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VALENTINE TiPs NO matter how good the
deal, don’t buy roses at the Hardware
Store. (inspired by actual Sunday paper ac)
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Epiphany VI

February 12th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings: Annual meetings will be taking place over the couple of months: Reports should be completed one week in advance to have them copied; forms available.
Bible Study: This Tuesday, 10am at the Manse 3279 Rte 465. 

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Condolences of the congregations are extended to the family of Mrs. Holly Fahey who passed away this week after a long and determined struggle with illness. 

Aerobics Classes – Keep moving through the frozen winter months. Marly is offering exercise classes at the Harcourt legion Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. $30 per month or $5 per class. Call Marly at 785-4383 for more details 

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It has been updated since Christmas and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.
Call to Worship [overhead] Spirit of the Living God
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 82 Come, let us all unite and sing 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 31 [BoP 628] 

1    In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;  let me never be put to shame;  deliver me in your righteousness.
2    Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge  a strong fortress to save me.
3    Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me.
4    Free me from the trap that is set for me, for you are my refuge.
5    Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.
6    I hate those who cling to worthless idols; I trust in the LORD.
7    I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you saw my affliction and knew the anguish of my soul.
8    You have not handed me over to the enemy but have set my feet in a spacious place.
9    Be merciful to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my soul and my body with grief.
10    My life is consumed by anguish and my years by groaning; my strength fails because of my affliction, and my bones grow weak.
11    Because of all my enemies, I am the utter contempt of my neighbours; I am a dread to my friends— those who see me on the street flee from me.
12    I am forgotten by them as though I were dead; I have become like broken pottery.
13    For I hear the slander of many; there is terror on every side; they conspire against me and plot to take my life.
14    But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”
15    My times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me.
16    Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love.
17    Let me not be put to shame, O LORD, for I have cried out to you; but let the wicked be put to shame and lie silent in the grave. 

18    Let their lying lips be silenced, for with pride and contempt; they speak arrogantly against the righteous.
19    How great is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you, which you bestow in the sight of men; on those who take refuge in you.
20    In the shelter of your presence you hide them from the intrigues of men; in your dwelling you keep them safe  from accusing tongues.
21    Praise be to the LORD, for he showed his wonderful love to me when I was in a besieged city.
22    In my alarm I said, “I am cut off from your sight!” Yet you heard my cry for mercy when I called to you for help.
23    Love the LORD, all his saints! The LORD preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays back in full.
24    Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 479 Saviour teach me day by day
Scripture Readings:


            OT – 2 Kings 5:1-14

1Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.
2Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”
4Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 5“By all means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy.”
7As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!”
8When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. 10Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”
11But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage.
13Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” 14So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.

       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 70 Immortal, invisible God only wise
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 1:40-45

40A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”
41Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 42Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.
43Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44“See that you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.
Sermon: Laser-beam testimony
The term "laser" originated as an acronym for Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation. It was published in an article by physical scientist Gordon Gould at a conference in 1959; and has been an iconic centre for science and science fiction alike for fifty years now.

The beam of light - the LASER Beam – intensifies the light by reflecting and refracting the light as it is released by the light source, until it releases the light in a very specific direction and a predetermined power. The process of amplifying can be applied to many forms of light or radiation; x-rays, UV rays, alpha, beta & gamma radiation, but LASERs, remain the most well known and broadly applied of this technology.

Today, I would like for you to visualize the same principle of powerful amplification, but I want you to picture a spiritual LASER [A Life Amplification Stimulated Emission and Radiation/Revelation]. 

The source of all of our spiritual light is God. God has always been the source of everything; the creator, sustainer, and redeemer of all things. The revelation of God through His Son, Jesus the Christ, He is the first focusing of all of the godly knowledge and holy revelation. When all of God’s truth is focused through Christ the truth becomes visible, knowable, and useable. Jesus fulfills the purpose of every other form of revelation that God has ever manifested – covenant, law, prophecy & history – into intense focus through him. 

