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Sunday October 25th 2015 – Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 16 Open my eyes Lord
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 807 

  BoP 550 Morning has broken

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 126 [Pew Bible] 

1    When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.
2    Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them.
3    The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.
4    Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south.
5    They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
6    He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
KJV

1    When the LORD brought back the captives to£ Zion,
    we were like men who dreamed.£
2    Our mouths were filled with laughter,
    our tongues with songs of joy.
    Then it was said among the nations,
    “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3    The LORD has done great things for us,
    and we are filled with joy.
4    Restore our fortunes,£ O LORD,
    like streams in the Negev.
5    Those who sow in tears
    will reap with songs of joy.
6    He who goes out weeping,
    carrying seed to sow,
    will return with songs of joy,
    carrying sheaves with him.
NIV

Children’s story – Redeemer

Children’s Hymn:  NBoP 358 There is a redeemer

There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God's own Son,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One, Chorus

Chorus Thank you oh my Father, 
For giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit, 
'Til the work on Earth is done.

Jesus my Redeemer, 
Name above all names,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Hope for sinners slain. Chorus

When I stand in Glory, 
I will see His face,
There I'll serve my King forever,
In that Holy Place. Chorus

Scripture Readings:  OT – Job 42:10-17

10And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. 

11Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. 

12So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 13He had also seven sons and three daughters. 

14And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia; and the name of the third, Kerenhappuch. 

15And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren. 16After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons’ sons, even four generations. 

17So Job died, being old and full of days.
KJV

10After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had before. 11All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the LORD had brought upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver£ and a gold ring.
12The LORD blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. 13And he also had seven sons and three daughters. 14The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the third Keren-Happuch. 15Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance along with their brothers.
16After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth generation. 

17And so he died, old and full of years.
NIV

 
      NT – Hebrews 7:23-28 

23And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: 24But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 

25Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 26For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 27Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 

28For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. KJV

23Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; 24but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25Therefore he is able to save completely£ those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.
26Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 638 Take time to be holy

 
 BoP 437

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Mark 10:46-52

46And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. 47And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.” 48And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, “Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.”

 49And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, “Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.” 50And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. 

51And Jesus answered and said unto him, “What wilt thou that I should do unto thee?”

 The blind man said unto him, “Lord, that I might receive my sight.” 52And Jesus said unto him, “Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole.”

 And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.
KJV

46Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
48Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
49Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”
So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 50Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.
51“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”
52“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
NIV

Sermon: Wholly holy

The chairman, the clerk and the minister came together for a meeting of the Church Board but the chairman declared the meeting could not be convened for lack of quorum, which was four. So he asked the minister present to lead in a prayer. The minister intended to help the cause when he prayed: "Lord, we thank you for your Word that says, 'where two or three are gathered in your name, Amen" 

The meeting was promptly re-convened with a full quorum!


If you get nothing else from today’s sermon, I hope you catch the truth that was in the joke I just told. It is Christ Jesus who makes us complete, who makes us whole.


A favourite hymn for many is ‘Tell me the old, old story’; written by an English lady Katherine Lankey as part of her collected poems, but has a really neat connection to us through the YMCA in Montreal, where a young James Naismith was working before attending the Presbyterian College and then moving to Massachusetts where he invented Basketball. Of course he was just a young man in the room when the hymn was sung. And no, the inventor of basketball did not write the tune, but a supporter of the YMCA program – Howard Doane – wrote the tune within a day of hearing the poem, and by the following year it was being sung in churches all over north America and back in England too.


I like the hymn and I like the sort behind the hymn. I like the hymn because it is a real calling out to have the Bible shared in the midst of the church. It speaks about the public word of God, and the private effect of our faith shared openly through the words of the Bible. I also like the hymn’s story, and the way it draws together the talents of people living an ocean apart. A hundred and thirty years ago this kind of collaboration was going on all over the place in the church, but in our age of communication I wish we saw the same level of working together and share our thoughts about God.

Erwin Lutzer –a Canadian who now preaches out of Chicago out of the Moody Church – says that: “Mass communication can aid in personal evangelism and the development of Christians, but it cannot be a substitute for the world seeing the truth lived through us.”


Today I want you to taker home an important consideration: “Where do you get to express your faith?” ‘Where – in your life, in your work & play, private & public – where do you get to express what you believe?’


The truth is, that for a lot of people, they don’t have a place to say – openly and honestly – what it is that they believe. It can even be hard for many to simply say what they do not believe without being judged harshly. A hundred and fifty years ago the Alfred, Lord Tennyson, wrote: “There lives more faith in honest doubt, believe me, than in half the creeds.” 


Our society, which declares free speech as an inalienable right, is on the trajectory towards cutting off conversation about personal belief, and only allowing dialogue around morals and morays so long as they apply to cultural ideas of justice and law. 


