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Service of Worship

October 4th  2015 – World Communion Sunday - Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 11 Give thanks with a grateful heart

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 567 Come, ye thankful people come
Responsive Reading: Psalm 8

1    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
    You have set your glory
    above the heavens.
2    From the lips of children and infants
    you have ordained praise£
    because of your enemies,
    to silence the foe and the avenger.
3    When I consider your heavens,
    the work of your fingers,
    the moon and the stars,
    which you have set in place,
4    what is man that you are mindful of him,
    the son of man that you care for him?
5    You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings£
    and crowned him with glory and honor.
6    You made him ruler over the works of your hands;
    you put everything under his feet:
7    all flocks and herds,
    and the beasts of the field,
8    the birds of the air,
    and the fish of the sea,
    all that swim the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me
Scripture: OT – Job 2:1-10

1On another day the angels£ came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them to present himself before him. 2And the LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?”
Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.”
3Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason.”
4“Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for his own life. 5But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face.”
6The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life.”
7So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head. 8Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes.
9His wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!”
10He replied, “You are talking like a foolish£ woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?”
In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.

            Epistle – Hebrews 2:7-12

7    You made him a little£ lower than the angels;
    you crowned him with glory and honor
8    and put everything under his feet.”£
In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him. 9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says,
    “I will declare your name to my brothers;
    in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.”
Scripture: Gospel – Mark 10:2-16

2Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
3“What did Moses command you?” he replied.
4They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”
5“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. 6“But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’£ 7‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,£ 8and the two will become one flesh.’£ So they are no longer two, but one. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”
10When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”
13People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.
Hymn:  BoP 357 For the bread which Thou hast broken
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper

 Today we recognize together with the whole of the Church:

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. 

He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. 

Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God! Even though it takes place of the shadow of the cross, we celebrate in the light of the resurrection.

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

He says,

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [BoP 619; ref NBoP 539]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring all of who we are, our very souls hear your call and we are humbled by your grace present here in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ. May we truly enter into freedom in this time.

Hear our cry for mercy, for in looking for you we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame.

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.

Help us understand, that in Jesus we must finally see that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. 

Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
This is the first table of thanksgiving, and yet this is also a memorial feast. We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. 

Be present Lord as we hear your words given in grace and offered in hope as we move from this sacrament to shared devotion on your Holy Word. Speak to us Lord, and by your Spirit’s grace may we be given new words.

O God, give us the grace to carry Christ’s words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. Amen
Sermon: From the lips of children and infants
  A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan, in which a man was beaten, robbed and left for dead. 
    She described the situation in vivid detail so her students would catch the drama. Then she asked the class, "If you saw a person lying on the roadside all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?"
    A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, "I think I'd throw up!"


That’s the honest answer. When confronted with the battered victim, most people’s automatic response is to be upset, disgusted and repulsed, and there is nothing in the Good Samaritan story to say that the Samaritan did not What are the lessons we want to teach our children? It is not always an easy question to answer. I know from experience, especially in our summer Vacation Bible Schools, that just sticking to the easy stories of the Bible [Adam & Eve, Moses and the Ten Commandments, David & Goliath, Jesus’ birth, Jesus walking on the water, or feeding the five thousand, or like today Jesus with the Children], does not mean that they are going to get it any faster or better. Children, I have found, catch on 

  Even when talking with parents – grown ups now – they find it hard to take the lessons from the Bible, understand the stories themselves and share them with friends. There are just so many stories and experiences in our lives, that sometimes our Bible learning can get all mixed up in the stuff the world teaches. We live in an information age. Information that used to be stored up in libraries and college texts is available for free, and we can consume our own understanding of the world and the skills we think we need in order to succeed.


We don’t need to take anyone’s word for our understanding of things. We can simply go online, or get the books, or listen to certain speakers, or read certain articles until we are happy with our own understanding.


The Pharisees, even the disciples, were happy with their own way of understanding things. It served them well. The Pharisees liked that they had control over the rites of marriage, especially around divorce. Today, if a couple comes to me and asks to be married, and they don’t like some part of the wedding ceremony they can go and get someone else to do it their own way. 


When they tested Jesus on this he answered to not only show the mistake in their handling of marriage, but also their mistake in handling most things.

