A Christian Church, A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
http:/pccweb.ca/brpc

Sunday September 27th 2015 –Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 9 He is Lord
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 682 Just as I am

  BoP 394
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 19[Pew Bible] 

1    The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handywork.
2    Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge.
3    There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.
4    Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
5    Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.
6    His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.
7    The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
8    The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
9    The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10    More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
11    Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.
12    Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.
13    Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.
14    Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.
KJV

1    The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2    Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.
3    There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.£
4    Their voice£ goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.
    In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun,
5    which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course.
6    It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat.
7    The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul.
    The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
8    The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart.
    The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.
9    The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever.
    The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous.
10    They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold;
    they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.
11    By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
12    Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults.
13    Keep your servant also from wilful sins; may they not rule over me.
    Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression.
14    May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight,
    O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
NIV
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn:  NBoP 634 Will you come and follow me

Will you come and follow me . . ? {The Summons}       John L. Bell
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
 Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

 Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

 Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

 Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Numbers 11:1-17

1And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD: and the LORD heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp. 2And the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto the LORD, the fire was quenched. 3And he called the name of the place Taberah: because the fire of the LORD burnt among them.
4And the mixed multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, “Who shall give us flesh to eat? 5We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic: 6But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes.”

 7And the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the colour of bdellium. 8And the people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baken it in pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil. 9And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it. 
10Then Moses heard the people weep throughout their families, every man in the door of his tent: and the anger of the LORD was kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased. 11And Moses said unto the LORD, “Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon me?” “12Have I conceived all this people? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest unto their fathers? 13Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat. 14I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me.”

 “15And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness.”
16And the LORD said unto Moses, “Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with thee. 17And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.”
KJV

1Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD, and when he heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the LORD burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp. 2When the people cried out to Moses, he prayed to the LORD and the fire died down. 3So that place was called Taberah, because fire from the LORD had burned among them.
4The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!”
7The manna was like coriander seed and looked like resin. 8The people went around gathering it, and then ground it in a handmill or crushed it in a mortar. They cooked it in a pot or made it into cakes. And it tasted like something made with olive oil. 9When the dew settled on the camp at night, the manna also came down.
10Moses heard the people of every family wailing, each at the entrance to his tent. The LORD became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled. 11He asked the LORD, “Why have you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on me? 12Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me to carry them in my arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their forefathers? 13Where can I get meat for all these people? They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. 15If this is how you are going to treat me, put me to death right now—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me face my own ruin.”
16The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there with you. 17I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone.
NIV


            NT – James 5:13-20

13Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. 

14Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

 16Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 17Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit. 

 19Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 20Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. KJV

13Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.
17Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.
19My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, 20remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.
NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 675 Precious Lord, take my hand

Precious Lord, take my hand  Thom​as Dor​sey
Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I'm tired, I am weak I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near
When my life is almost gone
Hear my cry,
Hear my call
Hold my hand lest I fall
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When the darkness appears and the night draws near
And the day is past and gone
At the river I stand
Guide my feet,
Hold my hand
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 9:38-50

 38And John answered him, saying, “Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us.” 

39But Jesus said, “Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 40For he that is not against us is on our part.”
“41For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward.”

“42And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 43And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 44Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 45And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 46Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” 

“47And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 48Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 49For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.” 

“50Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another.”
KJV

38“Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.”
39“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “No one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, 40for whoever is not against us is for us. 41I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.
42“And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck. 43If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.£ 45And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell.£ 47And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48where
    “‘their worm does not die,
    and the fire is not quenched.’£
49Everyone will be salted with fire.
50“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”
NIV
Sermon: Appetite for Faith

A couple had invited some people to dinner. At the table, their six-year old was asked if she would say the blessing. 

“I wouldn't know what to say," she replied timidly. 

Among the guests was the family’s pastor who suggested "Just say what you heard Mommy say, the last time she prayed" 

And the couple smiled, because they often did say grace at meal time. The little girl thought back to when she last heard her mother pray, or at least when she thought her mother was praying earlier that day and said, “Dear Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?"

