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Service of Worship

November 1st  2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 1 Be glorified

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 233 Love divine all loves excelling
Responsive Reading: Psalm 119:1-16

1    Blessed£ are they whose ways are blameless,
    who walk according to the law of the LORD.
2    Blessed are they who keep his statutes
    and seek him with all their heart.
3    They do nothing wrong;
    they walk in his ways.
4    You have laid down precepts
    that are to be fully obeyed.
5    Oh, that my ways were steadfast
    in obeying your decrees!
6    Then I would not be put to shame
    when I consider all your commands.
7    I will praise you with an upright heart
    as I learn your righteous laws.
8    I will obey your decrees;
    do not utterly forsake me.
9    How can a young man keep his way pure?
    By living according to your word.
10    I seek you with all my heart;
    do not let me stray from your commands.
11    I have hidden your word in my heart
    that I might not sin against you.
12    Praise be to you, O LORD;
    teach me your decrees.
13    With my lips I recount
    all the laws that come from your mouth.
14    I rejoice in following your statutes
    as one rejoices in great riches.
15    I meditate on your precepts
    and consider your ways.
16    I delight in your decrees;
    I will not neglect your word.
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 251 Come, children join to sing
Scripture: OT – Deuteronomy 6:1-9

1These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you.
4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.£ 5Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

            Epistle – Hebrews 9:11-14

11When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here,£ he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 12He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,£ so that we may serve the living God!
Hymn:  BoP 259 Breathe on me breath of God
Scripture: Gospel – Mark 12:28-34

28One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
29“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.£ 30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’£ 31The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’£ There is no commandment greater than these.”
32“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
34When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
Sermon: Seeking the steadfast way

Please excuse the accent, but it helps with the particular setting of this story:
Father Murphy walked into a pub and said to the first man he met, "Do you want to go to heaven?"

The man replied, "I do Father."

The priest said, "Then stand over there against the wall."

Then the priest asked a second man, "Do you want to go to heaven?"

"Certainly, Father," was the man's reply.

The priest said, "Then stand over there against the wall."

Then Father Murphy walked up to O'Toole and said, "Do you want to go to heaven?"

O'Toole said, "No, I don't Father."

The priest said, "I don't believe this. You mean to tell me that when you die you don't want to go to heaven?"

O'Toole said, "Oh, when I die, yes. I thought you were getting a group together to go right now."


I guess it is fair to say that you and I are pretty comfortable with the idea of going to heaven. For some of us it is the whole point in our being here this morning. For the rest I would say we ‘the jury is still out’ on what heaven really is how do we make our way there. 


The Bible tells us that heaven is both a place and a state of being; It is both a spiritual goal and a physical destination. The Bible offers up a varied and complex picture of the after-life: everything from a place/plane of existence that is a quiet waiting place just out of sight of this life, to a place of vengeful cleansing, to a place/plane of joy, feast and eternal bliss. 


How we get there is no less complex, and a lot of how we come to be in heaven, rather than hell. It comes down to, basically the law of God. Basically the Ten Commandments, but not just the Ten Commandments but the laws that form not only the tribe of Jacob/Israel into the nation/people of Israel, but are effectively the grounding legal premise for every legal system in the globe.


Did Moses get it all from God? Or was there something about the wilderness desert wanderings that guided Moses to take his stately training and education as an Egyptian prince – probably the best education in the world at that time - that pressure and turmoil tempered a people and a faith into the enduring principles of the Law. I believe the answer is yes, to all of the above.

The Jews call the first five books of the Bible the Torah – which means ‘the teaching’.  The Christian Church names these books of ‘the Law’ though not a book unto themselves.  Woven into the midst of the Laws is a story of how and why that Law came into being, creating an enduring national identity that withstood persecution, deportation and repeated attempts at genocide and holocaust.  

Would we be so bold to say that we share the same story when we consider the history of our own nation, the mythological approach we sometimes have about how and the motivation behind the formation of this county and our laws. Is there some formula we should be following from the Torah that would endow this nation the ability to endure, not just an identity of wealth and privileged, but to still hold onto our beliefs when the world around falls to its corruption and self-destructive principles.

One thing the Bible makes abundantly clear, if it was left just to us we would have destroyed ourselves and this planet generations ago. If it was left to us, if there was now account to be kept, no code to live up to, and we were left to the anarchy of our own selfish desire. When we become inwardly defensive about what we believe, and cannot dialogue about our faith, we lose track of the whole purpose God has for us, here and now. 