Yet that spiritual truth is passed onto our lives, transmitted through our experience, and reflected in our spiritual devotion to God. When our acceptance of Christ’s truth, the healing and the revelation we have in Christ Jesus which we have experienced in our lives - Christ’s own grace and peace through full salvation – is drawn into fellowship with all everyone else’s faith through Christ and we together are given purpose and direction as a church we become that Spiritual LASER.

I hope you don’t feel like you need to go and get a degree in physics to comprehend this illustration in this week’s sermon. This image of the spiritual LASER was far too appropriate in the ‘light’ of this week’s lectionary readings to be ignored. 

But what I want you to see most of all is that God has a method; God has a way of doing things; God does not just throw things together in a random order and ‘let the chips fall where they may’, but God puts specific events in order, makes us in a particular way, draws us together in certain ways, through different ordeals, so that when we are drawn into fellowship the seeming randomness of our spiritual lives is given singular powerful purpose, as we together shine with God’s love in a way we could never do separately.

Jesus met the man with leprosy, and after healing him, Jesus sent the man in a specific direction; with a specific purpose. Jesus has trouble with us, when – because of him – we experience healing and transformation in our lives – we tend to bend and go off in our own directions; that often when we are healed, when we are forgiven, when we are made whole again we go off, we twist and turn and make excuses about the instruction we have been given.

Everyone here has been given a message from God, and a revelation through Christ. That message has transformed your life in some miraculous way and continues to strengthen you in wondrous ways, but you know that you’ve have changed and turned from Christ’s direction, time and time again. 

The man who was healed from the debilitating disease of leprosy, was told to go into the city and to make sacrifices according to the law of God, and to show himself to the priests. That is what Jesus tells him to do. Jesus does not lay any other burden on the man. He does not say, ‘and if you don’t . . .’.

Jesus sends the man back into the world that had cast him out because of his sickness, the leprosy, to the very people who would have made sure to cast the man out, and what does the man do?

I know we like to say, that if Jesus was to make certain changes in our lives, and we were to be healed of certain ills, or given strength from beyond ourselves to overcomes certain troubles that we would absolutely do exactly what Jesus told us to do.

Would you do that even if that meant facing your worst fear?

You see the leprous man had likely already been before the priests. He would have gone to them when the disease first showed up, and he would have made a sacrifice for cleansing and when it was not enough, and when he was still sick, he would have been sent out. 

He came to Jesus not only as a man with a physical illness, but a man bearing a deeper scar than any blemish and scar that the leprosy had made on his body. He had been cast out by his own people, feared by his own family, deserted by the leaders he had trusted. It must have been every last ounce of faith to come up to this traveling preacher and miracle worker and ask – no beg - to be healed. 

I am not making excuses, but I am setting the circumstances.

Jesus then tells the man – after Jesus has healed him – to go back into the temple and to present himself to the priests that are there and to make the correct sacrifices for healing and cleansing again. Jesus tells the man to go back into the system, to the people, into the circumstances that put him out in the first place.

When the man is healed he wants to do something for Jesus. He wants to minister and mission, but what he does not want to do is go back and confront the priests. He does not want to go back and face what could be felt by some, by you or I, as a betrayal.

When someone betrays our trust it takes a whole lot of convincing for us to want to even be in their company. I have seen some people go outside into the worst weather conditions and sit in cold sheds, or go drive around alone in their cars rather than be around people  who have hurt them by betraying them. And these are good people, but they have to be coaxed, coerced, or even bribed to coming back into that house, and back to confront their betrayer.

But this man wants to show that he loves Jesus. This man who has been healed wants to show the love and the trust he has for the man who took him in, and laid a hand on him. Could you imagine being someone who was deemed untouchable and have someone come up and after never being touched by anyone to suddenly touched – and even more than that, because this man was touched and then it was also possible for other people to touch him because the leprosy was gone. 

