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ORDER OF SERVICE

Epiphany

January 26th 2014

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 522 He leadeth me

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 27 [pew Bible] 

1    The LORD is my light and my salvation—
    whom shall I fear?
    The LORD is the stronghold of my life—
    of whom shall I be afraid?
2    When evil men advance against me
    to devour my flesh,£
    when my enemies and my foes attack me,
    they will stumble and fall.
3    Though an army besiege me,
    my heart will not fear;
    though war break out against me,
    even then will I be confident.
4    One thing I ask of the LORD,
    this is what I seek:
    that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
    all the days of my life,
    to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
    and to seek him in his temple.
5    For in the day of trouble
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
    he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle
    and set me high upon a rock.
6    Then my head will be exalted
    above the enemies who surround me;
    at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy;
    I will sing and make music to the LORD.
7    Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;
    be merciful to me and answer me.
8    My heart says of you, “Seek his£ face!”
    Your face, LORD, I will seek.
9    Do not hide your face from me,
    do not turn your servant away in anger;
    you have been my helper.
    Do not reject me or forsake me,
    O God my Savior.
10    Though my father and mother forsake me,
    the LORD will receive me.
11    Teach me your way, O LORD;
    lead me in a straight path
    because of my oppressors.
12    Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,
    for false witnesses rise up against me,
    breathing out violence.
13    I am still confident of this:
    I will see the goodness of the LORD
    in the land of the living.
14    Wait for the LORD;
    be strong and take heart
    and wait for the LORD.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 575 Lead me Lord
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 9:1-4

1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan—
2    The people walking in darkness
    have seen a great light;
    on those living in the land of the shadow of death£
    a light has dawned.
3    You have enlarged the nation
    and increased their joy;
    they rejoice before you
    as people rejoice at the harvest,
    as men rejoice
    when dividing the plunder.
4    For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
    you have shattered
    the yoke that burdens them,
    the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor.

       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

10I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11My brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas£“; still another, “I follow Christ.”
13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into£ the name of Paul? 14I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. 16(Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
Hymn of Illumination:  154 The race that long in darkness

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 4:12-23

12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. 13Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali—14to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
15    “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
    the way to the sea, along the Jordan,
    Galilee of the Gentiles—
16    the people living in darkness
    have seen a great light;
    on those living in the land of the shadow of death
    a light has dawned.”£
17From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 20At once they left their nets and followed him.
21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 

24News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. 25Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis,£ Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.
Sermon:  Call

I am definitely not a fisherman.  I love the idea of it.  I like that other people enjoy it.  I encourage David to try it, and I will encourage Jack. Sandy needs no encouragement; just the time to get out and enjoy it. But it’s just not for me.  Because of that, I don’t have any great fishing stories of my own.  But I’ve got a great one in Matthew.  This story begins after John the Baptist had been sent to jail.

Jesus, after hearing that his cousin John had been imprisoned, went from Nazareth to Capernaum.  This fulfilled the prophecy that we read from Isaiah:

“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
    the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
    Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people living in darkness
    have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
    a light has dawned.”
This reference to Isaiah also gives a little bit of an insight into what Capernaum was like.  The people living there were Gentiles, meaning that they were not Jewish.  They were the people that were ‘living in darkness’.  Then, the light came to them, Jesus.  Jesus, in John 8:12, calls himself the ‘light of the world’: “I ama the light of the world.b Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
This portion of Isaiah is captured nicely in the first verse of the Advent Carol “People in Darkness”.  People in Darkness are looking for light.  Come, come, come, Jesus Christ.  People with blindness are longing for sight.  Come, Lord Jesus Christ.  These days of adventure when all people wait are days for the advent of love.
In this area of Capernaum, Jesus began to preach.  This is also where he found his first followers.  Peter and Andrew, James and John – they were fishermen.  It was their livelihood.  It was what they knew best.  In James and John’s case, it was the family business.  They worked with their father, Zebedee.  But something happened one day to make them leave it all behind.  

Peter and Andrew, who were brothers, were casting their net into a lake, when suddenly; this guy comes walking up along the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  “Come, follow me,” this stranger says, “and I will send you out to fish for people.”  The bible says that at once they left their nets and followed him.  They didn’t take any time to discuss it between themselves, but at once, they left their nets and followed him.  Again, not being familiar with fishing, but if fishing nets are anything like balls of yarn and your knitting, you have to be pretty committed to just drop it all at once, because you will be coming back to one tangled mess.

Why do you think that Peter and Andrew just up and followed Jesus like that?  Were they curious about fishing for people?  Did they understand what following Jesus meant? Could they fully sense what they were getting themselves into?  We cannot enter into their minds, and the words of the gospel take us only so, so it’s hard to say for sure what exactly happened that day, but it happened again.

James and John, who were also brothers, were fishing in a boat with their father.  Like with Andrew and Peter, Jesus calls out to them, and they too, immediately drop what they are doing, and left the boat and their father and followed Jesus.  Zebedee was probably pretty shocked.  He left his home that morning with his sons, and they all got into their boat, expecting another normal day of fishing.  Up walks this man on the shore, who calls out to his sons, who leave him there alone in his boat with his nets.