The reason we have our history, our journeys of faith as congregation but also as individual Christians, is to take our different views and contrast them wit the rest of the faith that confesses Christ and grow; not just in knowledge but in confidence. 

In our gospel reading today the young man who question Jesus comes to learn more because he is impressed by Jesus teaching. What he walks away with is not simply more information, but renewed confidence in what he believed. Our context in being a church made up of people who believe together but also believe in different ways, with different points of focus. This is not just to challenge us, but to give us confidence when these points-of-view bring us together.        

You may have heard this one, or a story like this:

A Roman Catholic Priest, an Anglican priest and a Baptist preacher were standing near a river conversing when the subject of which church was nearest to the teaching of God arose. The Roman Catholic priest said that of course there was no argument that the Roman Catholic church was they were descended directly from the Apostles, in fact Peter was their first Pope. He said in fact so close are we that I can even walk on water like Jesus and he proceeded to walk on the water to the other side.
The Anglican Priest said the Anglican church was very similar in origin to the Catholics and he too demonstrated his ability to walk on water like Jesus Christ. The Baptist preacher said that he could not care where their origins were, he studied the word and preached it purely, and without any embellishments. Since they could walk on water he should be even better at it. He took one step forward and sunk knee deep into the river. Then the Roman Catholic Priest leaned over and whispered to the Anglican Priest, "Do you think we should tell him where the rocks are?"


Faith by itself can be blind, knowledge by itself puffs up, but belief blended with understanding becomes wisdom and love, and in that we are drawn into a relationship that transcends both faith and knowledge. The command of God is not simply to know God, or to know about God, but to ‘Love God’. 


Blind faith and worldly understanding can only get us so far. To love God with body, mind and soul; even to love our neighbour as we do ourselves is to go beyond the simple ways, to the better way that Christ Jesus offers. 

A somewhat obscure Christian author Gerald Yann wrote: “By faith we are led, not against reason but beyond reason, to the knowledge of God in himself and therefore of ourselves. By hope we are kept young of heart; for it teaches us to trust in God, to work with all our energy but to leave the future to him; it gives us poverty of spirit and so saves us from solicitude. And by love we are not told about God, we are brought to him.”

Gain the confidence of the steadfast way that is in Christ, and have the courage to love the Lord you God with all your heart, mind and soul; to love you neighbour as yourself. To temper your faith with understanding, and your knowledge with the way you believe in God, and you may stand secure in the everlasting love of God. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Andrew, Tyler, Robbie, Jean, Cathy, Shaylen, Willah
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – The committee will meet with the joint session and then report to presbytery in November. You are encouraged to continue correspondence with the committee presclerk@nb.aibn.ca
The Sessions are called to meet jointly on Nov. 10th at 7pm for the purpose of planning our winter schedule and meeting with the Presbytery Committee.
Benefit – There is an a benefit today from 10am to 1pm at the in support of Matthew Johnson, hosted by the Lion’s Club in Rexton.

Bible Study –Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson. We are looking at ‘Hymns and the Bible’; it’s a time of song and discovery in God’s word 

RLNH – ‘Dementia: Communication Tips’ presentation and discussion for residents’ family and community. Nov. 4th 7-8pm
Discussion Group – There will be a potluck gathering at the manse in Beersville to on Thursday Nov. 5th, 5-7pm discussing the book ‘How your Church can Thrive’ (Harvey Percy) that we shared over the summer.,
Remembrance Service – On Sunday, November 8th we will hold a time of Remembrance at the beginning of our regular worship service. 

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available.
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 480 Who is on the Lord’s side
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 28 We celebrate the gifts we share

Our next worship will be: 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Ruth 4:13-17, Psalm 127, Hebrews 9:24-28, Mark 12:38-44

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to get to know you; to celebrate your gifts and grow together in our faith in Christ. God bless you, and welcome.
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Mission Moments Interning in Malawi Presbyterians Sharing supports Amy Zavitz as she serves as a Young Adult Intern in Malawi with our long-standing partner, The Church of Central Africa Presbyterian in the Synod of Livingstonia. Amy, a recent graduate in Environmental and Resource Studies from the University of Waterloo, is excited about her work with the PWS&D-supported Livingstonia Synod AIDS Program, where she is participating in training and monitoring visits to the community, writing case stories, editing reports and working on their website. She will also have the opportunity to be involved in the work of the Synod of Livingstonia Development Program and the Ekwendeni Hospital AIDS Program.  When asked before departing what excited her most about going to Malawi, Amy replied, “I am really looking forward to the learning opportunities and personal growth that this experience will provide!”
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