A Christian Church, A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
http:/pccweb.ca/brpc

Sunday November 8th 2015 – Remembrance - Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Everlasting peace; that is the goal of our faith. We are called to seek peace in this life as we look forward to its perfection in the life we approach in Christ’s perfection. The cost of that journey is often great, and so much of it is unseen, and too often taken for granted. 

When we stand for our nation, or when we make a stand within our nation, we honour all who have searched for God’s peace through times of calm and rest and through the dark trenches of war, of conflict and of sorrow. 

The Lord sets his mercy upon his faithful servants


Yet we servants tremble at the Lord’s demands


God calls through the ages telling us to show our faith.


Yet, faith comes at a cost to us, for our world is corrupted by sin, and we cling to our lives while we can have them.


To know peace, we must face its enemy, and set to rest all that bar God’s people from knowing peace and truth.

Let us pray: O Lord, You have placed a special crest of honour upon all who would give all for neighbour, friend and even stranger and we do not forget your words: “That no man has greater love than this, to lay down his life for his friends.” We call them brothers and sisters, you name them sons and daughters through Christ your Son, your Lord.

O God, help us to remember, the sacrifices being made on our behalf, and for the sake of peace in our land and in this world. Lord, help us to find meaning in the calm that comes after war, and the still the coarse anger that feeds new conflicts.

And Lord, we give thanks for every life laid down for our safety, and we honour those who would serve a stranger as a friend, and know that you created all the world, and throughout all this world we are called to care for the neighbours you have given us, the least of these in every land on this globe.


We stand in hope that we might serve you O Lord, and that we will  honour and remember all who have offered their service to the Lord with their strength, their weakness, their very lives. In Christ’s name. Amen.

Words of Remembrance

We remember and honour those who give their lives in the service of freedom. We remember those who have honoured this nation with their blood, with their suffering, with the immense cost of their lives; today we honour them. 

We remember all who have given of themselves in service in the theatres of war and conflicts that this nation has committed itself in; remembering service men and women of the First World war, the Second world war, the Korean conflict, Peace Keepers who have served in many volatile national and international struggles. We remember the work and sacrifices of this generation in Afghanistan, and those who even today are working, struggling, serving and perhaps dying in the war against ISIS/ISIL in the middle east. May what they have given never be forgotten.

[image: image1.jpg]as‘l'or 6"\39

“Pastor Shlep:
Not ‘Hwe worst rmsspel ing
I've ever Seen.,




They do not grow old, as we that are left grow old. The sun does not rise or set for them, but they are assured of your victory because of their faith. Yet at the rising and the setting of the sun, we shall remember them.

Last Post & Reveilles 


Moment Silence

                                            596/833 O Canada




     597/834 God save the Queen

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 807 When morning gilds the skies

  BoP 563

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 127[Pew Bible] 

1    Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.
2    It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.
3    Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.
4    As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.
5    Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.
KJV

1    Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labour in vain.

    Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.

2    In vain you rise early and stay up late,

    toiling for food to eat — for he grants sleep to those he loves.

3    Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him.

4    Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one’s youth.

5    Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them.

    They will not be put to shame when they contend with their enemies in the gate.  NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn:  songs 96 God will take care of you

Scripture Readings:  OT – Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17

1Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee? 2And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley to night in the threshingfloor. 3Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not thyself known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. 4And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do. 5And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do.
4:13So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. 14And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. 15And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him. 16And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 17And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
KJV

1One day Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I not try to find a home£ for you, where you will be well provided for? 2Is not Boaz, with whose servant girls you have been, a kinsman of ours? Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor. 3Wash and perfume yourself, and put on your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking. 4When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.”
5“I will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered. 6So she went down to the threshing floor and did everything her mother-in-law told her to do.

4;13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then he went to her, and the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 15He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.”
16Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap and cared for him. 17The women living there said, “Naomi has a son.” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.
NIV

 
      NT – Hebrews 9:24-28 

24For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 25Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 28So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. KJV

24 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 461 Be Thou my vision

 
 BoP 458

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Mark 12:38-44

38And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces, 39And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts: 40Which devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater damnation.
41And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. 42And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 43And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 44For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.
KJV

38As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted in the marketplaces, 39and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets. 40They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most severely.”
41Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins,£ worth only a fraction of a penny.£
43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”
NIV
Sermon: Treasury expectation
They needed a new way of seeing things that they had looked at their entire lives. Their view had been informed by the establishment of the faith; by its leaders and organizers. It was the priests of the temple, the local synagogue rulers, who taught the disciples to focus on certain things in the practice of their faith.

The understanding of sacrifice that Jesus confronts in today’s reading is the idea that sacrifice is all about how much you give to God and the way that it is given; the performance of giving. If you only ever heard from ministers of the church and did not hear or read or listen to any other opinion, you might also share in the same mistake about giving and about sacrifice.  

There was a famous athlete about a hundred years ago from England, and he was a Christian missionary to India and China, and in reflection to his life and work he – a man named C.T Studd (1862–1931) – said “If Jesus Christ is God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for him.” That was written around the time of the first Great War. 

What has it been for you, in your Christian journey, that has transcended the mode of simply giving and doing Christianity and entered into the reality of sacrifice? Has their been an event that took you from a spirit of simply ritual giving, to the spiritual event of sacrifice?


Think about the spiritual exercise, and perhaps sacrifice, that is in every prayer. Here is a little illustration:

Just before bedtime a little child was asked what she would like to pray for.  

She answered: "onions."  So, she prayed about onions and then jumped into bed and went to sleep. 

The next morning her parents  asked why she wanted to pray about onions.  

She  looked up at them and said” "Because the preacher said in church that we should pray for things we don’t like."


