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Sunday July 19th  2015 –Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 3 As the deer pants
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 441 Can a little child like me 

  BoP 566
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 89 [Pew Bible] reading vs 1-8

1    I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations.
2    For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens.
3    I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant,
4    Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations.
Selah
5    And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O LORD: thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints.
6    For who in the heaven can be compared unto the LORD? who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the LORD?
7    God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.
8    O LORD God of hosts, who is a strong LORD like unto thee? or to thy faithfulness round about thee?
KJV

1    I will sing of the LORD’S great love forever;
    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations.
2    I will declare that your love stands firm forever,
    that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.
3    You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
    I have sworn to David my servant,
4    ‘I will establish your line forever
    and make your throne firm through all generations.’”
Selah
5    The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,
    your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones.
6    For who in the skies above can compare with the LORD?
    Who is like the LORD among the heavenly beings?
7    In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared;
    he is more awesome than all who surround him.
8    O LORD God Almighty, who is like you?
    You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 12 Church in the wildwood
Scripture Readings:


            OT – 2 Samuel 7:1-14a

1And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and the LORD had given him rest round about from all his enemies; 2That the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. 3And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart; for the LORD is with thee.
4And it came to pass that night, that the word of the LORD came unto Nathan, saying, 5Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou build me an house for me to dwell in? 6Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 7In all the places wherein I have walked with all the children of Israel spake I a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not me an house of cedar? 8Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel: 9And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth. 10Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime, 11And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house. 12And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 14I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: 
KJV

1After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”
3Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.”
4That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:
5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’
8“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. 10And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders£ over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.
“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 12When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.
NIV


            NT – Ephesians 2:11-22

11Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
14For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 19Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
KJV

11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (that done in the body by the hands of men)—12remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 517 See Israel’s gentle Shepherd stand
 
 BoP 339
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 6:30-37 

30And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had done, and what they had taught. 31And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. 32And they departed into a desert place by ship privately. 33And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him. 34And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things. 35And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the time is far passed: 36Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat. 37He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat? KJV

30The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 31Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”
32So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.
35By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they said, “and it’s already very late. 36Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”
37But he answered, “You give them something to eat.”
NIV

Sermon: Give them something to eat

A conference of scientists were meeting at a tropical resort in the Caribbean for a symposium; it was scheduled during a period when staff often took time off after the busiest time of the year; and so, some staff were forced to work.  

One of the lectures of the symposium was being held at an outside venue, and it focused on food science. 

“The presenter began by saying, the onion – as studies have shown – is the only vegetable that can make the majority of the population cry.”

One disgruntled employee, on hearing this, reached down to the sand at his feet as a he stood by a tree, and picking up a coconut lobbed it at the presenter’s head.

   My statements in today’s sermon, I hope, will not result in food being thrown.  


Food is central to our living. It is central to our survival. You think about how you view a twenty dollar bill in the collection plate here in the church, and now think about the same twenty bucks at grocery store. When it comes to food and faith we encounter an uncomfortable reality of our reality. We know we need food in order to survive, do we treat faith with the same respect?


On an existential level, when we have time to philosophize and debate our human nature we come to the conclusion that yes, faith is essential, but our more animalistic side can tend to overwhelm our practice of this well thought out way of living. Do we pause to pray before the meal we are rushing to get down before we get back to the day’s schedule, or does grace get left by the wayside, only for those time when we have time?


The event of Jesus feeding the crowd of thousands is preceded by Jesus looking for a time and place to sit his disciples down for a bit of rest and perhaps a meal for themselves; that is our gospel reading today from Mark. The crowd s of inspired people would not leave them alone. They kept being wherever Jesus and his disciples were. It was not that Jesus wanted to get away and ignore these people, but Jesus sought a right place and conditions for the miracles of preaching to and feeding the thousands. Jesus sought out a place of solitude to give his disciples a rest

I was reminded of this through this week, as I took some time for rest with my family on a short trip to PEI. I can’t turn off my faith, nor who I am as a person of faith. So, while waiting for my food to be prepared at one take out establishment I ended up talking with the staff, though I never once told them I was a minister of any church, by the end of the conversation we shared a moment of prayer for a sick coworker. We talked about going to church and making time of for faith  - even on a busy weekend like what they had just experienced in Rustico and Cavendish. I did not go in the place wearing a collar, but my Christianity compelled me to respond to their hunger and their sense of being lost in their worries; so we shared a moment of prayer, and I heard their story out. Even when we go to a place of rest, of God sees a need we can fill he will put us to work in out faith. It is true of vacations, it is true of retirement, it is true of sick-leaves, study-leaves, maternity-leaves. 

It is not that I cannot turn my ‘pastor’ switch off , its that the invitation to pray in a moment when we find ourselves needing assurance, guidance or a sense of peace should be as natural and easy as opening the fridge to grab a snack when hunger hits us. The life of Christ is not something we can have in one place, and then not have in another. It is not as though you can be a Christianin your own home, or here in church on Sunday and then be like everybody else during the week.

