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FROSTY prided himself in being a self made

man.. but we all knew it was all fluff,
| Corinthians 4:7-8
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent II

March 4th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements: 

Annual Meetings:    St. James’ Beersville, March 4th after church [lunch]




St. Mark’s, Bass River, March 11th after church [lunch]

Bible Study: Each Tuesday morning at the church manse in Beersville

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Sacrament of Baptism – Elle Fillmore - daughter of Luc & Natalie , sister of Libby  - will be baptized next Sunday at St. Andrew’s in Clairville.

Aerobics Classes – Keep moving through the frozen winter months. Marly is offering exercise classes at the Harcourt legion 7pm Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. $30 per month or $5 per class. Call Marly at 785-4383 for more details 

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Note – The party for Mary Petley that was scheduled for yesterday has been moved to this afternoon 2-4 at the Legion Hall in Harcourt. Happy Birthday Mary!

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Call to Worship overhead  Open my eyes Lord

Liturgy & Prayer of Approach & Confession 

The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 411 Stand up and bless the Lord
  BoP 328

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 48 [BoP 637] 

1    Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.
2    Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.
3    God is known in her palaces for a refuge.
4    For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together.
5    They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away.
6    Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.
7    Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind.
8    As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God: God will establish it for ever.
Selah
9    We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple.
10    According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness.
11    Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments.
12    Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.
13    Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.
14    For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.
KJV

Children’s story – God promises the bad days too

Children’s Hymn: songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Genesis 17:1-7

1And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 2And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 3And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,
4As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 5Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.
7And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 
KJV

P_______

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. 2I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.”
3Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. 6I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 
NIV

 Epistle – James 1:19-27

19Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 26If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. 27Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
KJV

P______

19My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.
22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.
26If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 27Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 291 Thou whose almighty word
  
BoP 95

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 8:31-38

31And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 33But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men. 34And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 35For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. 36For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 38Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.KJV

P___

31He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
33But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”
34Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 37Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 38If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
NIV

Sermon: The list

When pop culture talks about the Sunday sermon it usually is referred as something along the lines: “The long version of your parents’ speeches about dos and don’ts”, stretched over fifteen or twenty minutes or a half an hour or an hour, whatever you prefer, and made to sound stuffy enough to be religious. And if you are not sure if that is what the rest of the world thinks about what we are doing here, check with some of the people who did not come to church today and ask them what they thought the service would be like.


We think we know what it is all about. We get convinced, by one thing or another, that we have our way of being Christian essentially right, and that really what we are here for is to be a good example for those other people who have not quite caught on yet; just hoping they will breeze in through the door.


Well, it was not enough for the apostle James when he wrote to the church, and still today that way of believing and doing nothing does not cut it either. If what you believe about Christ, and about Christian faith and practice compels you to keep your faith locked up tight in a safe place where no one – not even your family and friends – can know what you believe, then you have been fooled, deceived right out of Christianity. The apostle James says that: [1:23,24] “Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror, and after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.” 


I remember a children’s story I heard as a child – it was about a school set up by lobsters to teach crabs to walk in the right direction. As soon as the little crabs got out from school and walked home with their parents sideways, when the little crabs showed up for school the next day it was back to square one.


And so we have a generation who have watched people attend church for an hour on Sunday and then the rest of the week fail to live out the teachings of scripture in both the way they conducted themselves and faith that was shared within their own households. 


So we are left with the hard task of starting over on square one. Of starting over - not at the point in our faith where we think we are – but where reality tells us we are. 


One of the ways that Presbyterians are traditionally recognized is by the way they recognize the ideology of total depravity. The idea is that simply, the best way that we can regard ourselves is – first of all – never being good enough to be redeemed, and secondly as never achieving enough to earn redemption. This is, for our ancestor in this denomination, a good starting viewpoint in which to grow in our faith. 


I am not sure, exactly, if that is the way that we are viewed today. Sometimes I think we can give off the impression that we are quite in the know and have our faith all sorted out. I sure hope not. 


Because assuming that we do know what we are doing, and can proceed without checking our faith, or our behaviour, with anything puts us in the shoes/sandals of Simon-Peter who rebuke Christ Jesus for facing the seeming impossible challenge of the authorities of that day. When Jesus said he would face the world’s opposition, even if it meant his death, Simon called Peter said “No Lord, by no means do this.”


And we say the same thing every time we look at a budget in the red and say, “Well that’s the end of us and everything we stand for.”


We share the same position of Peter when we look at the challenge of sharing our faith with the unbelievers in our midst, and we say to ourselves and to others, “Oh, I could never do that.”


