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Service of Worship

November 15th 2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 7 Glorify Thy Name

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: songs 46 Standing on the promises
Responsive Reading: Psalm 16

1    Keep me safe, O God,
    for in you I take refuge.
2    I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
    apart from you I have no good thing.”
3    As for the saints who are in the land,
    they are the glorious ones in whom is all my delight.£
4    The sorrows of those will increase
    who run after other gods.
    I will not pour out their libations of blood
    or take up their names on my lips.
5    LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup;
    you have made my lot secure.
6    The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
    surely I have a delightful inheritance.
7    I will praise the LORD, who counsels me;
    even at night my heart instructs me.
8    I have set the LORD always before me.
    Because he is at my right hand,
    I will not be shaken.
9    Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will rest secure,
10    because you will not abandon me to the grave,£
    nor will you let your Holy One£ see decay.
11    You have made£ known to me the path of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence,
    with eternal pleasures at your right hand.
NIV
Children’s Reflection – The Habits of the animals
Children’s Hymn: BoP 431 What a friend we have in Jesus
Scripture: OT – 1 Samuel 2:1-10

1Then Hannah prayed and said:
    “My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is lifted high.
    My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your deliverance.
2    “There is no one holy like the LORD;  there is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.
3    “Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance, for the LORD is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed.
4    “The bows of the warriors are broken, but those who stumbled are armed with strength.
5    Those who were full hire themselves out for food, but those who were hungry hunger no more.
    She who was barren has borne seven children, but she who has had many sons pines away.
6    “The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up.
7    The LORD sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts.
8    He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
    he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honour.
    “For the foundations of the earth are the LORD’S; upon them he has set the world.
9    He will guard the feet of his saints, but the wicked will be silenced in darkness.
    “It is not by strength that one prevails;
10    those who oppose the LORD will be shattered. 

He will thunder against them from heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the earth.
    “He will give strength to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed.”
NIV
            Epistle – Hebrews 10:11 – 25

11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. 13Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, 14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
15The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:
16    “This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord.
    I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” [Jer. 31:33]
17Then he adds:
    “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” [Jer. 31:34] 

18And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.
19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
NIV
Hymn:  BoP 362 Lord of all power
Scripture: Gospel – Mark 13:1-8

1As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!”
2“Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?”
5Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.
NIV
Sermon: The habits of others

Last week I saw the same person at a variety of places five days in a row; and no it was not Marly or the boys. Though there have been days where I sometimes see them for a short while at the beginning of the day and maybe before we all go to bed. That’s the other side of this point.


When it happens that I get to see members of the congregation on more than one day a week I celebrate it. I celebrate it more when it is several times a week, and even more when those days are consecutive. 


Why, why you might ask when you have grow up with – many of you – and been around and live your life with these same people most of the time? Because as a minister of a four point charge I don’t always have that opportunity, or pleasure of casually always running into you. It is nice to meet you when I am about my course of work during the week and you are about yours because for me at least I get some sense that we are on a parallel course, working side by side, rather than a perpendicular course which means we are always butting heads.


I digress.


In chapter ten of Hebrews the writer is almost to the point now of complaining about the repetitive nature of religion. We conduct the same ceremonies time and again expecting a different result; that, according to Albert Einstein is not religion that is insanity. When we focus mainly on what we are doing and make our faith about what we can do and control, when we do not look to Christ and stand firm first and foremost on what God has done.


The Jewish faith had become idolatrous about itself. They worship had moved from the worship of god, to the worship of the things that God had done, and was now in the state of spiritual decline where the law was worshiped, or the temple was worshipped and revered, they worshiped the fact that they were God’s chosen people. They lost sight of the worship of God.


A man had a habit of grumbling at the food his wife placed before him at family meals. Then he would ask the blessing.
One day after his usual combination complaint-prayer, his little girl asked, "Daddy, does God hear us when we pray?"

"Why, of course," he replied. "He hears us every time we pray."

She pauses on this a moment, and asked, "Does he hear everything we say the rest of the time?"

"Yes, dear, every word," he replied, encouraged that he had inspired his daughter to be curious about spiritual matters.

However, his pride was quickly turned to humility...

"Then which does God believe?"


We can get into some bad habits, habits that might make sense way back when, when we started them a simple reactions to a moment, but the reason is past why must the habits continue. When we stop observing what is going on and get into routines, blind routines that are simply going to take us to a place where we stumble in our lives, stumble in our faith.

