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and to his
embarrassment Iazerus not only came out with
bed~-hair.. he came out with ‘dead-hair’.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent IV

March 18th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings: St. Mark’s, Bass River, March 25th after church [lunch]

Bible Study: Each Tuesday morning at the church manse in Beersville

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Maundy Thursday – Our annual Maundy Thursday Dinner will be held at St. Mark’s Church hall in Bass River on Thursday April 5th at 6:30pm. There is no cost, but donations will be received to offset some expenses. If you would like to help with this meal please speak to Sandy after service on call him 785-4383.

Xmas Eve Funds – It was decided, at the last joint session meeting, that the funds that came through our Christmas Eve collections will be forwarded to Presbyterian Sharing, to bolster each congregation’s contributions for this year, and to support mission work both near and internationally through the church.

Church Growth Workshop – We will be looking to host one of five workshops this spring starting after Easter. We will use the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations as a guide for this workshop. More information will be available in the coming weeks.

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Call to Worship overhead  I have decided to follow JesusLiturgy & Prayer of Approach & Confession 

The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise:   

BoP 66 The Lord of heaven confess
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 111 [BoP 655] 

1    Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation.
2    The works of the LORD are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein.
3    His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever.
4    He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.
5    He hath given meat unto them that fear him: he will ever be mindful of his covenant.
6    He hath showed his people the power of his works, that he may give them the heritage of the heathen.
7    The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure.
8    They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.
9    He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.
10    The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.
KJV

Children’s story – Reginald and the road signs
Reg decided to take a road trip. Have you ever taken a road trip? And on that road trip what did you see? What is something we see every time we drive down a road? Or at least, what is something we always hope we see when we drive down a road?

Have you ever driven with someone who said that they knew a shortcut? And that shortcut took you down a road that lacked that one important thing?

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 769 Lord of light
     BoP 489 

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Number 21:4-9

4And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. 5And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 6And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 
7Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 9And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
KJV

4They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!”
6Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.
NIV


       Epistle – James 2:14-26

14What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 15If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 17Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works. 19Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 20But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 21Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 22Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 23And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 24Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 25Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
KJV

14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
18But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.
20You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.
25In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  songs 121 Close to Thee
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 3:14-21

14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 21But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. KJV

14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” 

NIV
Sermon: The death of faith . . . and its resurrection
Our readings from both John and then also Numbers today encircled the story of one our lost symbols in our faith. When God took the Children of Israel out from Egypt, and while they wandered in the wilderness for two generations, a plague of serpents arose from the ground to test the faith of God’s people. 


Whether it was armies chasing them, cities standing against them, shortages of food and water, the people of God were tested in the wilderness and taught their to trust in God; to have faith. As the book of Numbers tells us, they were going around the land of Edom when they ran short on food and water and they grumbled. They grumbled to each other, they grumbled to God, they came growling to Moses and the other leaders and displayed  - not disbelief – but unbelief. 


They grumbled that what they were being taught would not feed their bellies, they growled that they had it better when they were slaves and persecuted by the Egyptians. The people were suffering the problem that many of us sometimes have. We believe with our stomachs, and our faith is just skin deep. When life really gets hard we stop having faith and only believe in what we can say and hold onto. We even go so far as to believe that God owes us our comfort because we are facing some hardship. 


When this happened among the Israelites, God sent a plague of snakes to make things worse for them. It was so important for them to get over trusting to how things used to be and to have faith in what God was doing and what God was going to do that God made life harder for them; Harder, but not impossible.


Next time you go to the doctor’s office, or the next time you donate to certain medical charities, I want you to notice the symbol that many of them use in one way or another. Though this same symbol came into use also in Greek culture its first roots are in the Hebrew legends of Moses’ journey through the wilderness in the story we read today. The snake on the pole is one of the most ancient symbols of healing. It is still used today throughout the eastern and Mediterranean world.


The snake, fastened to a pole, represents healing; and is especially significant in fields of medicine that use the poisons and infections themselves as the source of cures and treatments. God commanded a graven image of a snake be made, not so that the snake would be worshiped but so that the people would look up, see it, and remember that God would save them even from the bite of the most poisonous snake.  

God must be believed in, especially in times of trial, because if we do not look to God in out times of trouble the only alternative is looking towards our utter destruction. 

And so Jesus, who healed so many who sought to look on him and who trusted in him and their way and their truth, said: “ Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 

When did our faith start to die? Perhaps we haven’t even noticed it has happened. Faith and spirituality are not a part of our everyday talk. When we are young they are all we can talk about. That’s where youth groups get their start, that the whole point in Sunday Schools, it is not to build up faith and fill children full of bibles, but to help children and youth discover what it all means and what they believe. 


What kills faith is not talking about it. Try this at your next dinner table, ask the people you are sitting with what they believe . .  about anything. You might get one of those awkward silences, you might not get an answer at all. But when the time comes and you do get an answer, and it is an honest heart-felt answer to the question ‘what do YOU believe?’ The whole scene changes, the tone of the conversation goes deeper, and it is important to listen.


Because what do we tend to do most often, even with the ones we love and trust the most. We have those surface skimming conversations: “So did you hear about the weather?” “So what do you do?” “How’s your family?” and the like.


