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ORDER OF SERVICE

Epiphany 

January 22nd 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the couple of months. Reports will be due to Church secretaries or the Minister one week before each meeting so copies can me made; forms available.

Bible Study: To start up again on January 17th 2012. Christmas Party

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Stewards – The Stewards Group [for ages 11 to 13] will be starting up again in the new year as a winter-spring program. 

Aerobics Classes – Christmas feasting a little to grand? New Years resolution needs to be put into action? Marly is offering exercise classes at the Harcourt legion Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. $30 per month or $5 per class. Call Marly at 785-4383 for more details 

Call to Worship NBoP 153 Lead me Jesus/Open my eyes
  overhead 
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 483 Glorious things of Thee are spoken

  BoP 297

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 63 [BoP 639]

1    O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;
2    To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.
3    Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee.
4    Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.
5    My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips:
6    When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.
7    Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.
8    My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me.
9    But those that seek my soul, to destroy it, shall go into the lower parts of the earth.
10    They shall fall by the sword: they shall be a portion for foxes.
11    But the king shall rejoice in God; every one that sweareth by him shall glory: but the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped.
KJV 

Children’s story – The biggest fish story ever told

Children’s Hymn: songs 67 I’ll go where You want me to go

Scripture Readings:

OT – Jonah 3:1-10

1And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying, 2Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 3So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days’ journey. 4And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
5So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 6For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: 8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. 9Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 
10And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.
 KJV

P.________

1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2“Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”
3Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city—a visit required three days. 4On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.
6When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh:
“By the decree of the king and his nobles:
Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”
10When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.
NIV


       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

 29But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none; 30And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; 31And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away. KJV

P.________
29What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives should live as if they had none; 30those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  songs 46 Standing on the promises

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 1:14-20

14Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15And saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand”; “Repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 

16Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 17And Jesus said unto them, “Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.” 18And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. 

19And when he had gone a little further thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets. 

20And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. KJV

P.________
14After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”
16As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 18At once they left their nets and followed him.
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19When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.
Sermon: More than Fish stories

Usually, when you hear a fish story, it’s about some strange large catch – many fish, or a particularly large individual fish, most of the time. And then from time to time, one of those fish stories will tell about some interesting circumstances that happened around the time one person, maybe the story teller, went fishing.


Fish stories are fun. They are simple enough, and revolve around fairly simple and certainly ancient activity. Pretty well every culture on earth has such stories, and some have even made their way into the religions of those cultures. The story of Jonah is shared by Jews, Christians and Muslims alike, with very little variation, and not much difference in the way it is interpreted. And that is significant, given the long history of disagreement and disparity between the three. When it comes to the story of Jonah, at least, there is some agreement there.


It is hard to say why exactly fish stories have such a strong place in our shared world history, and why, no matter where they go they also seem to be of the same sort; of the great single fish, or the massive catch, or the hard conditions that someone needed to overcome in order to have success. However, if we think that Jesus and his ministry were meant to change and transform people from everywhere in the world, the fact he called fishermen starts to make some sense.


Hasn’t it ever been something you have wondered? Jesus sets out on his ministry in the world and the first people he asks to become his disciples are a bunch of fishermen. There were religious experts, there were great thinkers, there were good soldiers, there were revolutionary minds and community leaders, but Jesus goes down to the docks by the sea of Galilee and says, “You, fishermen, come and follow me.” “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”


There is something else about fishing stories that we often just take for granted as we read them or hear them being told. Fishing stories often have a very simple moral message [moral imperative]: and that is “If you do things the right way you get good results.” “If you follow the rules, you get the reward.” “The better you follow the rules the bigger the reward.”


Other stories, with other themes can have any variety of moral messages – depending on where they come from, but when you hear a story that is a fish story – no matter how big the fish turns out to be, or how big the catch is – the message in the story is about doing the right thing, discovering and doing the right thing.


The most amazing fishing stories we ever hear are about the person who stumbles upon the correct method of capturing the most illusive large fish and by circumstance correctly catches the fish. Catching the fish ends up equaling ‘doing the right thing’, and we all want to do the right thing, don’t we?


It is a bit of an oversimplification to call the stories of Jonah and the story of Jesus and the disciples a couple of fish stories; though they have all the right parts to make good fish stories. In Jonah’s case, when the wrong is chosen the story takes us to the extreme where the fish catches Jonah, and not the other way around.


