in northern Malawi, he could not afford to buy fertilizer for his crops so his family experienced food shortages and his children frequently went to be bed hungry. After learning about intercropping and how to use organic farming practices, Tinkhani is now grows an abundance of nutritious foods with excess to sell at the market. Tinkhani happily reports that his family never goes hungry, even when the rains are bad.
 Gifts to PWS&D help ensure people struggling with poverty and oppression receive nutritious food, access clean water and learn new skills in order to lead lives with more hope and opportunity. Please help ensure this important ministry continues today through your gifts and prayers.