And so this man responds to grace by going out and telling the world about Jesus. He becomes the boisterous missionary telling people about Jesus and all that Jesus has done for him. Problem is, that is not what Jesus wanted him to do.

Today’s sermon is not about being healed, today’s readings – two of them looking at men being healed from leprosy – but both are really about obedience. This is not about being obedient to God when everything seems hard and God is showing us the way out of our trouble, but the kind of obedience we see in these passages is about obeying God when things are going okay, and it is not too hard.

The great general Naaman, who goes to the prophet Elisha for healing, he is insulted that the prophet tells him to go and have a bath in the Jordan river seven times. The great man, who is known for doing great things is told to go and have a bath in a river he considers to be too filthy to wash in. And for a moment it looks as though he actually will not do it. 

But when Naaman’s servant convinces him, to get over his own fears and assumptions, and personal pride and self-righteousness, and to accept the simple truth and go down to the river and bathe and be healed, real healing does take place. And we see the real healing in what Naaman continues to do after he is healed, and the faith and understanding he shows about God.

The man whom Jesus healed, he might have been healed of his leprosy, but he seems to hold on to what was really crippling him inside. He’s afraid, and strong willed enough to do something, but not what Jesus asks him.

We can ask for all the healing in the world, and all the recovery from our sins that is possible, yet – at the same time - we cannot [must not] let our own pride and self-righteousness get in the way of the whole healing that God is bring into our lives. And our truest healing and purpose comes not only from letting God heal us, but from then going in the direction that God gives us; wherein lies greater healing, full transformation, and stronger sense of our salvation.

When the man turned and went his own way, and decided to serve Jesus in a way that suited his own will [and allowed him to maintain his own fears and bias] it caused made it so Jesus could not go into towns and villages to preach, or to find rest. It meant that Jesus ministry had to be done in a different and harder way. It meant that Jesus had to endure not always having a roof over his head, or a comfortable place to rest either. 

Listen again for the calling Christ has placed on your life. Listen again to make sure that you have no replaced you own will and way of doing things with what Christ would have you do. And in the thanksgiving you feel for all the healing, and the forgiveness that is yours because of Jesus, become refocused, and refocused again [like a LASER beam] on the mission and mercy that God has given you; as you share your testimony, that comes from the healing that God has manifested in your life.  
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Dedication of Memorial Gifts

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 569 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee
Benediction 

Dismissal: [St. Leonard’s] Though the world
Though the world may dwell in darkness, 

In your light Lord still I shine,

As a beacon unto others,

In Christ Jesus, Thine.

May the glad words of your gospel,

Pour from these poor lips of mine;

Help me share as love transforms me,

To an heir divine.

We are called together from many walks of life and from a whole variety of experience, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We aim to be a fellowship of the faithful, sharing faith. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)
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Mission Moment: CANADA: Supporting university students
Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help chaplaincies across Canada to support and reach out to students. McMaster University’s Ecumenical chaplaincy provides counselling, help for students in difficulty, and offers Christian worship. It provides chances for students to be involved in social-justice, anti-violence, and prayer groups. McMaster’s Ecumenical Chaplain, The Rev. Dr. Carol Wood, is a Presbyterian minister. She enjoys the diversity of the McMaster community and the opportunity to walk with students through the challenges of their university experience.  Let us pray for McMaster’s ecumenical chaplaincy as it provides a Christian presence on campus.

Providing Food Aid in Guatemala When heavy rains poured down on Central America this past October, over 40,000 people were affected by severe food shortages. Like many others in her community, Bertha, who farms a small plot of land with her husband and five children, was left empty handed after the rains destroyed her crops. Through gifts to PWS&D, Presbyterians in Canada helped ensure that food was distributed to 855 families in Guatemala. It is “great what is going on here,” Bertha said “Here there are so many people that are very poor, that have many kids, so for me I see this as very good.”
 Working together, we are ensuring people rebuilding in the aftermath of natural disasters and emergencies receive the assistance they require. Thank you for your support!
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