A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
www.pccweb.ca/brpc

September 8th 2013 – Pentecost - Grandparent’s day
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  6 Father I Adore You

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 675 Precious Lord, Take my Hand

Precious Lord, take my hand  Thom​as Dor​sey
Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I'm tired, I am weak I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near
When my life is almost gone
Hear my cry,
Hear my call
Hold my hand lest I fall
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When the darkness appears and the night draws near
And the day is past and gone
At the river I stand
Guide my feet,
Hold my hand
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 1 [Pew Bible] 

1    Blessed is the man
    who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked
    or stand in the way of sinners
    or sit in the seat of mockers.
2    But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
    and on his law he meditates day and night.
3    He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
    and whose leaf does not wither.
    Whatever he does prospers.
4    Not so the wicked!
    They are like chaff
    that the wind blows away.
5    Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
6    For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
    but the way of the wicked will perish.
Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 378 Jesus, Jesus in the morning

Jesus, Jesus
1. Jesus, Jesus,
Jesus in the morning, Jesus in the noontime;
Jesus, Jesus,
Jesus when the sun goes down!

2. Love him, love him,
 
3. Serve him, serve him,


4. Thank him, thank him,
 
5. Praise him, praise him,
 
6. Jesus, Jesus,


Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 18:1-11

1This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2“Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my message.” 3So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.
5Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, 8and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. 9And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted, 10and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it.
11“Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, ‘This is what the LORD says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So turn from your evil ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and your actions.’

 Hymn of Illumination    insert God forgave my sin [last week’s hymn]
Shall we gather at the river
Robert Lowry

Shall we gather at the river, 

Where bright angel feet have trod, 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God? 
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Refrain: Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

The beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river

That flows by the throne of God. 

On the margin of the river, 

Washing up its silver spray, 

We will walk and worship ever, 

All the happy golden day. Refrain 

Ere we reach the shining river, 

Lay we every burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, 

And provide a robe and crown. Refrain
Soon we'll reach the shining river, 

Soon our pilgrimage will cease;

Soon our happy hearts will quiver 

With the melody of peace. Refrain 

 Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 14:25-33

25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 27And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
28“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’
31“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.
Sermon: Perishing ways

When you heard the call of Christ in your life, do you remember what it was that you had to give up in order to follow Christ. 

After the church was a couple of hundred years old a group of Christians following a man named Anthony [the Great; even though he would have hated that title himself] started a movement of hermit monks and nuns called the Desert Fathers [and eventually also Mothers]. While there movement started around the deserts of Egypt the kind of monasticism led by Anthony [though more likely started by a man named Paul of Thebes] grew from a few devoted followers into a tremendous movement of thousands of believing men and women, who set aside comfort and conveniences, put on simple and often uncomfortable clothes, lived in communities but would take on vows of silence or solitude within those communities, all in order to consider God. They would write, and you can still find today copies of their writings – Sayings of the Desert Fathers [http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/books/desert-wisdom-sayings-from-the/9781570753718-item.html] or download a free ebook version [http://www.gobookee.net/sayings-of-the-desert-fathers/]. 


What had driven these often wealthy people out from the cities and towns, away from privilege and resources, out into harsh conditions and poverty?


The Christianity practiced in our culture is not very good at giving things up. We believe, we are trained to believe, we are taught that in order for things to be better they need to be bigger, more organized, more productive [in a tangible/physical sort of way]. Yet when we put that value up against a lot of what Jesus teaches throughout his ministry, even in the example of his own life we discover that it is not only what you build up that makes your faith stronger, but what you take down, break down, and set aside that defines and strengthens your faith.


For some people finding things to set aside. In coming to Christ they give up intoxicants of drink & drugs, or they cease reckless living or slothful living. So often we look at the most depraved in society and it is easy to see just how much they need Christ and they need Christian living simply in order to survive. 


But we are not all alcoholics, or drug addicts, or victims of our own reckless living. Does this mean that some of us are already in that perfect state of good behaviour? Perish the thought.

Because we all need to set aside something. Listen to Jesus words to the crowds in Luke 14 today: “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.” One of the basis for the whole monastic movement in Christianity is this, renouncing. That means giving up all the things that could possibly come between you and God. 
   
We need to ask ourselves, if called upon, not ‘what are we willing to give up in order to follow Christ?’, but we need to ask ourselves ‘what are we NOT willing to give up?’

It is one thing to talk about giving up the second vehicle, or to move away from what is familiar, or to put more into the  collection plate, or be less indulgent in our eating and in our living in general. What does it mean to really hear what Jesus is saying and if called upon to ‘hate father and mother, spouse and children, brothers and sisters, even our own self’ to be a disciple of Christ Jesus. 

What could you not give up? Could you give up your spare time [if you happen to have any]? Could you give up time with family and friends in order to be a disciple of Christ? What can’t you live without? What would grieve you most to lose? Would you grieve that loss, more than you grieve not having God in your life in a real and powerful way?

There are monks and nuns today who live very simple lives, subsisting on simple meals and wearing simple cloths; who have given up everything else – even contact with their own families and friends - in order to pray for the church, and do the small and often miserable jobs of the church that no one else seems to want to do, and they do it with joy because they do not do these things for themselves or for us, but they do it all for Christ. 

