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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent V

March 25th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements: 

Annual Meetings:  TODAY St. Mark’s, Bass River, March 25th after church 

Bible Study: This Tuesday, 10am at the Manse 3279 Rte 465. 

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Aerobics Classes – Keep moving through the frozen winter months. Marly is offering exercise classes at the Harcourt legion Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. $25 per month or $5 per class. Call Marly at 785-4383 for more details 

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Choir - Choir practices continue this week. The Gospel Hymn Sing is planned for the 15th of  April at St. Paul’s Brown’s Yard.

Maundy Thursday – Our annual Maundy Thursday Dinner will be held at St. Mark’s Church hall in Bass River on Thursday April 5th at 6:30pm. There is no cost, but donations will be received to offset some expenses. If you would like to help with this meal please speak to Sandy after service on call him 785-4383.

Church Growth Workshop – We will be looking to host one of five workshops this spring starting after Easter. We will use the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations as a guide for this workshop. More information will be available in the coming weeks.

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Call to Worship [overhead] A new commandment
Liturgy & Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 60 Let us with gladsome mind 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 51 [BoP 638] 

Children’s story – Mike’s big mouth

Children’s Hymn: BoP 163 Tell me the stories of Jesus
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 31:31-34

31    “The time is coming,” declares the LORD,
    “when I will make a new covenant
    with the house of Israel
    and with the house of Judah.
32    It will not be like the covenant
    I made with their forefathers
    when I took them by the hand
    to lead them out of Egypt,
    because they broke my covenant,
    though I was a husband to them,”
    declares the LORD.
33    “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel
    after that time,” declares the LORD.
    “I will put my law in their minds
    and write it on their hearts.
    I will be their God,
    and they will be my people.
34    No longer will a man teach his neighbor,
    or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’
    because they will all know me,
    from the least of them to the greatest,”
    declares the LORD.
    “For I will forgive their wickedness
    and will remember their sins no more.”

       Epistle – James 3:9-18

9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. 10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 11Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 12My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 291 Word of God, across the ages
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 12:20-33

20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.
23Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
27“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!”
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.
30Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” 33He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.
Sermon: The tongues of peacemakers
What has your mouth been doing this week?


Our mouths are used for all sorts of things. By them we breath, through them we speak, we sing, we whistle and hum, we can play some musical instruments, we kiss and we receive kisses. In our speech we declare our truth or whisper our lies [or is it the other way around]. We call out to each other, and we scream and curse at one another.


Our mouths are a means to bless the world around us, or to be patient and silent while we wait for the invitation to speak. Our mouths are but one way that we can tell the world who we are, and are by no means the only way of conveying truth and good news. 

When its not Sunday, and you are dressed in your ‘work cloths’, or dolled up in your ‘goin’ out cloths’, or lounging in ‘sweats and a T-shirt’, resting after work, entertainment, or church, what are you like?


Are there some similarities between when you are dressed up for one thing and dressed down for ‘nothing’s-going-on’ times?


You may be like this, or you might know people who have the tendency to change their character with their cloths, and part of it is how we feel about ourselves in the different uniforms we have to wear in our lives, and another is that we are treated differently depending on what we wear. 


And is this the way the world sees us, and better yet – and fairer to ask – is this the way we see ourselves?

The former Franciscan priest Brennan Manning said:

"The greatest cause of atheism in the world today is Christians, who acknowledge Jesus with their lips, then walk out the door, and deny Him by their lifestyle.  That is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable."  -


Our unbelieving world is growing. It is filling up the world of our friends and neighbours, of our children, of our parents, of our employees, our leaders; who went out and told the world it is okay to – not only deny Christ – but believe in nothing at all. 


We might like to point the fingers at cowardly church leaders who have softened the Christian message to the point where no moral teaching is now offered by the church; and we may prefer to agonize over the difficulties in speaking over the loud and flashy popular media that has captured people’s attention and turned so many to follow after the vain and pointless pursuits of money and wealth as forms of happiness; but then, we only end up pointing a scolding finger at our selves in the end anyway. 


We like to point. It is the easiest way to get the attention away from ourselves, we get the attention away from ourselves so that no one can look too closely at us. We make seeming good excuses for ourselves, and we need to be careful about the excuses we make, because too often we are excusing what is best about us. 


How many of us, when explaining to someone else that we go to church and that we read our bibles, and that we are Christians, tell it to people as though we are making an excuse for the way we live our lives, and all the things we don’t do because we are trying to follow Christ. 


James is trying to get the church to really look at these sort of tendencies. Just like when he was telling the people of the church to have a faith that people could see, and not simply hear or read about; James is now saying here in chapter three ‘when you are saying something about what you believe, see your own truth for truth and your own lies for lies’.


I have seen many-a-preacher over the years beat their head against a wall with congregations who will sit and hear a message on Sunday, celebrating it as truth at the door at the end of church, then act against those words and the living testimony that follows for the rest of the week. 


I have seen many-a-church member become frustrated in their attempts to share the gospel, because they feel unsupported by the rest of their church; both by fellow members, and ministers and church councils.


We come to a very key point, of deciding to be one thing that the world around us is opposing, we rub against a grain that we have long followed. IN accepting Christ, and in declaring Christ’s teaching and life and earth and resurrection to be for our sakes, we deny the world’s teaching that everyone’s beliefs and action are acceptable on some level. 


What happens when we are permissive? Well perhaps we should ask what it means to be permissive? Do we give permission for every kind of living? Some would say yes. Yet even Christ, who associated with thieves, tax collectors, prostitutes, still recognized those people as sinners. Jesus never denied a person’s tendency to sin, or set aside a wrong action or incorrect beliefs. Jesus confronted it, often bluntly and plainly, even among his closest friends and family. Christ Jesus was forgiving, and there is a big difference between being forgiving and being permissive.


Jesus did not do things for his for his own popularity, and in some circles that were set on being well regarded this made Jesus very unpopular. What was the problem that the Pharisees had with Jesus? It was not that he gave permission for sinners to sin, but that he was forgiving of sinners. We’ve gotten in the habit of giving people in our lives permission to sin rather than pointing out and then forgiving their sin.


And why? Well, who wants to start a fight? Honestly, as Christians in our mainline churches we do not like to get into fights with our neighbours, with our political leaders. We wish to be viewed and nice people; easy to get along with, and the kind of people anyone would want to have around. We permit, rather than protest, the sins of the world; and so we try to be two people at once. We cannot be righteous and forgiving while following the unrighteous and being permissive of all they do and believe. 


We confess Christ in this fellowship, but we still today struggle with the declaration of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We don’t do this for our own sakes, or to make ourselves the most popular, or to be the ‘best show in town’, or to fill up the pews with like-minded people. The church is not to be the place where people come simply because they are accepted, but the fellowship of the church is where we who gather accept that we are forgiven and are in need of forgiveness. 


And our lives together are to be lives of peace, submitting to the needs we face together, offering mercy and love to each other, as we accept Christ together with sincerity.


And in this we shall glorify – not ourselves, but we shall glorify God; and the peace, which passes all understanding, shall be the sign of God’s love in knowledge we share through faith. 

Amen
 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 165 Thou didst leave Thy throne
Benediction 

Dismissal: [Westridge] I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
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