What does sacrifice mean to us? Today, in an age of convenience, communication, and corporate capitalism, where do we engage or hear the word sacrifice?


One area that comes to mind, and I think many of us have shared in this experience; in some ways unknowingly – and that is in how we have been expected to give up personal constitutional freedoms in the area of privacy to our government because of the world-wide crisis with terrorism after the attacks of September 11th 2001. 


This is much more than simply losing nail clippers at airport security, and many of us do not know the full extent of the sacrifice that has been put upon our population for the benefit of national security.


One of the difficulties with sacrifice is that we feel a need to be able to see or understand fully the reason behind the sacrifice. When we had over anything, our liberties and freedoms, our independence, our wealth or sense of ownership, there is a deep-rooted desire to see where what we have given is going; to get the accounting, to have a reason, to see the results of our sacrifice in order to feel good about what we have given.


But is it still sacrifice when we have these answers, or does the sacrifice become payment for services rendered, or that we expect to be rendered?

Again, writing about the time of the first Great War, Oswald Chambers (1874–1917) wrote: “Our notion of sacrifice is the wringing out of us something we don’t want to give up, full of pain and agony and distress. The Bible idea of sacrifice is that I give as a love-gift the very best thing I have.”

 
The book of Hebrews draws us to that understanding, reminding us that Christ was the very best that God had to offer as the example of what our faith response to God should be. Why we make these sacrifices becomes intertwined with what we sacrifice when we look at it this way?


Are we here to give God a sacrifice of praise this day in worship? Or are we here to participate in a traditional gesture? 
  Two of the outspoken women of the congregation were sitting together in the front pew of church listening a fiery preacher.  When this preacher condemned the sin of lust, these two ladies cried out at the top of their lungs...

  AMEN... BROTHER!

  When the preacher condemned the sin of stealing, they yelled again...

  PREACH IT REVEREND!

  And when the preacher condemned the sin of lying...they jumped to their feet and screamed.

  RIGHT ON BROTHER...TELL IT LIKE IT IS...AMEN!

  But when the preacher condemned the sin of gossip, the two got quiet and one turned to the other and said, "He's done quit preaching and now he's meddlin'."

Let’s ask ourselves, how far are we willing to go today to give God praise? When will we get to our sacrifice limit and say, ‘there I have given enough’? Can we see the gifts of others and appreciate the sacrifice that they are offering and be inspired in our own giving, in the sacrifices we make in our response in faith.

Is that the example that Christ gives us? Is that what he showed his disciples?

  A teenager was sitting in church, and when the collection plate was passed around, he quickly pulled a dollar bill from his pocket and dropped it in.

  Just then, the person behind him tapped him on his shoulder and handed him a $20 bill. The boy smiled, placed the $20 in the plate and passed it on, admiring that the man was being generous.  

  Then the boy felt another tap from behind and heard a whisper, "Son," the man said, "that was your $20 bill that had fallen out of your pocket.

But I am not talking just about the collection plate. For some people it is not a sacrifice to give some, a lot, even all they have financially. Their faith has grown to the point where they give money, but to simply write a cheque and move along offers little as a sacrifice of time and maybe less. Look into your own life and recognize the things, the part of life that you value most. Have you sought for a way to have that part of your life serve God.

It does not have to be money. If you don’t put much stock in money, whether you have lots or little money might not be a sacrifice. Maybe it is your voice, I am guessing that for most of us time is something we often try to horde to ourselves and value greatly. Maybe its your gifts of music, or the labour of your hand. Maybe it means opening yourself to sharing your faith with your family and friends; even enduring their disrespect because of it.

Jesus criticized the temple leaders and the wealthy because they only gave to make themselves look good. But he drew the attention of us and to his disciples to the poor widow, who gave next to nothing but unlike the other she gave a sacrifice, everything she had. 

God gave us Christ Jesus, God’s only begotten son. 

In God’s example, what do we offer?
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  , Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Andrew, Robbie, Tyler, Freda, Shaylen, Jean,  Braggs, Willah, the Reidpaths, Les & Linda
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery –The committee will meet with the joint session and then report to presbytery in November. You are encouraged to continue correspondence with the committee presclerk@nb.aibn.ca
Session – The sessions will meet jointly on November 10th at 7pm at Zion Church to discuss Christmas plans and the new year, including annual meetings.
Hymn Sing? Sunday November 22nd 7pm

Bible Study –Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson. We are looking at ‘Hymns and the Bible’; it’s a time of song and discovery in God’s word 
Discussion Group – The book ‘How your Church can Thrive’ (Harvey Percy) is still being circulated. If it is just sitting on your shelf please bring it in for others to share. It would be nice to hold a couple of gatherings to discuss this book.
Participation in Worship – The Advent and Christmas season are soon upon us, and it is a great time to share our gifts in this time of fellowship and worship. If you have something to share as a part of worship please speak let our organist or minister know.
However, readings for each week are always available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share, especially in worship.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: :  NBoP 330 O God our helping ages past

 
 BoP 87
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 28 We celebrate the gifts we share

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: 1 Samuel 2:1-10, Psalm 16, Hebrews 10:11-25, Mark 13:1-8

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments  Helping Clean Water Flow in Malawi Edna Nampelo and her children would suffer for months whenever the well in their small village in Malawi broke down. Since nobody in her community knew how to repair the well, Edna was forced to collect water from contaminated sources. When a Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported water, sanitation and hygiene project was introduced in her village, Edna was keen to participate. She learned how to maintain new water sources for the long-term. Edna can now repair the well that brings clean water to her village. “This will help us to have safe drinking water all the time,” she shares. Enabling communities to take control of their well-being helps ensure lasting hope, health and vitality for families like Edna’s. 
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