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Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 11 I love you Lord
I love You Lord, And I lift my voice 
To worship You O my soul, rejoice! 

Take joy, my King; in what you hear 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound; In Your ear. 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 675 Precious Lord take my hand
Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on, Let me stand
I'm tired, I am weak I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near
When my life is almost gone
Hear my cry, Hear my call
Hold my hand lest I fall
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When the darkness appears and the night draws near
And the day is past and gone
At the river I stand
Guide my feet, Hold my hand
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Responsive Reading: Psalm 51
1    Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;
    according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.
2    Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.
3    For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.
4    Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
    so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.
5    Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
6    Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.
7    Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8    Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
9    Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.
10    Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11    Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12    Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
13    Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you.
14    Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me,
    and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
15    O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
16    You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
17    The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
18    In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of Jerusalem.
19    Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar.
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 401 Tell me the old, old story
1. Tell me the old, old story of unseen things above, of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. Tell me the story simply, as to a little child, for I am weak and weary, and helpless and defiled.

REFRAIN: Tell me the old, old story, tell me the old, old story. Tell me the old, old story of Jesus and his love.

2. Tell me the story slowly, that I may take it in, that wonderful redemption, God’s remedy for sin. Tell me the story often, for I forget so soon; the early dew of morning has passed away at noon.

3. Tell me the story softly, with earnest tones and grave; remember I’m the sinner whom Jesus came to save. Tell me the story always, if you would really be, in any time of trouble, a comforter to me.

4. Tell me the same old story, when you have cause to fear that this world’s empty glory is costing me too dear. Yes, and when the world’s glory is dawning on my soul, tell me the old, old story, Christ Jesus makes thee whole.

Scripture: OT – Jeremiah 31:31-34
31    “The time is coming,” declares the LORD,
    “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.
32    It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers
    when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt,
    because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD.
33    “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD.
    “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.
    I will be their God, and they will be my people.
34    No longer will a man teach his neighbour, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’
    because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,”  declares the LORD.
    “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

                NT – Hebrews 5:5-10

 5So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him,
    “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.”
6And he says in another place,
    “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”
7During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.
Hymn:  BoP 103 Now thank we all our God

1. Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands and voices, who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices; who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

2. O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, and free us from all ills in this world and the next.

3. All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven, the one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore; for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

Scripture: Gospel – John 12:20-33
20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.
23Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
27“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!”
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.
30Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” 33He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.
Sermon: Our response to salvation

The teacher asked the class, “If I had seven oranges in one hand and eight oranges in the other what would I have?” 
One student, looking at her hands as if to start counting out the answer, paused and then shouted out, “Big hands!”

At another time the teacher asked Johnny  “John, how do you spell "crocodile"?”
Little Johnny answered "K-R-O-K-O-D-A-I-L" 
The teacher scowled and said, “No, that's wrong.” 
But Johnny just shrugged his shoulders and said, “Maybe it's wrong, but you asked me how I spell it! 

An old blacksmith felt it was time to quit working so hard, so he decided to pass on his skills to someone else to carry on the trade. He picked out a strong young man to become his apprentice. 

The old fellow was crabby and exacting. " Don't ask me a lot of questions," he told the young man. " Just do whatever I tell you to do." 
So, the next day the old blacksmith took a hot piece of iron out of the forge and laid it on the anvil. " 

Now, get the hammer over there," he said. " When I nod my head, hit it real good and hard." 
Now the town is looking for a new blacksmith.


It’s in the relationship between a master and an apprentice, and instructor or a professor or teacher and a student, and most certainly of all between a parent and a child; trying to pass on the knowledge of what is right, and what works, what is moral and what is true can be a frustrating process. While we have these human experiences to draw an example from just try and fathom how God, who calls us into being and wants us to live to the full potential of who and what we are, must experience our difficulty sometimes inability to ‘get’ what is being taught and what is being offered.


Salvation, we get the concept, but do we appreciate the reality of our own salvation? 


Every church, every form of church, and to be fair every Christian has a different idea about what the right response to ‘salvation’ should be. It is fair to say that no one answer, and no one element makes up out whole response to salvation. 


Now I began this sermon joking about and talking about learning lessons, and I see that salvation is the result, the graduation from learning lessons. It is not necessarily something we get - as in receive at the time we connect with God’s purpose and message for us - but really salvation is what we realize was there all along inspiring us to come closer to God; and the result is recognizing our own salvation by God through Christ in the Spirit. And that is something we can smile about, because that is no joke. It is very serious, and very seriously awesome.

Look at today’s reading from the Psalms, from Psalm 51: “1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.” 

See! That’s salvation! Need a long explanation? The psalmist – in the case of today’s reading this seems to be David, but it is not just any psalm of David this is the psalm written when David is confronted by the prophet Nathan in the worst sin of David’s entire life – and now David writes this powerful and beautiful description, not of his sin. No! That is not what is going to define David, not the sin, but the salvation.

D. L. Moody puts it this way, “Looking at the wound of sin will never save anyone. What you must do is to look at the remedy.” 


Does David speak about his sin? Yes! Yes he does, but he does not dwell on it. David’s sin is only a reference point for his salvation – verses 3-5 - to show the need for salvation. See! That is the first sign of salvation. Sin puts up walls, divisions between you and God, between each one of us, and in ourselves between who we are and who we ought to be; sin takes over the definition of our lives. A Benedictine Nun of the late 1300s wrote: “Sin separates, pain isolates, but salvation and comfort unite.”
You want to see if someone realizes their salvation take a look at what defines who they are. If it is anything except their relationship with God - first-and-foremost - then they still have room to grow in their realization of salvation. Are they willing to be in someone’s life besides their own? Are they drawn to bring their own life to some sense of unity and purpose that doesn’t come simply from what they have, or what they claim to own? 


