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Communion for Christmas and the New Year
Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
We gather at many tables, in our homes and in the homes of those we love, to celebrate with the breaking of break and the fellowship of great feasts, the birth of our Lord and the advent of a New Year.


Yet at this table come and find a new and greater fellowship and a richer and fuller meal; for this is the table offered by our Lord Jesus Christ, and everyone who confesses, in love, that He is their Saviour, Friend and Lord is welcome.


Invitation to the Lord’s Table:
The Lord be with you

And also with you
Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
We come to this festive table at Christ’s invitation; for this is a gift given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down His life for us, His sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, and it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: “the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. [Luke 13:29]
This holy meal is a gift God offers to all who confess the living and eternal Christ is Lord with heart, and mind, and soul; and who - by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power - gives us the gift of understanding and faith that we may know God in this life. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith:
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God, we offer to you the confession of our hearts, that we might give you a gift that honours all you do for us.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Help us to live and breathe and be nourished in the grace given in Christ Jesus. Lord, cleanse your people from their sin.

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set upon our lives mercy, humility, modesty, and diligence as signs and seals upon your people.

Lord, this bread was made from the grain that you caused to grow, and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You grace brings them to this table and in grace you have drawn us to this table to share in your blessing

through them. Now, O Lord, we pray that the bread and cup will be a new blessing and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Remind us Lord, that we also are made and called to fulfill more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess Christ and declare His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, may we be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the Good News in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: 

“Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, after they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

            Matthew 25:28; 1 Corinthians 11:25

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
As often as you eat this bread and drink, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 








1 Corinthians 11:26
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God,

we give you thanks for the peace of this hour, and the blessing we have received in Jesus Christ. We rejoice with all the angelic host in Christ’s coming, in beauty and innocence into the world, that we may have peace everlasting, on earth and forever in heaven with you. 

We give you thanks that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s body and blood. 

Give us the grace to carry his word into the world, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen



Sharing of the peace of Christ - 

[You are invited to share the peace you have now received with all gathered with you at this meal; and to extend that greeting to all the world as you go this day, serving Christ in all you do]
Communion Hymn
May we rise from this table a renewed people, born anew in the waters of our baptism, and refreshed and nourished in spirit, that our lives might strongly glorify the Lord in all of who we are. 
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