Psalms of Praise
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1    Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.
2    Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.
3    Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
4    Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.
5    For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. KJV
This psalm is a call to worship, and is grouped with other liturgical psalms [psalms used in worship].

· What parts of the psalms [phrases, words] remind you of worship?

The subtitle for this psalms is ‘a psalm for thank offering’. (Lev. 7:2)

· How is this psalms appropriate to accompany a thank offering? 

· What other events might it also be used for?

· What are the pastoral elements of this psalm?

· Who might have written this psalm? 

· Why?

Some scholars have drawn parallels between psalms like this and parts of the book of the prophet Isaiah. Discuss.
 “Let us make a joyful noise to him with psalms of praise!” (Ps 95:2b)

This group of worshipful psalms that parallel the style found also in the writing of the prophets; particularly Isaiah. 


In that light, these psalms are named as deutero-Isaianic – meaning, written after the style of Isaiah. This does not mean that these psalms were written by Isaiah, but simply that they bear a resemblance to things that are ascribed to Isaiah, and they may have been written during the same era as the book of Isaiah was written. 

That would place the writing of these psalms somewhere in the midst of the exile, but given their tone perhaps as a part of the return from it [~539 BCE]. They mark a revival of the formal practice of faith in the returning Jews to Jerusalem.

In that light it is not surprising then that this psalm in particular was very popular in the reformed and Presbyterian churches of the 1500 & 1600s. It has stayed with these churches as a popular hymn for some time, and accepted into the use of denominations that were once violent adversaries. 

In that time of revival there were not many hymns or praise songs, and while the reading of the bible was in its first few generations, these words would be fairly new. Tunes from other songs were used to sing the psalms, and some new tunes were written; ie. Psalm 100, or ‘ol’ 100th’.

Psalms of Reverence

Psalm 103

1    Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2    Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
3    Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;
4    Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;
5    Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
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6    The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed.
7    He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel.
8    The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
9    He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.
10    He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
11    For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.
12    As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
13    Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him.
14    For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.
15    As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.
16    For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.
17    But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s children;
18    To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them.
19    The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.
20    Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.
21    Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure.
22    Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul. KJV
What is the significance, for you, of singing the words right out of the bible instead of singing words written about faith, or about the bible, like our more modern hymns and praise songs? 

So, the psalms are not limited to the time around David, or Solomon’s lives. They cover a much longer period of history up until the age [some 200 years] before Jesus Christ was born.

There are a number of influences that may have caused the Jews to close the book of the psalms. It was some time till they begin writing other praise books. Still no collection of praise and prayers was ever put to take the place of the importance of the psalms.

Primarily, the period covering the time when the last psalms were written and the book was closed [canonized] come shortly after the city of Jerusalem was rebuilt, and the second temple was built. In this same time period, the priesthood was reestablished. This was naturally followed by a period of new orthodoxy( in the Jewish faith.

In particular, hymns that would accompany ritual practice would be of great importance to priests and leaders trying to establish a comfortable normal way of ‘performing’ the faith; especially after two generations without these rituals [at least in their formal setting in Jerusalem].

What do you suppose came first; the form of worship, or the psalms that marked it?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What significant figures may have written these psalms that accompany ritual practice?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What about prayers? DO these psalms also fit as prayers? [How and how not]________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the danger in having popular psalms?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is the Christian Church in Canada in a period of orthodoxy, neo-orthodoxy, or unorthodoxy?________________________

How has that effected the way we worship?

______________________________________________________________________

These psalms were written to accompany a thank offering, or a sacrifice. Can you see these being used as part of the worship service today? ______________________

In what parts of a worship service?______

_________________________________

Use one of the jubilant/thank-offering psalms [90-106], and design a form/practice of worship to go along with it. 

Prayer & Praise

The Book of Psalms

Psalms 100 & 103
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( orthodoxy is the authorized and generally accepted governing doctrine & practice. It is marked by clarified and enforced rules/governance. The church has gone through several periods of orthodoxy, neo-orthodoxy as well as unorthodoxy.





