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A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Christmas 

January 1st  2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: To start up again on January 17th 2012. Christmas Party

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Stewards – The Stewards Group [for ages 11 to 13] will be starting up again in the new year as a winter-spring program. 

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
"Memorial Bulb" Christmas season fundraisers

St. James Presbyterian Church, Beersville; will be lighting a Christmas tree in memory of loved ones.  Memorial bulbs are available for designation at $10 each; call Shelley Cail at 785-4323, Doreen Cail at 523-9357, or Audrey Glencross at 785-1983. 

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River; Memorial Christmas Campaign is receiving donations. Names will be posted on its memorial placard. 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Clairville, Memorial Bulb campaign. To make a donation please contact Marie Fillmore [785-4694], Rose Fillmore [785-], or Cathy Little [785-4319].

Call to Worship BoP 134 Joy to the world [vs.1&2]
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

[image: image2.png]


Opening Praise: BoP 151 Wise men seeking Jesus

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 25 [BoP 626] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 143 Angels from the realms of glory

Scripture Readings:

            OT – Micah 5:1-4

1    Marshal your troops, O city of troops, 

    for a siege is laid against us.
    They will strike Israel’s ruler
    on the cheek with a rod.
2    “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    though you are small among the clans of Judah,
    out of you will come for me
    one who will be ruler over Israel,
    whose origins are from of old,
    from ancient times.”
3    Therefore Israel will be abandoned
    until the time when she who is in labor gives birth
    and the rest of his brothers return
    to join the Israelites.
4    He will stand and shepherd his flock
    in the strength of the LORD,
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
    And they will live securely, for then his greatness
    will reach to the ends of the earth.
       Epistle – Colossians 2:1-11

1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 125 Shepherds in the fields abiding

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 2:1-12

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6    “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
    for out of you will come a ruler
    who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’”
7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
Sermon: What God created in the stars
To me Christmas is a season in the church that is filled with wonder. I wonder at the arrival of new people, or those that we have not seen here for a time. I wonder with them as they hear the good news, as if it were brand new upon their ears and I envy the freshness and new zeal that is in their faith in that moment.


And winter, like Christmas, can be equally filled with wonder. When children, who have such short memories see the first snow, the wonder that is in their very expression as the land becomes blanketed white with snow, and play-yards are made new, with new adventures. And the world around us is framed and hung like a still portrait of still nights and slumbering days under winter’s blanket.


And into the season of wonder are brought glistening stars . Stars, which sparkle all the more brightly in the still cold air, shine brightly over equally sparkling fields of frost and snow, and our eyes are drawn deep into gazing at the dazzling sparkling velvet that seems to tent our world in cosmic splendor.


What God created in the stars was a way to draw us upward, and to call upon those who had a will to see beyond the mundane, and look into the wonder of possibilities.


Throughout our created planet there are incredible wonders. The construction of our bodies, and the tissues and forms of all the life of this world; that life builds upon spectrums of life, and yet woven together is a codependency where all life competes, and yet cooperates, that life might continue.


And in these molecules, upon cells, upon tissues, upon systems, upon life forms, there is not one spark, but countless billions of sparks of life, a sounding chorus of energetic life, that is its own universe of light woven into the very fabric of life. Do we look into the night sky, to spy that first light, to be reminded of that first light made bright in us as we – each and all of us came into being.


“ . . . And there was light . . .” So is captured by the writer of Genesis the words of God in the beginning, as the world, the cosmos, is brought into being. The sun makes sense, for without it nothing would grow, the planet would in all likelihood freeze, and we would go spinning off into space, for without the sun the world would not have its fixation in gravity, and time would be an utter mystery. Yes, for all these things and more the sun needed to be created. The moon, the sun’s mirror in the sky that shines through night, to help divide the time upon the earth by its waxing and waning into our weeks, and which moves waters into the sequences of tides, and by its own gravity plays unseen tricks on clouds, but yet shields us from storms in space as its pitted surface tells. Yes, the moon also has a purpose as a reflector of the light.


But what of these stars?


Our science has told us that these stars that are spread across our sky in endless constellations are suns, some with systems of planets far flung from us and from each other. Our careful observation has shown that as we move and spin in our cosmic dance, and less observable and yet more wonderfully as the universe moves about us, these wondrous lights fall into patterns. Alignments of these celestial bodies are still today the motivation for some excitement among professional and amateur astronomers alike. 