However, the moral message that both Jonah and Jesus share, is so similar, it’s striking. Jonah – when he finally gets to Nineveh – “Repent, for the judgment of God is upon this place.” He further goes on to warn the people of Nineveh that the destruction of the city will come – as we read in today’s reading [Chapter 3] that the city had forty days to repent: “Forty more days,” declares the prophet Jonah, “ and the city will be overturned.”  


Jesus begins his ministry as he calls his disciples and the message is very much like Jonah’s. “Repent, and believe the good news” proclaims Jesus, “for the kingdom of God is at hand.”


And no matter whether it the seaside, or riverside story you hear, it is the simple message that should ring home clearly for all of us. Both, Jesus and Jonah’s call for repentance is true for us, so very true for us. It does not matter whether we think things are going well and we have everything in hand, or if we see some great wave of destruction about to overtake our lives and destroy our prosperity, the clear call is for ALL to repent.


Anyone can hear a call for repentance when things are falling apart, and we see the trouble in our road. The real struggle in hearing the good news of Jesus or Jonah, is to look at our lives and recognize everything that God would have us repent. 


What does it mean to repent? Repentance is different than saying we are sorry after we have been caught doing wrong. Repentance is what happens after we have caught ourselves, or if you prefer, God has opened our eyes to what is wrong in our lives and we turn our backs on that wrong way of being, acting and believing. That might include saying sorry at some point, but true repentance is bigger than an apology. 

And true repentance cannot be denied. Apologies can be ignored, concessions set aside, and amends forgotten, but true repentance confronts any presumption of character. 

Look at the response that Nineveh gives to the call to repent. They put off everything but God. They take off their rich garments and put on sack-cloth; they end their feasting and fast before God; they set aside any other observance and dedicate their time to God in prayer and devotion. That is repentance.

Could you do that?

Nineveh, was confronted with their destruction, perhaps a similar fate to the ancient Sodom & Gomorrah from the long before in Abraham’s day. Their sins were listed before them by a prophet who was spat out by a great fish that caused a repentance in him. 

Yet, in Jesus the call to repentance takes on a different tone. We are to repent, not because Jesus promises our destruction if we do not, that is not what Jesus preaches. Jesus came to preach of God’s love, not only for one people, but through a promised people to the whole earth. Jesus came to offer good news, and in that good news we are to be inspired to repent.

But still today, it takes some people falling to the edge of their own destruction to come to repent. For some the gentle calling to “Come and follow me.”, is too easy.

And still for others, the call for repentance comes only in the last hours, when life’s end can be seen, or even still can be felt in some way. It was to these that the apostle Paul addressed the portion of the letter we read today, where he says, “this world in its present form is passing away”, the ground is giving out under our feet. Time is short. It is imperative.


So, whether you have come to repentance at the end of your tether, or that you feel the pressure of waning time, or truly in the joy of the good news, I pray you have at last come responding to the words shared by the prophet, the apostles and by our Lord and Saviour Christ Jesus. We come to repentance for many reasons, from many views, needing different forms of forgiveness for various kinds of sin, but we all need it. And yet, we must not forget, that as true as our repentance is, Christ’s response in love is truer still, that we might be compelled in joy to a full and complete repentance, that our joy might be complete. 

I pray you have heard the good news. Salvation has come into the world and it is ours; it is yours through Jesus Christ, who died that we might live. And this, so that as we turn from lives of sin we might feel the real transformation in our lives and the living out of our salvation, not only today but in the everlasting kingdom in which we stand, just as we stand with Christ.
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Dedication of Memorial Gifts [Beersville only]

{Response: As we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers}

Lord, bless all that is given

Lord, receive into your joy these lives filled with praise

Lord, take our gifts as we offer them.

And, As we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers 

God gives to the church through many hands working in service. 

Through the labours of many lives, the church grows and thrives

We rejoice in the service that has been given

As we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers

The love among God’s people is a light that cannot be put out,

We shine before our neighbours, our leaders, our friends and foes

In the joy that is shared among God’s people

As we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers

We celebrate the examples we have been given,

The saints who have given us lives of witness

Who still worship God in glory forever

As we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers

We remember words and deeds, for they showed us faith

We recall the joy of those who gave before us

May we try to be as faithful as those who taught us faith

And as we bring our gifts / may we be joyful givers
Amen

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 689 Simply trusting every day

BoP 451

Benediction 

Dismissal: Though the world [St. Leonard’s BoP 446]; [printed on back of the bulletin]
Though the world may dwell in darkness, 

In your light Lord still I shine,

As a beacon unto others,

In Christ Jesus, Thine.

May the glad words of your gospel,

Pour from these poor lips of mine;

Help me share as love transforms me,

To an heir divine.   
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