Opening the door for that deeper encounter of what someone else believes, and have the courage to honestly encounter and observe another person’s beliefs with appreciation, a spirit of celebration and encouragement, even correction is something we have – in the best ways – lost. Oh, it is not a skill you can ever really get ride of completely.  But we use this ability of discourse to exchange beliefs on cooking recipes, sports teams, computers, phones, stuff. When we talk about what believe in most of our conversations revolve around stuff. Even in our discussions about what we believe as a church we give more attention and energy it seems to our financial resources, our physical structures and our appearance than to the real matter of our faith. 


Somehow, in the long history of the Church, many of us have become fixated on the mundane and throw all of our spiritual energy into maintaining a body that’s pulse is rapidly falling because we’ve clogged and hardened our arteries with junk. We consider Church life like a passive event, or an observer sport, and so we watch our faith performed for us, but we ourselves feel as though we have little to do with OUR FAITH.


And this is a problem that’s older than Christianity. The Roman and Greek religions taught their members to entrust everything to the priest and they would intercede with the gods on behalf of humans. The same became the practice among the Jews as well, but the law directed that prayers and sacrificial acts be shared between priest and the one offering the sacrifice. 


In other words it is like this, and we see it even in the church today, people come to church for worship and education in the faith. That is much of what Sunday worship is about. It is expected that the priest or minister to prepare and perform this rite of faith and everyone should be a part of this observance. This is connected to our evangelism, which is done through the quality of performance displayed at worship events, and whatever interest the priest or minister drums up besides. The Church ‘members’ become passive, casual observers of faith.


And within that same process stands an even bigger problem. For, as we become more and more casual about the activity of our faith, we also begin to believe that our faith is our own, and that no one else has – or should have - any real say in what we believe. And I will make it really simple for you here today, if that is what you believe, than what you believe is wrong. Your Christian faith is turned to the wrong key.

Your faith is not about you and you alone, and if you want proof ask yourself why Christ tells us to love our neighbour. It should be obvious when we consider why Jesus speaks so highly, in his sermons found through out all the books of the gospel, blessings for the givers, the generous, and especially the self-sacrificing. 

Wasn’t Jesus put on a pole, upon a cross for our sakes, that we might have healing, that on looking Christ upon the cross we need not ever be afraid. We have Christ Jesus as our chief symbol and logo of our faith, raised before us on the cross, but better yet – he is not left there – for our symbol of the vacant cross shows that Christ not only died for our sins, but rose for our salvation.  

Our faith is about looking to Christ. It is an active faith, because we do simply sit and stare at a cross and wonder about the suffering and pain, but we call others to come and see this wonder for themselves, and to encounter the living Christ in their own lives. We challenge each other, correcting one another, encouraging each other because our faith is not ours alone, but is the shared inheritance of all God’s people; the whole Church that stands triumphant in the faith in Christ; standing in the light of salvation.

And so when James wrote to the church and told it to make its faith more than a speculation but a real and active thing, his call was extended to us also. We need to be looking to Christ, and follow Christ as we move along our own journey through the wilderness. There are snakes along this path, there are hardships that we must suffer, there are trials. And those trials are there because we welcome those trials. The suffering in our life is our shared lot and is the symbol of our sin, our suffering and our shame.  There is evil. Death, sadness, and tragedy; all our losses and struggles are proof of evil.

Yet we must not look to the works of evil, but we are called to see the deeds of faith; and not just the deeds that are performed for us – as we recall the miracles of Jesus, or the actions of the Apostles, or the service of the saints. We are all of us called to discover the path through life’s wilderness by worshipping God through our own faithful service, as we believe in Christ Jesus – our Strength and redeemer, our Rock and our salvation. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 321 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty



BoP 83
Benediction 

Dismissal: [Westridge] I am tempted, like Lord Jesus

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

As I make my way.

Not to hold the world by power,

Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord,

All day and night.

We share together here a spirit of Hope, and as God’s people we hope to welcome others to join with us in lives celebrating Christ and all He has done. As we journey along the road through temptations, learning faith, and trying to grow closer to Christ we hope that you will journey with us. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys; celebrating your faith in Christ with us.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moments 
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NICARAGUA: Nutrition education Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Denise Van Wissen, a nutritionist working in Nicaragua.  Denise and the SOYNICA team are helping families break the vicious cycle of poverty by teaching about nutrition and healthy food. As a technical advisor to SOYNICA, Denise updates content for educational workshops, leads workshops, and reviews and analyzes periodic reports.  Let us pray for Denise and her co-workers as they help families live healthier lives. 

The Journey to Food Security in Guatemala For millions of small-scale farmers in developing countries, livestock are an important source of nutrition and income. In Guatemala, PWS&D is helping families establish small-scale pig farms while teaching farmers how to provide adequate housing, access veterinary services, and ensure their animals are properly fed and cared for. Families use the income from selling pigs to buy more piglets and expand their businesses, improve their homes, purchase nutritious food, access health care and ensure their children stay in school. This Lenten season, you can help small-scale farmers rise above poverty and invest in their futures through support of PWS&D.
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