The prayers we say around the meals we share are significant. For families they are often the one prayer they regularly share and even if that prayer is something as simple as a ‘God is great’, ‘for health and strength’ or another verse or phrase your family may use for its meal-time graces, that is the prayer that you share as family. 

Think of that as we come into today’s time of reflection on scripture. Consider your family’s dinner grace prayer as you think on Jesus words about guiding our children and youth into a life of faith. Think about how we pray as individuals and as a group as we think on the letter of James where we are told to pray for each other, and confess our weaknesses before each other and pray over each other’s struggles. But hear also the voices of those crying out in the wilderness as we deeply reflect on the reading today from the book of Numbers. 


I was watching a documentary this past week on some of the recent excavation and research that has been done in and around Egypt surrounding some of the controversy and conjecture about whether the Exodus was a real event, or even whether it happened the way the Bible tells it. The documentary, in case you are interested is called ‘Patterns of Evidence: Exodus”, and it offers up some great arguments to how amazingly accurate the Bible is.

The real difficulty for me is that while watching this film I kept having to pause it and get a glass of water. I am just not used to the idea of such a climate; I am a maritime man, and the idea of such dry and dusty conditions are not comfortable to me. I become parched at the very idea of the wilderness of the middle-east and Mediterranean. 


But I want for us to come into that setting today, to that place of uncomfortable dryness and lack of resources. I want us to step away from our current setting of the comfort of harvest in order that we might really be where the Bible lesson takes us today.


I believe it is important to really try to journey into the Biblical text from time-to-time; and not just read the Bible as a by-stander. It is pretty easy to just read the Bible like someone in the bleachers, watching a game at play, or a audience member at a movie. One of the areas where the church is really struggling today is that people have become content to see the Bible through the lens of film-makers; never actually picking up the book. 


This is a real call on Christians today to become living translators of this written word; not to translate the Bible from its Greek and Hebrew language roots – though that work too is ongoing. Today, Christians need to be able to take God’s word and reintroduce it to a world that has seen the Bible and its stories as just another form of entertainment, and not as anything real or life-changing.

A little girl was very cranky one Sunday morning, and she refused to eat breakfast before the family left for church. Half way through the service she told her mother, "Mommy I have a stumicache!" Her mother replied, "That's because it's empty dear, you have to put something into it." 

Later that night when they had the pastor over for a visit, he said, "I have a headache!" 

The little girl smiled and replied, “That's because it's empty, you have to put something into it!"

The book of numbers is not just an account of the accounting of the people of God in their journey from Egypt into the Promised Land. The people of God were discovering that their journey with God was not some passing fancy, not just a relationship that would last while they were fleeing Egypt or coming into Canaan, but an arduous march into the undiscovered aspects of their own faith. 

They had believed in God for generations, but that belief in God had placed God deeply in their past. God was to be known as the God of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob, all who had been dead for over a few hundred years; we are still uncertain exactly how long the people of Israel lived in Egypt, but it is likely longer than any of our European heritage families have lived here. Perhaps if we had to journey from what we know into a place of promise we might have similar grumblings as God’s people in their wilderness of transition.


Because change is often uncomfortable; we resist change because it is uncomfortable. It is not simply that we are a particularly stubborn people, or that Israel was more stubborn that we might be, but that within the human condition we tend to want to fix our lives into a certain pattern/routine. When life becomes unpredictable and our traditions are broken, we get upset.

A pastor was in the habit of reading every word of his sermons - which were rather long and tedious.  One of the congregation thought to cure him of this, and, before the service, slipped into the pulpit and removed one page at random.
The preacher began.  After a while he reached the point where the page was gone.   "And Adam said unto Eve..."  He paused.   "And Adam, err, said unto Eve...There seems to be a leaf missing!" 