The relationship had broken down because the people of God were not listening to God, even though God was listening and mindful of them and their needs. The gifts of deliverance, and law, and a good land, a great history, a place for worship were given by God to unify them. Now it separated them. They were being drawn apart by their misunderstanding and misuse of God’s gifts.

When the disciples brought their love of the temple to Jesus, Jesus refocused their attention back on their relationship with God. He brought their spirits to stop looking simply at the past or even just at the temple and the faith of today, but to look ahead. 

God is God of yesterday today and forever, but we can get all caught up with the yesterdays and what God has done, or be selfish and looking at only what we’ve got in what God is doing here and now. We must not forget about the forever future, that God is doing a new thing; God will always doing a new thing.  

Our attention to be drawn to the days that are coming. Even the events Jesus is pointing to; the wars, famines, plagues, earthquakes, we are not told just look for them, but to look beyond them. So he says, “ . . . these are but the birth-pangs”

What we have seen, what we have done, what we have heard about, this is just a beginning. There is SO much more ahead of us. God has bigger plans than  buildings, this or any other. God has a grander plan our history or the present reality of the church can tell us. The world needs us to be so visionary, so faithful in listening to God’s will, that we would seek after the plan God has for the church of tomorrow, so that what we do here today will be for the growth, the life and the strength of those coming after us; the generations yet unborn, yet unseen.

John Powell once wrote that “We are creatures of habit. Old cranks have practiced all their lives, just as old saints have likewise practiced all their lives.” 

Minister and preachers get into habits too: “A pastor was in the habit of reading every word of his sermons - which were rather long and tedious.  One of the congregation thought to cure him of this, and, before the service, slipped into the pulpit and removed one page at random.
The preacher began.  After a while he reached the point where the page was gone.   "And Adam said unto Eve..."  He paused.   "And Adam, err, said unto Eve...There seems to be a leaf missing!"”
 
Some are in the habit of only looking at today (or yesterday), in the habit of seeing only what has been done and what was. Some are in the habit of meeting less when they disagree and things get tough. 

But let it always be our habit, that good or ill, we do not move from our habit of meeting together in the love of God, unless it is to make those times together more frequent; as we see more and more each day how the love of God calls from these days into an everlasting tomorrow.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Florence, the Bragg family, the Reidpath family, the people of Paris, Kenya and all places suffering the pain of terrorism.
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – Thank-you everyone who came out for the discussion on Wednesday night. The committee will meet with the joint session and then report to presbytery in November. You are encouraged to continue correspondence with the committee presclerk@nb.aibn.ca
Communion – We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a part of our Advent/Christmas observance. November 29th St. Mark’s, December 6th Zion & St. James’, December 13th St. Andrew’s. Please share with friends & neighbours.
Bible Study –Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson is paused for the next couple of weeks, but we will be meeting into December to explore Christmas songs as we look at ‘Hymns and the Bible’.

Hymn Sing – Sunday, November 22nd at 7pm in Beersville Come together and sing the hymns of praise that uplift our faith and strengthen our community. A time of fellowship will follow.

Guest Preacher – Nick Stam will be visiting next Sunday to lead worship.

Stewardship Event – Rev. Herb Gale will be visiting the Pastoral Charge on November 24th to give a presentation on how to help our congregations’ finances and use our reaources wisely. He has been working with congregations across the country, helping them through difficult situations such as ours. We will need a congregation to host this event, expected to take place during the day time.
Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 85 Great is thy faithfulness
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 28 We celebrate the gifts we share
Our next worship will be: 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Daniel 7:9-14, Psalm 93, Revelation 1:4-8, John 18:33-37

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to get to know you; to celebrate your gifts and grow together in our faith in Christ. God bless you, and welcome.

[image: image1.jpg]~And he fumed | [ My Gra
Hu: \ﬁaferul:‘efo éoes‘r ‘ﬁ:ﬁi.’

.50, Jesus asked for
Jars of water..




Mission Moments Nov. 20 Universal Children’s Day. Rural Afghanistan, Tasal spent each day helping father Zaman raise livestock and cultivate crops on their parcel of land. Tasal was happy to support his family, but because he was busy helping his father, he didn’t get the chance to go to school.  PWS&D’s Girls Education Project team conducted meetings in Tasal’s village to teach members of the community about the ways that an education can help girls and boys access opportunities for brighter futures. At the end of the session, Zaman was inspired to enroll his son at the local school. “I now understand that it is not only his right to go to school but it is also my responsibility to encourage him and support him.” 
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