Jesus invites his followers to come with him and have a time of peace and solitude and we are invited to that as well; from our fellowship to be gathered unto ourselves before the Lord in times of devotion and prayer, and in service and mission. In our belief we exchange the currency of faith that we build up as we work on and work out the richness of God’s grace alive in us in order that we might be strengthened by the regular diet of worship and prayer in order to support and strengthen others.

The term-phrase ‘regular diet of worship’ is an old term used to describe the usual worship practice of a Christian community. The regular diet of worship would be the weekly practice of Sunday worship service, but is extended to include bible studies and prayer groups; the weekly/regular practice of sitting down in a setting where faith can be experienced. 

   At a picnic for a the church Bible School, the superintendent stacked a pile of apples on one end of a table with a sign saying, "Take only one apple please - God is watching."
On the other end of the table was a large pile of cookies, on which a student boldly placed a sign on saying, "Take all the cookies you want -- God is watching the apples."

God is watching all that we feed and share, and we have to be cautious about when we act as though God just allows us license concerning our diets. Having been on a few diets over the years, I know the frustration of getting into good eating habits. I appreciate that getting the right portion size is tough, and making sure I am eating the food that will be best for me and not just what I like to eat.

The regular diet of our faith needs to include some things that we may not necessarily like. Ever have a child who won’t eat certain foods, but will always have room for sweets and snacks? We have become a faith culture that will snack our way through the bible, picking out the parts that we like and can skim through and really end up with little to no nourishment, but just a good taste a good feeling in our spirits. Being faithful, honestly and authentically faithful to God might mean we will have food that is good for us, and not necessarily is the sweet candy-coated faith that just makes us feel good for the moment, but does nothing to make us health and strong in God.

 In the memorial service at Olde St. Matthew’s in Clairville, Rev. Danny Compton  used this illustration, and I was so mad because when I had found it online not that long ago I though to the reading for this Sunday and really wanted to use it for this Sunday, so if you’ve heard this please forgive my reuse.

A woman is making pancakes for her kids, and the kids start arguing over who is going to get the first pancake. Deciding it's a good time for a morality lesson, she says to them, "You know, if Jesus were sitting here, He would say 'let my brother have the first pancake'." 
One of the brothers looks at the other and says, "Okay, you be Jesus!"


Can you be Jesus? Can you be Christ-like in a way that from times of rest and reflection you arise strengthened to see your way of helping those around you who are ‘like sheep without a shepherd’? Can you lead them to your Shepherd? 


A lot of good, well-meaning Christians, burn themselves out trying to have all the answers of faith, and all the solutions to life’s troubles. In trying to be like Jesus we can trip up by the overstep of instead of being Christ-like we presume the place of Christ in these people’s lives.


But you are meant to be made whole and it is Christ whose body is broken for you, his blood that establishes the new promises in God’s love that call us into fellowship, even to the great banqueting table over-which is pinned the banner of love. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  , Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Andrew, Robbie, Tyler, the Family & Friends of Thelma Girvan, and everyone traveling and vacationing through the summer season.

Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – The presbytery met on June 30th and has agreed to the investigative committee continuing its work into the fall. 
Session: The session of St. James Beersville is asked to meet following worship today for an arising matter.
Cemetery Group – There will be a get-together for caretakers and interested people regarding our church cemeteries, their care, fees, and long-term plans ay St. James’, Beersville Wednesday July 22nd at 7pm. 

Enclosure Service – Rev. Sutherland will be conducting the special memorial service at the “Enclosure” site where the first Presbyterian Church on the Miramichi, at Wilson’s Point Sunday July 26th at 3pm.

Memorial Services St Andrew’s July 19th 2:30pm, St. James’ August 23rd 2:30pm, St. Mark’s August 30th 1:30pm 
Musical Night – Zion, West Branch will be hosting its annual summer musical night, followed by an ice cream social. Bring your talents or come celebrate other’s Sunday July 26th at 7pm. Donations received.   

Vacation Bible School – the date for this year’s VBS is set for August 3rd to 7th at the Clairville Community Hall. Please share this with families in the area.
There will be a few meeting times over the next week and a half to get ready for this year’s program. 

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 481 Blest be the tie that binds
 
 BoP 318
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: 2 Samuel 11 Psalm 145, Ephesians 3:14-21, John 6:1-21

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you. 

Mission Moments Bringing worship to the people Presbyterians Sharing supports Hanmaum Presbyterian Church in Langley, BC which serves a growing Korean community.  Through worship, Bible studies, family ministry and outreach, Hanmaum is fulfilling its mission to glorify God and to let people know Jesus.  The congregation’s seniors’ ministry reaches out to local Korean seniors who are unable to attend church. Every Wednesday, members bring worship to residents living at Amenida care home in Surrey. The ministry serves the spiritual and emotional needs of the residents as they connect with the church, share in the good news of the gospel and enjoy worship and special musical performances.  The Rev. Philip Kim shares, “Our mission is service, a call to help people in need and to permeate all life with the compassion of God.” 
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