What makes us whole? Rules and laws? Governments and bureaucracies? One of the wonderful aspects of the book of Hebrews – as it bring the Old covenant and testament of how things now are because of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus. Our reading today is part of the reason why – in the reformed protestant churches – we do not have priests. We believe that the priesthood is now complete. The only priest the church needs is Jesus. To continue to have priests is to say that there is something more that needs to happen besides Christ coming into the world, dying on the cross, and rising from the dead. But we believe that the work of sacrifice is done, and that there is no greater sacrifice for sin than the sacrifice already made in God’s own Son.


Our sanctity is whole, but is our spirit whole? Do we know we are saved, and in knowing we are saved do we live as if this is true?
In a small-town church, a boy walked shamefully up to the local clergy as they met on the street, the boy had a fat goose on a string waddling behind him. The boy said to the preacher “I have stolen a fat goose from a someone’s yard!”
The reverend replied, “That is very wrong.”
The boy interjected, “Would you like to accept it, Reverend?”
The reverend was aghast, “Certainly not! Return it to the person who you stole it from!”
The boy replied, “But I offered back it to him and he won't have it.”
Pleased with the generosity of his community the reverend offered: “In that case you may keep it yourself.”
”Thank you, Sir!” and the boy ran off home with the goose.

The Reverend arrived home to find his prize goose was stolen...


The blind man in today’s Gospel reading wanted to be whole. Job wanted to be whole, even though he was willing to trust in God through a time of trial. Job did not want to go through the pain and sorrow and trouble, but he trusted God all the way through it and when he came through it, as we read in today’s passage from Job forty-two, he was a witness to his doubting friends. God turned that devil’s attempt to draw Job away into a new relationship with three more people. God make brokenness into a wholeness that is more than just personal wholeness, but a wholeness that radiates out. 

Salvation in Christ is not just about you being saved, but in realizing your salvation grace operates in your being, reaching and touching everyone around you. The more we try and keep Christ’s salvation to ourselves the more we actually deny it. We can’t treat salvation as a personal gift alone, but as a personal gift that is meant for the whole world; just as we sing “he’s got the whole world”, we need to live as though we believe that is true.

And that means we need to let go of our self doubt, especially when we are confronted by the things we cannot seem to do. When we see the holes in our lives, just as when we recognize the holes in our faith, we need to let go of our pride enough to ask and be open, “God, how would you fill this emptiness.” And be humble enough to accept the answer that God is giving us; God calling us to grow and change and to accept his will as our own.

It is a matter of faith. That is what Jesus tells the blind man, Bartimaeus. God’s healing and sustaining grace is around every soul that is in Christ. Healing and wholeness is God’s gift to those who believe; wholeness, not on our terms but as our lives become one with God through Christ Jesus, and we dwell in the Holy Spirit and proclaim God’s love through our life, unto our life eternal. May God be praised. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  , Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Andrew, Robbie, Tyler, Freda, Shaylen, Willah, the Reidpaths, the Robertson family.
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – Thank-you everyone who came out for the discussion on October 14. The committee will meet with the joint session and then report to presbytery in November. You are encouraged to continue correspondence with the committee presclerk@nb.aibn.ca
Session – There will be a joint sessions meeting on November 10th @6pm
Bible Study –Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson. We are looking at ‘Hymns and the Bible’; it’s a time of song and discovery in God’s word 
Discussion Group – There will be a potluck gathering at the manse in Beersville to on Wednesday Oct. 28th discussing the book ‘How your Church can Thrive’ (Harvey Percy) that was shared among during the spring and summer.
Remembrance Service – On Sunday, November 8th we will hold a time of Remembrance at the beginning of our regular worship service. 

Breakfast – Thank you everyone who came out to support our community hall in Beersville.

Benefit at 2pm this afternoon, the Greenwood Lodge will host a fundraiser in support of Scott and the Reidpath family. Hope you can make it. 

Condolences To the friends and family of Jean Cail who passed away late last Sunday. Her funeral service was held, yesterday with Winston Parks assisting. 

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: :  NBoP 321 Praise to the Lord the almighty
 
 BoP 83
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 28 We celebrate the gifts we share
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Deuteronomy 6:1-9, Psalm 119, Hebrews 9:11-14, Mark 12:28-34

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments  Building Hope in Nepal The catastrophic earthquakes that rocked Nepal on April 25 and May 12 devastated homes, families and communities. Many were forced to sleep on the street and did not have access to food, clean water or health facilities. Despite the destruction, the generosity of Presbyterians toward relief efforts had  positive impact. After the quake flattened their homes, Dharma and his neighbour Krishna found hope and relief thanks to the food, shelter, hygiene kits and emotional support provided to them through donations to PWS&D.  “They were a great help to us,” Dharma shares. This life-saving assistance met the immediate needs of the many thousands of people affected by the quakes and enabled survivors to look toward a brighter future.   
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