And when we say to the world or ourselves that what we know, and how strong our faith is now, and what we have done is enough; then I hope we’d hear the echo of Christ’s words, as he shouts out to our lost souls: “Get behind me Satan.”


Because if our pride and self righteousness, if our fear and doubts place us in the way  of what God is doing you have God’s promise that you will be swept aside.


Or maybe, deep down, that truly is the way you are feeling. Was there a point, or just a gradual distancing you felt from the work of the church, that caused you to feel out of touch and set aside? So many members of once strong churches have that feeling, that at some point the rest of the church up and got going and simply left them behind somewhere. Some people even feel that way about life.


And that feeling is a deception; because God has not left you, God has not abandoned you; and when at last that God is [Emmanuel] right there with you I hope you will be kind enough to mention it to the rest of us as your realize your faith.


Because there are things that we are meant to do once we come to faith in Christ. Some people just stop right there; right at the beginning where they say, “I believe God, and In Jesus Christ my Saviour and Lord . . .”


Is that the end of our faith? Is that the goal? No, and never believe it. That is the beginning, and while we cherish the beginnings we have been given goals to reach for, more deeply in our faith that are within our grasp. Its not some colossal leap of faith between declaring faith and ministering in the faith, offering the testimony of the good news in your life, and sharing belief in Christ. Ask yourself, when was the last time you actually gave voice to what you believe. If you were asked right now about what you believed, how would you answer, how confident would you be in giving that answer, and could you back up what you were saying. 


And no, I am not saying that you couldn’t do this.. I believe that many of you could give voice to your faith, and with confidence point out the way s in your life that you live up to your statement of faith.


That certainly seemed to be the cased of James speaking to the church when he wrote his letter. Stating faith, and having some faith was not really the problem, but James challenges the church to keep growing in faith by doing. We do what we believe in most. We believe in our families, we do the work that we believe will build up our family. We believe in our jobs and hobbies, we busy ourselves with the work of our employments. And people know us by the way we show what we believe in. When people say your name, what do they say about you? ‘Ah, there is Sandy. He sure makes a good cheesecake.’


So what are you doing. James writes [verse 22]: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. ” 


Coming to church and enduring yet another long sermon, and trying to sing hymns you know or maybe you don’t know, and staying awake through those long prayers, this is not enough. But what comes next, the more you have to do, should come as naturally to you because the living of your faith in Christ is meant to be as normal feeling and as refreshing to you as drawing breath.


I pray you have known that, that you have felt that. In a time when you have shared the way that Christ has made you strong, that you felt strong and refreshed in the sharing. And if it has been some time since you’ve done this, share it again with the people close to you, who you can trust to listen to you. Share it with the people who think have already heard, and who already know. 


We come together, and we celebrate that God brings us together for that very reason.


Because the faith we share and we declare is not some complicated thing, but is as easy to do as to say or read about. It comes as naturally as helping those who are clearly in need – the poor, the orphaned, the widowed – and as fulfilling and standing in the midst and living our lives so that others can see that we believe in Christ Jesus, and in the salvation that is ours, and is our strength that allows us to stand. May God be praised.

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 65 The ninety and nine
Benediction 

Dismissal: [Westridge] I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
We share together here a spirit of Hope, and as God’s people we hope to welcome others to join with us in lives celebrating Christ and all He has done. As we journey along the road through temptations, learning faith, and trying to grow closer to Christ we hope that you will journey with us. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys; celebrating your faith in Christ with us.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moments 

The Journey to Food Security in Nicaragua 
In an impoverished neighbourhood in Nicaragua’s capital city, Managua, where malnutrition, violence and substance abuse are all too common, Elizabeth and her 14-month old daughter, Ashley, are learning to thrive. Thanks to a PWS&D program in their area, Ashley is overcoming anemia as her mother learns the importance of a balanced diet and proper nutrition. Every week, program staff visit Elizabeth and Ashley to discuss a variety of issues, including good nutrition, brain development and financial budgeting. For many families in this neighbourhood, raising healthy children is not just about earning enough money to put food on the table, but about learning to purchase and prepare healthy meals. This Lenten season, help young families like Elizabeth’s commit to leading stronger and healthier lives through support of PWS&D. 
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 ROMANIA: The Gift of Music Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Brian Johnston, an English and music teacher at the Hungarian Theological Institute in Cluj, Romania and an avid photographer. Brian’s choir of theological students travels throughout Transylvania, sharing their gift of music with people needing hope and grace. The choir was recently able to purchase a portable piano, helping them minister in areas that lack instruments. Brian is thankful for the support and inspiration he receives from Canadian Presbyterians.  Let us pray for Brian and his choir and they share music and hope. 
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