One Sunday, a young child was "acting up" during the morning worship hour. The parents did their best to maintain some sense of order in the pew but were losing the battle. Finally, the father picked the little fellow up and walked sternly up the aisle on his way out. Just before reaching the safety of the foyer, the little one called loudly to the congregation, "Pray for me! Pray for me!" 
One of the difficulties that I have – when it comes to helping you understand scripture - is that through years of education and the studies sometimes what I have to say goes right over your heads. I wish we had a signal for that, everyone with little flags or something. 

I don’t even like the term ‘over our heads’ because it ranks our understanding and our view on the world, as if a higher education and a more academic experience of the Bible is necessarily better. Jesus would not agree, and today’s gospel reading makes it clear that Jesus would not agree. Jesus puts a high value on the way children come to know the world, and come to know God.    

 A Sunday school teacher asked her children, as they were on the way to church service after their lesson time, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?"
    One little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping."


And sometimes, those mid-service Sunday naps, or the Sunday day-dreams, show the difference between our view of the Bible. Is it wrong for preachers to expect the congregations to catch on to what they are saying? No. Congregations also should expect their preachers and leaders to respect their own experience and find a way to explain things in a way that honours the life education that we have together. And when there is a disconnect, we should honour each other by being honest and helpful and encouraging.  

Worship in the Church is not about what I can teach you. It is not about what we can learn in an hour. What we are gathered here to do is to worship. Who we are gathered to be is God’s children. It is not about how much we know, it is about who we know.


The psalm [8] we shared is a psalm about praising God, but at verse two there is this phrase: ‘from the lips of children and infants’. And it is the praise that God ‘ordains’ – this is the praise that God wants, not the praise that makes us happy, but the praise that God wants. God wants us to come with our faith, with all its faults and misunderstand, even with all of our convoluted and complicated educated guesses, and to bring it all together. Adults can put on all sorts of personalities and ideas. Children have a hard time being anything but themselves or view the world in any other way than the way that they do, and that honest self is who Jesus calls as a follower.


Sometimes it takes us getting to that low point in our lives to get ride of all the fluff and fake that we wear as a mask before the world, sometimes it means we have to work hard and achieve before we can open our hearts to the amazing possibilities that are in God’s love.

A little girl became restless as the preacher's sermon dragged on and on. Finally, she leaned over to her mother and whispered, "Mommy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?"


Today, we have come together at God’s table, set before us by God’s only Son; Jesus our Saviour and Lord, and in the Holy Spirit we are here not only the church of this place, but the whole Church of the whole universe. And we are here as family, called as God’s children, each and every one of us made special and with an understand of God’s Word and God’s love that we celebrate each time we gather. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Andrew, Tyler, Robbie, Jean, Cathy, 
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – – Presbytery met on September 23rd and the investigative committee would like to meet with the congregations at St. James for a general meeting on Wednesday October 14th at 6:15pm. Elders are reminded of a discussion with the committee after the main meeting. 
Bake Sale & Lunch for the Hall – Thank you every for coming out. 

Discussion Group – There will be a potluck gathering at the manse in Beersville to on Wednesday Oct. 7 discussing the book ‘How your Church can Thrive’ (Harvey Percy) that was shared among during the spring and summer.
The Lord’s Supper – Is to be celebrated next Sunday, October 4th (World Communion Sunday), and on the following Oct. 11th (Thanksgiving Sunday)

Condolences – The prayer and condolences of the congregations are extended to Marie Fillmore and her family at the passing of her brother Leandre; service held Friday.

We also extend our prayers around the family of Diane Demmings, who passed away last week. May we be mindful of our neighbours in their sorrow.

Breakfast – Beersville community hall, October 24th 8-11am 

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available.God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 570 For the fruits of His creation
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 25 Midst Prayers of Thanks

Our next worship will be: 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Job 23, Psalm 22, Hebrews 4:12-16, Mark 10:17-31

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments The replanting of Heritage Green It was a leap of faith when members of Heritage Green Presbyterian Church said “yes” to a new and transforming vision: this church that had seen very few children in recent years dreamed of becoming a place where young families were welcomed and parents would be strengthened, encouraged and mentored so that they might feel empowered to raise their children in faith. The congregation was invited to become the good soil that would receive and nourish new families with love, acceptance and faithfulness.  And now new life is springing up everywhere!  While the church is still in the early stages of this replanting story, everyone is excited to see what God has in store! Presbyterians Sharing supports Heritage Green in its transforming ministry.
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