Religions of the ancient worlds had their star gazers, moon watchers, and sun worshippers. Like those who in Stonehenge followed the solstice markings observing ritual and festival based one the turning of the earth and the placement of the moon and sun, to those who watched the variance between the arching of stars against planets as lights danced across the sky, we are drawn to look to that which is above and beyond us in a way that no other creature, not even the birds [who ironically are fixated on the ground, and on the trees]. Of all God’s creations, it is the stars that encourage us to look beyond what we can see easily, what we can reach easily; beyond the big, beyond the bold, beyond the limits of what we think is possible, it is the stars that call us beyond the mundane and plain.


It is so fitting that one of the great symbols in creation for the birth of Christ Jesus is a star, for it is Christ Jesus who takes us into the realm of the impossible; that all our sins can be forgiven, and that an everlasting life is ours through him. Those wise men from the east came in search of one who would bring all human kind beyond the limits of law and king, into the life of limitless possibilities. And of all the wise people of the world who were looking – in hope – for a sign, this small remnant of three saw the star rise for the king born in Judea, our Lord God born in Bethlehem.


It is a path that took them through the wildernesses that surround Jerusalem, to that city and its king, and from that city back into the world. They traveled following a path that God laid out for them; woven into the creation of the stars. This was a route already in motion when God set the stars and the planets to dance among the cosmos. Christ was there in the beginning, and through him the stars that bring light to the whole universe might light the way back to him some day. It has taken some ten to thirty thousand years of our existence as creature that looked up from the animal instincts, to look into the universe and wonder at the possibilities, for us to be lifted up in body and mind and most of all spirit to look for God through and beyond all that God has made. 


The search for our answer to life’s questions can take us to all sorts of place. Whether it is our young adults back-packing across our globe or enrolling in universities and colleges in search of great answers to life’s great questions, or perhaps a life-long journey through the written word against lessons of life’s labour. The pilgrimage for a purpose and reason can take us all the way around the globe, or land us in our own back yard and make us see what is most important. 


The apostle Paul wrote to the church and told us to look beyond the mundane, and the everyday, and to see beyond the easy answers and to raise our vision and our hopes for ourselves a little higher.


This is a time of the year when people make resolutions; little promises to ourselves and the people around us to improve upon ourselves and do a little more good in our lives. But, you don’t need a New Year to get ride of anger, or malice, or strife in your life. You are given that opportunity every single day. When you limit your vision only to the thing you can be angry about, or sad about, or depressed about, it is like only seeing the clouds in the sky and not the stars, or the moon, or the sun. When you only let yourself stay within the limits of safe, or easy, or familiar, what are you giving up?


If wise men had not looked into the sky and sought after the wonderful, they would have never come to Christ. If shepherds had let themselves be paralyzed by fear they never would have found the Christ child wrapped in swaddling clothes and laying in a manger. 


So if you have question about your faith, and wonder about your life in faith before God, where are you looking for answers? Are you looking, only willing to look at what is safe and familiar, or are you ready at last to look into the whole of the universe for your answers. And so we journey together, in search of the brightness in life that will – like the Magi, the wise men of the east – lead us to Christ, that we might rejoice before him, and bow down and worship Him, Christ the Lord.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 129 Once in royal David’s city

Benediction 

Dismissal: NBoP 153 Joy to the world [vs. 3&4]


                         BoP 134
We share together here a spirit of Hope, and as God’s people we hope to welcome others to join with us in lives celebrating Christ and all He has done. In this Christmas season we seek to grow in hope, in share in peace, live in joy, and host a fellowship of love and charity. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE HUMANE SOCIETY
This little spruce is looking for a loving home with
a caring chiropractor,




Mission Moment Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help people support long-term mission partners through short-term mission visits. Wendy Renault learned a lot about mission when she went to Guatemala. She shares, “The remarkable women that we met taught me to celebrate our differences, to remember one another in our prayers and to remember that we must always act to promote social justice in our own communities and in the world.  They taught me that mission is about building relationships and empowering each other.”  Let us pray for participants in short-term mission, as they support our partners in mission. 
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