IN this same way, I do not preach, or visit, or write programs, or sit on committees, or serve in the community for my own sake; I do these things because I love Christ. I sometimes have to catch myself, especially when I am complimented on any of this work, and make sure I do not become a faithful do-gooder rather than a faith-filled good doer. Even family can become a barrier between God and the faith God calls me to have. Even the sweetest kindest people in our lives can drive us to sin; such as sins of pride, self-righteousness, doubt, idolatry, or even idleness.

In each of our lives there are things we hold onto that cause us to - as the psalmist says in our shared reading today – to walk in the counsel of the wicked’. I do not mean that your infant child or grandchild was sent by the devil to drive you to the pits of hell, but that all of these people have been placed in your life for to help them be drawn closer to Christ and to walk with Christ more faithfully. And when the opposite is true, and they drive you to distraction, then it time to pause and take measure of where the greatest influences are your life. 

And so as we come together as a church we need to be just as critical and aware, what aspects of being a church can we absolutely never do without? What do we need to have in order to be a church? Now, is that thing we need helping us know Christ and follow Christ, and obey the commandments of Christ; or are we holding onto a barrier between us and the Lord?

The ways of the wicked, to use the phrase from the psalmist, are not simply a list of bad actions. The ways of the wicked are all of those things we can do without, and need to, in our journey of faith. It may mean from time to time we remind the people around us that they do not have more influence over our lives than Christ; and may cause us to pause in ourselves and account for those times when we have set our own ways and will against our Lord and Saviour. 

Jesus says, if you want to take on anything ‘take on your own cross and follow’. We cannot take up Christ’s cross and bear the sins of the world, but by taking on our own cross we acknowledge our own sins before the Lord, admitting that we fall short despite our own best intensions; and then in the awe and wonder of the power that is in Christ Jesus, our Saviour and Lord, become uplifted as he takes upon himself even those sins that have kept us from God’s love, that we might perish the ways and set aside the past that has burdened us, and go forth from this day into the eternal and everlasting day, as we rejoice in the Lord forever.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Corn Boil! A time of fellowship; hosted at the Beersville Community Hall on Sunday September 15th.; 4:30-6pm See pamphlet for details.

Birth Announcement: Ash and Krista are proud to announce the birth of their daughter Sadie Darlene Fillmore Eastwood, born August 28th.

Session meeting: A joint meeting of the session of the pastoral charge on Thursday, September 19th 2013 [20th is backup date]. 7pm at St. Mark’s Hall.  
Condolences are extended to the family of Marshall Campbell. A graveside funeral service will be held this afternoon at 3pm followed by fellowship at St. Mark’s Hall. 

Market: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October. 

Bible School – Will start up again in early October. 

The Kent Community Inclusion Network invites you to a public dialogue for the Renewal of the Plan to reduce poverty, on September 16th; 6 to 9pm @ Anchor Centre, 149 Acadie Street, Richibucto. Information or registration: 523-1239 or email at kentriccin@gmail.com .
Continuing Education Event - The Synod of the Atlantic Provinces is hosting a Continuing Education Event featuring Diana Butler Bass who will be speaking on the topic Christianity after Religion: the 3Bs of Faith: Belief, Behaviour, and Belonging September 27-29 2013 cost of the weekend lecture series is $100 registration is online or through the minister. 

http://st-andrews-presbyterian.net/Events.html
http://www.dianabutlerbass.com/dianasbooks.html
50th Anniversary / for Bob & June Fitsimmons – next Saturday 14th of September lunch from 1 till 2pm, auction 2-4pm, and music from 4 to 6pm at the Golden Age club in St. Paul [right across from the post office]  

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   BoP 249 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds [last week’s hymn]

I the Lord of sea and sky [Here I am Lord]       Daniel L. Schutte


I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

Chorus Here am I, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my words to them. Whom shall I send?  Chorus 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will send the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide, 'Til their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? Chorus
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit, on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Announcements: 

Corn Boil! A time of fellowship; hosted at the Beersville Community Hall on Sunday September 15th.; 4:30-6pm See pamphlet for details.

Birth Announcement: Ash and Krista are proud to annouce the birth of their daughter Sadie Darlene Fillmore Eastwood, born August 28th.

Session meeting: A joint meeting of the session of the pastoral charge on Thursday, September 19th 2013 [20th is backup date]. 7pm at St. Mark’s Hall.  
Condolences are extended to the family of Marshall Campbell. A graveside funeral service will be held this afternoon at 3pm followed by fellowship at St. Mark’s Hall. 

Market: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October. 

Bible School – Will start up again in early October. 

The Kent Community Inclusion Network invites you to a public dialogue for the Renewal of the Plan to reduce poverty, on September 16th; 6 to 9pm @ Anchor Centre, 149 Acadie Street, Richibucto. Information or registration: 523-1239 or email at kentriccin@gmail.com .
Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Ryan, Jody & Whalen, for Raymond, Brandon, Vroni, Jeanne, Savannah, Percy, Brent, Grace, Olga, Bill 
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Mission Moment Farmers helping farmers improve food security With support from the Government of Canada, PWS&D is partnering with Western University and Canadian Foodgrains Bank to help six thousand farming families learn more about sustainable food production. Through this innovative program, farmers struggling to provide enough food for their families will learn from fellow farmers how to protect soils, increase crop production and diversity, and improve their family’s nutrition. Farmers and youth will also develop small food-based businesses to boost their incomes and grow local economies. “We are pleased that Canadians are willing to support us,” says Rodgers Msachi, a community promoter at Ekwendeni Hospital. By responding together, Presbyterians are helping communities help themselves. 

Looking for ‘back to Sunday School’ supplies? >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

