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Psalms Revealing History

Psalm 84 [RSV]
1    How lovely is thy dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!
2    My soul longs, yea, faints for the courts of the LORD;
    my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
3    Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
    where she may lay her young, at thy altars, O LORD of hosts,
    my King and my God.
4    Blessed are those who dwell in thy house, ever singing thy praise! Selah
5    Blessed are the men whose strength is in thee,  in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

6    As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it with pools.
7    They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion.
8    O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah
9    Behold our shield, O God; look upon the face of Thine anointed!
10    For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
    I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
11    For the LORD God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor.
    No good thing does the LORD withhold from those who walk uprightly.
12    O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man who trusts in thee!
In the age of David the people of God worship in a tabernacle/tent, as when the people had been in exile. [2 Samuel 7]

The temple was built by Solomon; David’s son. [1 Kings 5, 6]

· At what point in history might this psalm have been written.

· What other things might indicate the time in history when this psalm was written?

The world Selah, rarely translated, is traditionally seen as a call for response, believed to be a choral response.

· Based on what you see in these two psalms do you believe this opinion?

· What else might it indicate? 

Depending on what was being sung about, we can uncover some understanding about when each psalm was written. 

This is not true of every psalm. Some psalms could come from any age, and fit into several different settings in the worship history of God’s people. 

For example, some feel that these psalms were both written shortly after the death of king Solomon. Other scholars place the writing of these psalms in the period following the return from exile [500-450 BCE]. Both work.

Just like any culture, the music style and preference of people change over time. Since the Psalms were composed over a period spanning five-hundred or more years, changes in the style of poetry, music and how these psalms might have been read may have taken place. 

Psalms tell about history, they relate important concepts of the Hebrew faith.

These psalms are also from different authors; the Sons of Korah [84], and Ethan the Ezrahite [89]. They have a different style. That style may reflect that they were writing in different time periods, and perhaps with different musical/choral accompaniment in mind.

 The psalms were not only recited at times of formal worship, but were a part of every day faithful living. Certain psalms made their way into common use and popularity. Other were less popular and perhaps too formal to be used in this way. 

The Many Voices in the Psalms 

Psalm 89 [sel. [RSV]]

1    I will sing of thy steadfast love, O LORD, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim thy faithfulness to all generations.
2    For thy steadfast love was established forever, thy faithfulness is firm as the heavens.
3    Thou hast said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
    I have sworn to David my servant:
4    ‘I will establish your descendants for ever, and build your throne for all generations.’” Selah
· Who is speaking?
5    Let the heavens praise thy wonders, O LORD, thy faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!
6    For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD?
    Who among the heavenly beings is like the LORD,
7    a God feared in the council of the holy ones, great and terrible above all that are round about him?
8    O LORD God of hosts, who is mighty as thou art, O LORD,
    with thy faithfulness round about thee?
· Who is speaking?
15    Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance,
16    who exult in thy name all the day, and extol thy righteousness.
17    For thou art the glory of their strength; by thy favour our horn is exalted.
18    For our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel.
· Who is speaking?
26    He shall cry to me, ‘Thou art my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’
27    And I will make him the first-born, the highest of the kings of the earth.
28    My steadfast love I will keep for him for ever, and my covenant will stand firm for him.
29    I will establish his line for ever and his throne as the days of the heavens.
· Who is speaking?
Selah 38    But now thou hast cast off and rejected, thou art full of wrath against thy anointed.
39    Thou hast renounced the covenant with thy servant; thou hast defiled his crown in the dust.
· Who is speaking?
Selah 50    Remember, O Lord, how thy servant is scorned; how I bear in my bosom the insults of the peoples,
51    with which thy enemies taunt, O LORD, with which they mock the footsteps of thy anointed. 52    Blessed be the LORD for ever!
Amen and Amen.

· Who is speaking?
Identify the various titles for God used in this psalm.

Are you beginning to see some common elements in all psalms? What are they?

The books of history [1st&2nd Samuel, 1st&2nd Kings, 1st&2nd Chronicles & others] give a fair timeline of Israelite history.
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Over the period spanning the Davidic dynasty into the period of exile in Babylon, the nation and the way it worshiped God would have been influenced and developed in this same time. 

The mention of many of the surrounding nations, and the actions of particular people of fame [or infamy], appear throughout the psalms. 

Still, it is difficult in some cases to place every psalm in connection with particular time and era. Pastoral psalms are especially unreferencable to specific times and events.

These psalms close what is commonly known among scholars as the Third Book. These imposed divisions on the collection of Psalms has come about from both the understanding through contemporary use of the psalms, but also through interfaith theological scholastic studies between Jews and Christian biblical scholars. 

The use of the Psalms in worship liturgy and individual devotion is probably the most notable retained practice from Judaism into Christianity; a real indication of their timelessness.

   What is the difference between seeing psalms as hymns or psalms as recited prayers?__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Can some psalms be used as both songs and prayers? ____Which?__________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

What historical events do you think might not be mentioned in the psalms? _________

___________________________________

What historical events and people get mentioned repeatedly? _________________

___________________________________

Who? and Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some possible ways that psalms were written, used, picked and placed into the collection we now call the book of the psalms?_____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Examine songs from contemporary hymn books and look for the different dates in their composition. 

How much has changed over the years in music in the span of a church hymnal?

Prayer & Praise

The Book of Psalms

Psalms 84 & 89
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