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Service of Worship

October 18th 2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 1 A new commandment

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 47 O praise the Lord for He is good
Responsive Reading: Psalm 104 1-13

1    Praise the LORD, O my soul.
    O LORD my God, you are very great;
    you are clothed with splendor and majesty.
2    He wraps himself in light as with a garment;
    he stretches out the heavens like a tent
3    and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their waters.
    He makes the clouds his chariot
    and rides on the wings of the wind.
4    He makes winds his messengers,£
    flames of fire his servants.
5    He set the earth on its foundations;
    it can never be moved.
6    You covered it with the deep as with a garment;
    the waters stood above the mountains.
7    But at your rebuke the waters fled,
    at the sound of your thunder they took to flight;
8    they flowed over the mountains,
    they went down into the valleys,
    to the place you assigned for them.
9    You set a boundary they cannot cross;
    never again will they cover the earth.
10    He makes springs pour water into the ravines;
    it flows between the mountains.
11    They give water to all the beasts of the field;
    the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12    The birds of the air nest by the waters;
    they sing among the branches.
13    He waters the mountains from his upper chambers;
    the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work.
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 242 This is my Father’s world
Scripture: OT – Job 38:1-7

1Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said:
2    “Who is this that darkens my counsel
    with words without knowledge?
3    Brace yourself like a man;
    I will question you,
    and you shall answer me.
4    “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?
    Tell me, if you understand.
5    Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know!
    Who stretched a measuring line across it?
6    On what were its footings set,
    or who laid its cornerstone—
7    while the morning stars sang together
    and all the angels£ shouted for joy?

            Epistle – Hebrews 5:1-10

1Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people.
4No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was. 5So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him,
    “You are my Son;
    today I have become your Father.£”£
6And he says in another place,
    “You are a priest forever,
    in the order of Melchizedek.”£
7During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.
Hymn:  BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus
Scripture: Gospel – Mark 10:35-45

35Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”
36“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
37They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”
38“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”
39“We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”
41When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Sermon: Out of the storm; “You shall answer me”

Have you got a sports fan in the house?

Does anyone have someone who – and we need not name names, point fingers, or talk teams today – but does anyone here have a sports fan; or maybe you are a sports fan?


And when there is something like a Stanley cup, a Grey Cup or Superbowl, or maybe a World Series Commissioner’s Trophy to be won there is a change in the sports fans in our lives, in attitude and behavior. 


I have visited these houses, occasionally during game time, and while we can get these people’s attention perhaps during the pre-game show that is all lost once the game begins, and any and all communication must and can only take place through the game. 

And while you might say I am over stating the issue a bit, with any acknowledgement that you might have just made I want you to ask yourself, ‘What do I make people acknowledge about my life in order to have a relationship with them?’ and even more, ‘What context do I make God speak through in order to speak to me?’

Because we all do it. In our human condition we force the relationship we have into contexts. It could be said that the Bible is the record of our need to bring God into our context, showing and explaining the different ways that God has spoken to us into our context, into our situation. And if God is willing to speak through and into our situation, we ought to have enough respect to listen to God who is gracious enough to communicate at our level and life experience.

Now, companies have this figured out. Corporations understand that at captivating events, when they do not have to even really get people’s attention; they have already given it over, that it might be a good idea to stick an advertisement, banner or logo somewhere were people can see it. So, wall-space in stadiums and even the informs of the athletes themselves might advertise. 

In that light It would be nice if we could put stuff up on the screen like, “Remember, you promised to put out the garbage after the game was done.” Or “I have to go out and you are watching the children tonight.” I do know of one father who created a devise that would pause his son’s game and print words across the screen so that he could get his son’s attention away from gaming in a more gentle way than just turning the thing off.

Where am I going with all of this? Take a look at a couple of our readings today; Job and Hebrews. Now in Hebrews we read that God appoints people into the place of priests to do the work of building up the relationship between God and human kind. The priestly office is not something people chose, they are called to it; their lives directed and they are told to do it in much the same way Moses brother Aaron was not called to be the prophet leader like Moses was, but the person who bridged the relationship between the people and God and event he people and their leaders. 

The book of Hebrews is mostly about how God has done this throughout the whole period of the Old Covenant [the Old Testament], but that this work is complete in Christ Jesus. Jesus is the perfect way that God relates to us and speaks to us. 

Next time you are at your favourite tasks, and maybe that’s all the things you are thinking you could be doing now, and I want you to think about how God has always been willing to come and sit down beside you – no matter where you are in life – and listen to you, and to be where you are. God is with us, God is Emmanuel; God with us.

But our relationship to God is more than just having God sit down with us. Let’s look at our reading from the book of Job, in thirty-eight, verse three [and this is God speaking through the midst of a storm in Job’s life]: “3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me.”

God has gone through a lot of trouble, a lot of your trouble, our trouble, to communicate with us. God has an answer to our situation and it may not be always what we want to hear, but I can guarantee you that it is what we need to hear. There is an old saying that “ God has given man one tongue but two ears that we may hear twice as much as we speak.” And I hope that this is true for you.

Jesus told his disciples “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”

Jesus came to drink our cup with us in our home and to be baptized intot he terms of living so that we might feel welcome, and that we might believe that God is willing to take us from where we are and walk us right up to the door of God’s own gate that we might enter in with hope and confidence. God did not send just anyone to make this relationship with us, but into our stormy lives God sent his own Son, our Saviour Christ. 

And so brace yourself, for God will ask you if you have done and lived the will of God, and God assures us that we will answer. What will our answer be?
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Andrew, Tyler, Robbie, Jean, Cathy, Shaylen,
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – Thank-you everyone who came out for the discussion on Wednesday night. The committee will meet with the joint session and then report to presbytery in November. You are encouraged to continue correspondence with the committee presclerk@nb.aibn.ca
Breakfast – Come out to support the community hall in Beersville. Freewill offering, breakfast served from 7:30 –10am. Draws to draw the crowd.

Bible Study –Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson. We are looking at ‘Hymns and the Bible’; it’s a time of song and discovery in God’s word Discussion Group – There will be a potluck gathering at the manse in Beersville to on Wednesday Oct. 28, 5-7pm discussing the book ‘How your Church can Thrive’ (Harvey Percy) that we shared over the summer.,
Remembrance Service – On Sunday, November 8th we will hold a time of Remembrance at the beginning of our regular worship service. 

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 72 All creatures of our God and King
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 25 Midst Prayers of Thanks

Our next worship will be: 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Job 23, Psalm 22, Hebrews 4:12-16, Mark 10:17-31

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to get to know you; to celebrate your gifts and grow together in our faith in Christ. God bless you, and welcome.
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"Go& urrnnseJ for a_tree]'but it withered away
cool Jonah off.. and Jonah was
ERY hot.”

¥ Jonoh 4:6-8 Paraphrase.



Mission Moments Called to be Stewards With support from Presbyterians Sharing, the Stewards by Design conference helps congregations think about their mission and ministry and find the resources needed to do what God is calling them to do.  Participants explore the concept of stewardship as not just a financial matter, but also a spiritual matter concerned with all aspects of live. Led by Dr. Kennon Callahan, the conference helps congregations grow generous givers, expand and strengthen their mission and ministry, make generous giving an ongoing, joyful congregational experience, and develop a concrete plan suited for their unique congregation.  The application deadline for the April 2016 conference is November 2, 2015.  Find out more: presbyterian.ca/stewardsbydesign.
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