 
Pastor Bill was giving his 427th children's sermon. "Now kids," says Pastor Bill, "What's green, lives in the pond, sits on a lily pad, and hops?" The children looked at each other with vacant eyes as silence ruled that magical time. "Surely, someone has an idea?" Finally, little Susie stood up and said, "Well, it sounds like a frog, but it must be Jesus!"
The people of God had journeyed into the wilderness and God was helping them see that they did not have all the answers. He was re-creating them into the people who would depend on God for their strength and their salvation; not on their traditions, not on their establishments, not on their institutions. 


God was teaching the people to look to each other for support, and as we come into the season of thanksgiving at harvest we are given in the routine our seasonal celebrations the real opportunity to be aware of the needs of our friends, family & neighbours. We need to hear the prayers that God is calling on us to take part in answering.


We need to pray for our elders, the leaders of our congregations that you have appointed to help hear and understand your concerns. When God’s people complained in the wilderness, he answered their prayers by giving them elders. When James tells the church to pray the first response of that prayer is to have the elders of the church go out to the congregation – especially those in need and pray with them – to know the needs and to help find the answers that God is offering the Church. 


We are all meant to have a part, a place, a purpose in the fellowship of God. Each one gathered here, and all those yet to be gathered, have a purpose given by God. You might hear someone who does not belong to any church offering Godly wisdom, just as the disciples did in today’s Gospel reading [Mark 9], but rather than first criticizing them for trying to live out their faith outside the Church, welcome them into a chance to share that faith in the support and fellowship of the church community.

And that place is place of helping; reaching into each other’s lives with love and compassion. Seeking to be understanding and welcoming, showing a hospitality inspired by our faith and inspiring to the faith of others. For we live in a world hungry for faith, for not just something to believe in, but to learn to believe again in God’s everlasting love. 


Let us be as elders to the world, guiding in the same spirit that inspired God’s people to endure the wilderness, renewed in Christ offering a witness of resurrecting salvation.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Joe, Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Angus & Ruby, Andrew, Robbie, Tyler, Freda, Jean & children, young people and all student returning to studies
Announcements:  

Zion Presbyterian Church, West Branch is now within $155 of reaching its Presbyterians Sharing allocation for 2015. Well done!! 

Update from Presbytery – Presbytery met on September 23rd and the investigative committee would like to meet with the congregations at St. James for a general meeting on Wednesday October 14th at 7pm. Elders are asked to make special effort to be there for a discussion with the sessions after the main meeting. 
The Lord’s Supper – Is to be celebrated next Sunday, October 4th (World Communion Sunday), and on the following Oct. 11th (Thanksgiving Sunday)

Discussion Group – There will be a potluck gathering at the manse in Beersville to on Wednesday Oct. 7 discussing the book ‘How your Church can Thrive’ (Harvey Percy) that was shared among during the spring and summer.
Gospel Gathering – October 2nd at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church starting at 6:30pm featuring Heartland and welcoming the Becks [Lenny & Paula] as well as your voices as we share in a song or two.
Bake Sale & Lunch for the Hall – 11am October 3rd with a rummage sale. The lunch is a free-will donation lunch. The hall is for sale as well.

Breakfast – Beersville community hall, October 24th 8-11am 

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: :  NBoP 477 Thy Hand, O God has guided

 
 BoP 306
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 25 Midst Prayers of Thanks

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Job 2:1-10, Psalm 8, Hebrews 2:5-12, Mark 10:2-16

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Presbyterians Sharing Through Presbyterians Sharing, Presbyterians across Canada are sharing in a wide range of ministries.  We encourage and equip congregational renewal and development. We support inner city, native and refugee ministries.  We send mission personnel and provide grants to support and accompany our international partners in leadership development, Bible translation, Christian education, theological education and evangelism. We support theological colleges, ministry candidates and new ministers. We equip congregations for Christian education, worship, evangelism, stewardship, youth ministry, leadership development and justice work.  We host events which bring people from across Canada together to share experiences and learn new skills.  And so much more! Today is a day to celebrate the mission and ministry we are doing together in Canada and around the world, in the name of Christ.  
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