These two similar stories both illustrate what it is like when Jesus calls out to you.  In this case, he called out and asked for Peter, Andrew, James, and John to drop their nets and follow him.  What does Jesus’ call look like in your life?  It may sometimes look like something similar to what happened to these four fishermen.  Maybe you’ve been called to a new profession or a new location.  Maybe you’ve been called to more active position of leadership in the church, like a Sunday School teacher, an elder, or a managerial position.  Maybe you’ve been called to follow your passion.  How do you respond to Jesus’ call?  Do you drop what you’re doing and follow him? You might have been called to continue where you currently are but to act with a different focus; on that is more on Christ.

Another hymn that has been running through my head is ‘Will you Come and Follow Me’.  Listen to the words of the song. Each verse is a question that we can ask ourselves to see if we are really listening to God, and what God wants for our lives. Listen as I sing and I pray you discover how it rings true in your life. 

1. Will you come and follow me
If I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know
And never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
Will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown
In you and you in me?


Just pause and think about that last line ‘in you and you in me?


2. Will you leave yourself behind
If I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
And never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare
Should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray’r
In you and you in me?

And God’s answer to prayer in our calling can be as scary or as exciting as our hope and our faith is strong enough to hold onto Christ, in us and we are in him.

3. Will you let the blinded see
If I but call your name?
Will you set the pris’ners free
And never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
And do such as this unseen,
And admit to what I mean
In you and you in me?

And so much of what we do as Christians is helping people see what God has done in our lives, and what God is doing in the lives of others. Can we help these blind to see?

4. Will you love the ‘you’ you hide
If I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
And never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found
To reshape the world around,
Through my sight and touch and sound
In you and you in me?

And I love this verse because sometimes it is SO very hard to love who I am. I see my shortcoming and I can dwell on them. I can get caught up in what I can’t seem to do and miss celebrating what God will do and has done with me, with all of us together. 

5. Lord, your summons echoes true
When you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
And never be the same.
In your company I’ll go
Where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow
In you and you in me.

It’s different for everyone. How do we recognize our ‘call(s)’?  What does a call look like?  For me, sometimes I get a feeling. It is not a one time thing. It may start with a thought that seemingly to coming from out of the blue, and then it keeps appearing.  

Sometimes it comes through a conversation that I have with someone.  There may be a few options that I’m not sure about, and the conversation may open doors, or lead me in a new direction all together.  And once I sense this is some call from God, no matter what way this message has come into my life, through it I am drawn to prayer.

  I have to get myself to a quiet, still place, and talk with God.  It may not necessarily be in a place that’s physically still, like the woods, but it could be in the car with the radio off.  Or for a walk without music playing in my ears.  Just time for me and God.  This quiet stillness allows me to be able to hear what it is that God is trying to tell me.    

I have a ‘call’ to place on each of you. This week allow the stillness to come into your life and listen for God’s call.  It’s hard to say where that call may lead you.  It may leave you to a neighbour who needs a visit or a warm meal, it may lead you to a small, lonely child.  It may lead you to reconnect with a friend that you haven’t seen in sometime. It may be a call to do what you have always done with new meaning purpose that is centered on Christ. Perhaps you are waiting to hear a call to something that you can’t even imagine right now.  Just remember, in all of this, that God doesn’t call the qualified, he qualifies that called.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 173 And can it be that I should gain
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 26 The Lord is with us [Kingsfold]
Next week’s Services

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 60, Psalm 40, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Thank you everyone who came to the mission talk on Friday and especially to the AMS and other who welcomed our guests and saw to refreshments. God bless

Today we welcome Elder Marly Sutherland to the pulpits. Rev. Sutherland is in Port Elgin fulfilling his duties as interim moderator there.

Annual meeting: Zion January 15th 2014; 

Zion, West Branch – Looking for a person to look after mowing the lawn at Zion cemetery this coming season. Please speak to Bonar Morton. A committee has be struck at the AGM to assist in this.

Snow DAY!! We are looking at having a snow sledding day at the Morton farm on February 8th. A time of refreshments will follow. Hope to see you.

Joint Session Meeting – we are looking for a best date to have this meeting
Pastoral Charge Support Committee ??

St. Andrew’s Clairville Closing  - While the session of St. Andrew’s has decided not to use the facility throughout the winter, but has given room for the facility to be used by appeal to the congregation & community to attend
Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha Finished until after Christmas; Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch; Alpha restarting in the new year. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank - Thank you everyone for supporting into the Christmas season. There continues to be a need for baby items and milk. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially, the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Matthew, Martin, Joe, Janet, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, Shelley, Gary & Sheila, St. Andrew’s Clairville
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Mission Moments Discerning where God is at work Two Rivers Mission in Guelph, Ontario is a new worshipping community which is reaching out to people who are open to conversations about faith and spirituality and looking for community. Under the leadership of the Rev. Glen Soderholm, the congregation is exploring ways to be present and attentive to where God is at work amongst their neighbours and friends in the places they inhabit. They gather in people’s living rooms for worship, work together in a community garden, prepare and serve meals for one another and their neighbours, host coffeehouses with local entertainment, and participate in a movie club. Presbyterians Sharing supports new church developments as they reach out to their communities in new ways. 
