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February 2nd  2014 – Epiphany 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 5 Blest are they
Opening Praise: songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 15 [Pew Bible] 

1    LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary?
    Who may live on your holy hill?
2    He whose walk is blameless
    and who does what is righteous,
    who speaks the truth from his heart
3    and has no slander on his tongue,
    who does his neighbor no wrong
    and casts no slur on his fellowman,
4    who despises a vile man
    but honors those who fear the LORD,
    who keeps his oath
    even when it hurts,
5    who lends his money without usury
    and does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
    He who does these things
    will never be shaken.
Children’s story – the box of Kleenex – when do we need it?

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 357 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

     BoP 249
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Malachi 3:1-4 

1“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.
2But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.
5“So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me,” says the LORD Almighty.
6“I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty.

       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written:
    “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”£
20Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.
26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”£
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 172 As with gladness men of old  

BoP 153
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 5:1-12

1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them, saying:
3    “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4    Blessed are those who mourn,
    for they will be comforted.
5    Blessed are the meek,
    for they will inherit the earth.
6    Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
    for they will be filled.
7    Blessed are the merciful,
    for they will be shown mercy.
8    Blessed are the pure in heart,
    for they will see God.
9    Blessed are the peacemakers,
    for they will be called sons of God.
10    Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Sermon: Our Boast


A man went to the auto dealer and looked over the whole lot; really looked over ever car and truck. The salesman, sensing a really interested buyer went out to meet the man in the lot.


“Are these all of your trucks? And are these your biggest trucks? And are they the biggest trucks made by any auto manufacturer anywhere”


“Why yes sir!” The salesman replied “absolutely the largest we have and no one makes them bigger.”


“And do you have one truck of all the trucks that is bigger than all the other cars and all the other trucks?” the man asked


“Why yes sir!” the salesman replied, pointing to the largest and most expensive vehicle on the lot, “This is our colossal model. And it is the biggest and most expensive truck in the whole company.”


“And is there some way to make it bigger and more expensive than any other vehicle your company has ever made or ever will make.” The man asked.


“Why yes sir!” the salesman said, now fit to be tied with excitement about such a tremendous sale. He began to tell about all the features of the Colossal supreme Model Truck. The gold plating, the extra bright light, the extra loud horn, the double hemi ten cylinder overdrive engine, the extra wide suspension with lift kit, with the roaring twin exhaust, with a traverse mounted transmission. And after he went through all the additions and made this new truck truly the biggest truck to be on the road, short of a Freightliner, the salesman asked, “might I ask why you want such a big flashy truck?”


“Well for the only reason” the man replied, as he got out his checquebook “so that no one can ever say that my truck is not big enough, powerful enough, flash enough, loud enough; and so that no one can say that their truck is bigger or better than mine.”


“But sir,” the salesmen replied “what will you do if someone brags that their car is smaller, cheaper, and more quiet than anyone else’s car in the world?”


And faced with the dilemma, the man closed his checquebook and left the yard and never ended up buying a thing.


What do we brag about? 


The apostle Paul asked the Corinthian church that question?


Where is the wise man?

Where is the scholar?

 
Where is the philosopher?


Those were the measure of greatness in Paul’s day and age. He might have added military commander, politician, merchant, but he calls all of them foolish. Paul says “Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ”


How does that come across to you? Billionaire tech mogul = an poor idiot. World famous actor = another dull clown. A world political leader = a pawn of interests, lobbyists & bribes.


Paul has no time for the so-called wise people who can convince anyone of anything, but can’t seem to get their head around what is most important in life. People have been looking for a way to reason out God, to put God in to a box of our reason and of our understanding, so that we can in some way call God our god and then we find out we are completely missing the point of everything God has shown to us since we were made. God either makes more sense than we can ever understand, or God’s wisdom is not something we can achieve, it is something we can only receive.


But we still go looking for proof of God. Paul says the Jews look for miracles and the Greeks look for what is exceedingly reasonable; and that makes a certain amount of sense for us doesn’t it. When something unpredictable, something miraculous happens we point at it and say “See, God!”. When something perfectly reasonable, and orderly and not only makes sense, but almost creates sensibility in a chaotic situation we like to say, “See, God!” We do both; what the ‘Greek’ and the ‘Jew’ do in the 22nd verse of this first letter of Paul to Corinth. That means we only see God in the extremes, when things are good or bad, or when good comes from bad.


But what about the days, the hours, the moments in-between? What about all the other times; the times when the moments & hours & days just happen and are taken for granted? What about all those not churchy, irreverent, average, even foolish times in our lives? What is our boast when it is just another day? What is our boast when we look into our lives for something to be proud of, and all we see is shameful, and foolish, and poor?


Jesus looks at the poor and says: “Blessed are the poor . . , the poor in spirit”

What?! Blessed are the poor?!! What foolishness!


‘Blessed are those who mourn, who are meek, who are starving for righteousness, for they will be comforted, they will inherit the earth.’


It’s not what you would think. It is not what reasonably happens. God takes all our moments and uses what we would call foolishness to show us wisdom. As much as we try to put rules on how things should be, on how the universe operates, God turns the laws of physics and the laws of human kind a like on their head, and all of our reasons for boasting end up looking like reasons to be ashamed.


William Wordsworth said it like this “Wisdom is oftentimes nearer when we stoop than when we soar”.


What are we so proud of? We honoured and privilaged to make all the advantage and opportunities in the world look like foolish accidents. God is with is all the more that weakness and sorrow and disadvantages might appear to burden us.

It is not the reasons for boasting that the world would give. It’s not the big paycheck or the shiny car. It’s not the big church. Here is your boast.


You can say, “I don’t belong to a church with a lot of money. I belong to a church with a lot of Jesus, filled with people who are filled by God’s Holy Spirit.”


You can say, “I am blessed.”

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Annual meeting: Zion Jan. 15th 2014; St. James Feb. 16th 2014; St. Mark’s & St. Andrew’s TBA 
St. Andrew’s Clairville - The session of St. Andrew’s is re-examining the winter use of its facility, it now remains open only by weekly appeal. This is not sustainable in the long term. Options are being considered by the session. 

Zion, West Branch – Looking for a person to look after mowing the lawn at Zion cemetery this coming season. Please speak to Bonar Morton. A committee has be struck at the AGM to assist in this.

Pastoral Charge Support Committee – Meeting is moved to a later date ___
Snow DAY!! A snow-sledding day at the Morton farm on February 8th. A time of refreshments will follow. Hope to see you.

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6:30pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank There continues to be a need for evaporated milk. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially, the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 410 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee

BoP 569
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 26 The Lord is with us [Kingsfold]
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) – by weekly appeal

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings: Isaiah 58:1-12, Psalm 112, 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Martin, Joe, Janet, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, Marilyn, Shelley, Gary & Sheila, Marcie, St. Andrew’s Clairville, Charlie
Mission Moments PWS&D Sunday –a time to remember the work of our church in supporting marginalized and vulnerable people through programs in international development and emergency relief. Today, let’s take a moment to think of those who struggle for basic necessities such as nutritious food, clean water, adequate health care, quality education and basic human rights. As Christians we are called to love both neighbour and stranger. By participating in the work of PWS&D and its global partners, we do what Jesus taught us. By imitating Jesus Christ, we experience and share God’s radical hope and power to transform.
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