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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  
Opening Praise: NBoP 133 Go tell it on the Mountain

insert
Go Tell it on the Mountain 

John W. Work

Chorus: 

Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

While shepherds kept their watching
Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light

Chorus

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo! above the earth
Rang out the angels chorus
That hailed the Savior's birth


Chorus


Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
That blessèd Christmas morn

Chorus

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 8 [Pew Bible] 

1    O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.
2    Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.
3    When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
4    What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?
5    For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.
6    Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:
7    All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;
8    The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!
KJV

1    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
    You have set your glory above the heavens.
2    From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise
    because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.
3    When I consider your heavens,
    the work of your fingers,
    the moon and the stars,
    which you have set in place,
4    what is man that you are mindful of him,
    the son of man that you care for him?
5    You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings£
    and crowned him with glory and honour.
6    You made him ruler over the works of your hands;
    you put everything under his feet:
7    all flocks and herds,
    and the beasts of the field,
8    the birds of the air,
    and the fish of the sea,
    all that swim the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
NIV

Children’s story – The biggest present!

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 138 While Shepherds watched

     BoP 127
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 31:7-15

7For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of Israel. 8Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither. 9They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. 11For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. 12Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all. 13Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow. 14And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the LORD. 15Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not. 
KJV

7This is what the LORD says:
    “Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations.
    Make your praises heard, and say, ‘O LORD, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’
8    See, I will bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth.
    Among them will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labour;
    a great throng will return.
9    They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back.
    I will lead them beside streams of water on a level path where they will not stumble, because I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son.
10    “Hear the word of the LORD, O nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands:
    ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’
11    For the LORD will ransom Jacob and redeem them from the hand of those stronger than they.
12    They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion;
    they will rejoice in the bounty of the LORD—
    the grain, the new wine and the oil,
    the young of the flocks and herds.
    They will be like a well-watered garden, and they will sorrow no more.
13    Then maidens will dance and be glad, young men and old as well.
    I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow.
14    I will satisfy the priests with abundance, and my people will be filled with my bounty,” declares the LORD.
15This is what the LORD says:
    “A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great weeping,
    Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because her children are no more.”
NIV

       Epistle – Galatians 4:1-7

1Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; 2But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. 3Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: 4But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
KJV

1What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. 4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,£ Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 172 As with gladness men of old  

BoP 153
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 1:10-18

10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 18No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.
KJV

10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13children born not of natural descent,£ nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,£ who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,£

 HYPERLINK "qvb://QVB/20381932/syncglossary/35222" 
£ who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.
NIV

Sermon: Servants & Sons

There is a shadow in the Christmas story, and like all shadows we don’t often look at it though it is plainly there in the text, in scripture, in plain sight.

After the account of the wise men coming and presenting their three gifts to Jesus the narrative takes a darker turn. Matthew chapter two, verse sixteen tells how Herod in jealous fury lashes out at the most innocent of innocents, murdering the children of the region of Bethlehem. Herod had chosen his own heirs, his own way, his own destiny for his own people and would not bow that will to anyone. Herod, like man y people in his time took God’s words in scripture and used them to achieve his own selfish ends. 


The world that should have welcomed the Messiah Jesus nearly ended after the Magi left. Jesus was welcomed by angels and by shepherds, by kings, by the faithful in the temple, but the world feared him. The world of rulers, the world where power rests with what one takes from the world unto ones own self, and not with what one can give; these always fear salvation, reconciliation and forgiveness (even/especially when it is most needed).Grace comes through Jesus, the Christ; this grace came with an amazing purpose.


Maybe it is the day we are arm deep cleaning out sink traps, hair-clogs & brushing clean our toilets, or cleaning someone’s room yet again. Maybe we feel it when we drag ourselves back to that employment we promised ourselves and the world we would never go back to. Sometimes we feel like the lowest of lowly slaves; made to work, never thanked, working without much joy. But people will tell you, and it is a word to our own individual wisdoms, ‘the work needs to get done, and someone needs to do it, and you are in the place to do something about it’.


The commandments, from the ten commandments to the hundreds, perhaps thousands of laws that scripture gives us, are not offered as suggestions, guidelines or hints for the living of ones life. Even too the way we are meant to greet each other in blessing, the books of Torah teach us the way through relating to each other and the world, how we can come to know God. 


Some of the tasks of the law can be arduous: the laws concerning food preparation are hard enough to follow today, but imagine a day before refrigeration, or pressurized water taps, before salt was cheap and easy to acquire. Some of the laws were very difficult to follow. There are laws which govern clothing, what is to be worn when in the calendar year. There were laws regarding where to put lights and incense burners in places of worship. There are laws for the keeping of books and literature. There are laws for every relationship from courtship, marriage, to child bearing to rearing, care of in-laws, to local governing, courts of law & justice, and international relations. There were laws in most ancient civilizations, and all had some religious base to them, but few had the implications and we upheld with the purpose that the laws of the Hebrew people were upheld with.


