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ORDER OF SERVICE

Epiphany II

January 15th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the couple of months. Zion’s will be January 18th 2012. Reports will be due to Church secretaries or the Minister one week before each meeting so copies can me made; forms available
Bible Study: To start up again this Tuesday, January 17th 2012. Christmas Party

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Stewards – The Stewards Group [for ages 11 to 13] will be starting up again in the new year as a winter-spring program. 

Aerobics Classes – Christmas feasting a little to grand? New Years resolution needs to be put into action? Marly is offering exercise classes at the Harcourt legion Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. $30 per month or $5 per class. Call Marly at 785-4383 for more details 

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Call to Worship [overhead] Jesus, name above all names
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 113 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 72 [BoP 642] 

Children’s story – Little girl named ‘Nancy’; cabin the woods. It was an old cabin, with shutters instead of glass windows, and beside the house ran a babbling, bubbling brook. 

She grew and learned from her parents all the same school things that you or I learn in school. She did not have any friends out in the woods, but she loved her parents, and they looked after everything. People came out to visit at the house in the woods, but her family never really did travel. 


One day, after she had her tenth birthday, little Nancy did go to town. Everything was SO different from her forest home. It was noisy and dirty, and shiny and yet dusty as the same time. And she saw many amazing things. Friends coming to visit at her house sometimes came in cars parked at the end of the road, so she had seen them. But she had never seen SO many cars, and never up close. 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 468 The wise may bring their learning

Scripture Readings:


            OT – 1 Samuel 3:1-10

1The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.
2One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.
6Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”
7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.
8The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
 Epistle – 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

12“Everything is permissible for me”—but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 13“Food for the stomach and the stomach for food”—but God will destroy them both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” 17But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.
18Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20you were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your body.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 458 Be Thou my vision
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 1:43-51

43The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”
44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
46“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.
“Come and see,” said Philip.
47When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false.”
48“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
49Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.”
50Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that.” 51He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
Sermon: To Recognize God’s Voice
This morning, my son David kicked and screamed his way into wakefulness. Teething is hard season for parents and children alike. Yet in the midst of the shared agony, one from the physical pains of the little child, mine and Marly’s in the mad search to find some way to comfort him; God is speaking, and the voice of God is calling.


What is in your week? Medical tests? And trips to the dentist? Visits to family? Or, journeys abroad? 


Have you heard God’s voice calling you from your appointments? Or see God standing at the places you plan to go?

In the early fifteen hundreds a man named William Tyndale heard the calling of God on his life to translate the Latin bible into English – so everyone could read it. There is now a college in Toronto built so people can study, learn about God named after him. 

And while we might celebrate his work in bible translation and schools of great learning, Tyndale himself once said: “There is no work better than another to please God; to pour water, to wash dishes, to be a cobbler, or an apostle, all is one; to wash dishes and to preach is all one, as touching as the deed, to please God.”   

We have a tendency, as a society, to put people into categories. Maybe we are trained by our tax forms, or by government census documents, to need to say – well this one is a farmers and this one is a mechanic, and this one is a secretary, and this one a sat-at-home-parent. 

But is so very true that the farmer must have some skills as the mechanic, the mechanic should have a sense of appointments and parts orders, the secretary be able to interact with any kind of person in society who might call at their desk, and the parent must have every one of these skill, and a hundred more in order to fulfill the vocation of raising a child.

Yet, in all the work we do, and the employment we are paid for and not paid for, in how much of it are we listening for God’s calling while we are doing it? We might listen for God calling out to us in our prayers, or in times of reflection and worship like this, but God is present and recognizable at more times than between nine and noon on Sundays. 

In both the pleasures and the hardships of our lives, the times of stillness and in the haste of hectic schedules, God can be recognized. You might expect to hear from God on a Sunday morning in church, but do you feel ready to recognize speaking in your workplace. Are you ready to recognize God not only speaking in the stillness of a quiet night as you rest in your bed, like the story we heard of God calling out to the young Samuel, but while the vacuum cleaner is running, and the coffee is perking, the car engine is revving, or the jet is flying overhead. 


In an online conversation I had this week with a colleague in Quebec she asked and answered, “Why do we close our eyes when we pray, when we cry, when we kiss, when we dream? Because the most beautiful things in life are not seen but felt only by the heart.” 

Another person in the conversation asked. “Why then do we close our eyes when we sneeze?”


I replied, “maybe we need to revisit the value of a good sneeze [it is, after all, another opportunity to say 'God bless you']”


Maybe we need to revisit the times when in our lives when we assumed God was not speaking, to think about what was said, and the lives that touched us, and how we effected other people’s lives. 


In our gospel reading from the gospel of John today tells about the calling of the disciples, Phillip and Nathaniel. For Nathaniel, in meeting someone from Nazareth in Galilee must have been about as appealing as deep dental work. Nathaniel did not have a high opinion of people from Nazareth. He asked, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”


Is there some corner of your life that remains unexplored; someone’s voice or some experience that – in your opinion – nothing good can come out of it? 


If Nathaniel had left that rule in place and not taken the chance to listen, where would his faith have been? Where might ours be?


This means getting over a lot of our presumptions over when and where God’s influence and direction comes from in our lives. The lessons of Sunday Schools, and Bible Studies, and Church services might be where we think God will speak and be revealed in our lives, but how does God speak from sick-beds, from traffic jams, from disrupted schedules, and screaming babies.


We might assume, that nothing good can comes from certain situations, from tragedy or sorrow, but then we would assuming without faith. For we believe in God, we transforms sorrow into song, darkness to light and seething chaos into perfect order. 


For until Christ we might have said, what good can come from death? But in Christ we say even in death comes resurrection.


Let your vision of your own lives be resurrected today,  that you may hear from the darkest, hardest, meanest parts of your life that call of a loving God; calling your name.


Here we are Lord. Speak to us today.

Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Dedication of Memorial Gifts

{Response: As we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers}

God gives to the church through many hands working in service. 

Through the labours of many lives, the church grows and thrives

We rejoice in the service that has been given

As we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers

The love among God’s people is a light that cannot be put out,

We shine before our neighbours, our leaders, our friends and foes

In the joy that is shared among God’s people

As we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers

We celebrate the examples we have been given,

The saints who have given us lives of witness

Who still worship God in glory forever

As we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers

We remember words and deeds, for they showed us faith

We recall the joy of those who gave before us

May we try to be as faithful as those who taught us faith

And as we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers
Lord, bless all that is given

Lord, receive into your joy these lives filled with praise

Lord, 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 165 Thou didst leave Thy throne

Benediction 

Dismissal: [NEW] Though the world [St. Leonard’s BoP 446]

Though the world may dwell in darkness, 

In your light Lord still I shine,

As a beacon unto others,

In Christ Jesus, Thine.

May the glad words of your gospel,

Pour from these poor lips of mine;

Help me share as love transforms me,

To an heir divine.
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