But this sermon is not titled, ‘Realizing Salvation’, this is ‘Our response to salvation’. So, if the first response to salvation is the taking down of barriers that would include something that is mentioned in another psalm, in Psalm 100 (vs.3) ‘That the Lord is God’ [or that God is Lord], and with that every barrier comes down. And it leads us to our second response to salvation, and that is looking for and putting God’s desires for us ahead of what we might want for ourselves.


At verse seven of today’s psalm, David writes, “Cleanse me with Hyssop and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.” This is where I argue translation and use. More literal translations say Purge rather than cleanse and that is both the medicinal and technical use of the herb hyssop. Hyssop is an herb that since its earliest recorded use is not only associated with cleaning, but – in several regions and through several religions – it is used for cleaning sacred spaces. Hyssop my also be part of the reason we call our cleaning products soap. It is beautiful, it is fragrant, and it is available all around in the regions that it grows; it is not used only for cleaning; but also for teas, and for some aromatic cooking, but even then it is viewed as being a cleansing and healing ingredient. What a perfect choice to illustrate the realization of salvation, but more than this to move from realization to embodiment of that salvation; ‘wash me and I shall be whiter than snow’.


The cleansing that David goes on to describe – verses seven to twelve – is not trivial, neither is it gentle. At verse eight he even says “let the bones you have crushed rejoice”, now crushed is a fair translation of the word, but in its use it more simply means ‘broken to be reset’. David admits to being broken, not broken by his sin, but broken by God’s grace in order to be reset in what is right. And that is a startling realization of God’s love for us. 


In being loved this way by God, we are called to share the impossible wonder of this grace with others. It is the natural response. It is not as though we can give something back to God that will equal and balance and return in some way what we have been given. Again, David says “16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”
 
While salvation is the event of God’s saving power being realized in our lives what it creates is a life lived in sanctification; that is, the process of living out that salvation. We are first washed [salved], and then the lessons of keeping clean [sanctified] take root. Evangelist and activitist Martin Luther King Jr. put it this way, “We ain’t what we want to be. We ain’t what we gonna be. But, thank God, we ain’t what we was.”


The response to salvation is praise, and it is praise that the world can see and hear. The response to salvation is to look into other’s lives and offer them the same salvation you’ve realized in your own life. Here again the psalm reads: “Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you.” And you can be sure that if you are looking into the lives of others and are not seeing that there might be ways to offer them help and direction, to turn back to God, be read to have your life turned, because God may be changing your life’s course again.

A magazine editor, a preacher & pastor, and an accomplished author of the past century, A.W. Tozer pointed out, “In coming to Christ we do not bring our old life up to a higher plane; we leave it at the Cross. The corn of wheat must fall into the ground and die.”

We are drawn to our Gospel reading today, as Jesus used that same description to talk about the means of all our salvation. IN order for the new day in God’s love to come that perfect love of God in Christ had to become dead and buried so that all of our sin might be dead and buried too. While our sin was to put the Messiah of God, Christ Jesus, up on that cross to died and down into the tomb to turn to dust, God our most wretched sin into the most wonderful salvation.

Psalm 51 is a resurrection story, David at his lowest, at his worst, becomes David at his most dedicated and renewed in faith. But that just foreshadows the wondrous truth that was coming in Christ. Christ’s glorification comes through embodying the most inglorious, shameful and painful form of execution, but before his death Christ proclaims it: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. ”  


Of all our life’s glories, there is none that compare to the glory of the life to come. We must never put the values of this world and close our hearts to God’s instruction. It means being humble to believe that even at our most righteous we can still sin, and even at our most knowledgeable and understanding, we can be mistaken, but God makes no mistakes even we are a part of God’s great and everlasting purpose for creation.


And so we end with some words we have already sung: “Yes, and when the world’s glory is dawning on my soul, tell me the old, old story, Christ Jesus makes thee whole.” Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Willah, Don
Announcements:  
Maundy Thursday – Sandy is looking for some help in getting dishes ready for this event, and to have a few people helping set up on the day. 
Good Friday - Service will be hosted at St. James’ Beersville, starting at 7pm
The Joint Session Met last week to set our calendar for spring & summer. There will be a session meeting for Clairville March 25th @2pm. 

Communion– Will be celebrated in worship on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday

Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of Investigation Committee consists of Doug Blaikie, Kent Burdett, Sylvia Harris, Dallas Davis. They have been tasked with assessing the viability of the pastoral tie within the charge The expectation is that this process should be concluded by then of June.
Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Will start after Easter, we are hoping that weather improves and people can get out.

Snow Day – Sorry for having to postpone this event. There was just too much on Rose & Daryl’s schedule.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Yoga – Classes on hold in Harcourt, but are ongoing Mondays in Clairville

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: songs 112 Blessed Assurance 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long.

 Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain

 Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Saviour am happy and blest; 

Watching and waiting; looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain

Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
[tune Westridge BoP 411]

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

As I make my way.
Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm 107, Ephesians 2:1-10, John 3:14-21

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments World Water Day Access to clean water in Chimbonano village in southern Malawi used to be a huge challenge. Community members had to drink from unclean water sources or travel far distances to access clean water. Flonnie Mpunga knows how dangerous the situation was for her village. “Waterborne diseases were common and we spent a lot of time nursing each other. We couldn’t work hard in our fields, so we experienced food shortages.” But all that has changed thanks to a Presbyterian   World Service & Development program providing access to safe water by digging boreholes and wells. Flonnie shares, “Our lives have improved. We no longer spend long hours fetching water. I have enough time to prepare my field and take care of my family. The well has improved my family’s health, as well as the health of the whole community.”

PAGE  
7