The commands of God can, to the outside world, make us all look like slaves. The world has long misunderstood our faith as dull servitude. The church today is mocked by the unreligious as blindly following rules and laws laid down thousands of years ago. It is one of the ridicules that Israel endured for centuries before Christ came. This is such a hard lesson for those people who value their lives through things that can be taken away, like wealth, prestige, even knowledge.


The laws of God are meant to give God’s people - to give all people - a different sense of worth and purpose than money and wealth and possession offers. The value of your life is not what you know or you don’t know. The quality of your life is not determined by what you can call your own. Your goodness is not visible to the rest of the world by what you wear, what you weald, or whether you are called rich or poor. Your greatest value is how much you love and with that, how much you are loved.


And that is not the relationship we understand between servant and master, though masters have loved and cared for their servants and servants have honoured and loved their masters; because when we are drawn – through God’s guidance - to a relationship that is less about serving a Lord and Master, and feels more like helping a friend, caring for a brother, a sister, a child, a parent. God’s law is about making us into a family, making us all into a family. His family, and we are then children of God. 


So God sent his Son . . . and through Jesus the whole law is fulfilled. The Son of God did not come into the world to get the servants in order, but to teach us, show us, impress on us and prove to us the final lesson of the law: that we are God’s Children, heirs of God’s kingdom, entitled by grace – not by deserving, or earning, or merit – to be called the family of God.


What more do you need in order to feel the love of God? Well, that more you need has been given. Jesus - the only begotten Son of God - came to us, came to this world as human as you and I are, not just to teach and to set an example. Prophets and priests had done this since the days of Adam and Noah.  He did not come simply to perform miracles; though the miracles were in no way simple. Jesus came to give us more than the universe as possession. Jesus came, and came in the form of a servant, not a master. He came to serve all, and in that service he came to die for all, that he might show the over-ruling power of Gods grace and live again for all, now and forever. 


And not for himself, or for His own glory, but so that you might be lifted up.


There are many people in our lives that we know and see each day who help us and care for us, who serve us and do so lovingly. There are many more still you care for us and love us through the service and hard work they complete in daily tasks that bring us food, and warmth, light and even health and life. And while we wish to honour and celebrate their work for us, or our call to serve them in return, we must  most of all rejoice in Christ, who made us more than servants to each other, or slaves before God; but called us to be a loving family, sharing grace & hope, faith and most of all love; and not simply with those we know and like and see eye-to-eye with, but with the whole world.  


And may the love we share be to God’s glory. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion St. Mark’s postponed to January 12th [next week] 

St. Andrew’s Clairville - The session of St. Andrew’s is questioning the winter use of its facility, it now remains open only by weekly appeal. This is not sustainable in the long term. Options are being considered by the session. 
Annual meeting: Zion January 15th 2014
Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages. Starting this week with the story of the Epiphany

Memorial Bulbs – Donate in memory of a loved one or family - St. James(David Cail 785-4323), St. Andrew’s (contact Fillmore Trucking 785-4403) & St Mark’s (Willah Ryan 785-4479) Thank you for your support

Olde Christmas Candlelight Service –The evening of  January 5th at 7pm hosted at St. James, Beersville; Refreshments to follow. Come & worship!!

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 
Community Santa’s Helpers -  Well done all you joyful givers. Our response was all the coordinators could have hoped for and a little more when it counted. God bless.
Food Bank There continues to be a need for baby items and milk. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially, the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Owen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, Marilyn, Shelley, Gary & Sheila, Marcie, Bev & Don, Tammy, St. Andrew’s Clairville
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 204 Thou didst leave Thy throne

BoP 165
Benediction 

Dismissal: [[BoP 110, ] Hark the glad sound vs. 1 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) – by weekly appeal

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Owen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, Marilyn, Shelley, Gary & Sheila, Marcie, Bev & Don, Tammy, St. Andrew’s Clairville
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Mission Moments Hunger and a changing climate At least 70% of the people going to bed hungry in developing countries are farmers. This may be surprising, but it is the people producing food that do not have enough to eat. Climate change means higher temp., crops parched drought, and flooding. It also means more hunger. PWS&D and Canadian Foodgrains Bank teach farmers strategies to adapt to climate change and grow more food for themselves. We work to end global hunger by influencing public policies. Join the Harvest of Letters campaign; write a letter to your MPs urging the Canadian government  to provide support to vulnerable populations dealing with climate change. 
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