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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 21 We will glorify

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 324 Great is thy faithfulness

     BoP 85
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 30 [Pew Bible] 

1    I will extol thee, O LORD; for thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me.
2    O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me.
3    O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.
4    Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.
5    For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.
6    And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved.
7    LORD, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong: thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled.
8    I cried to thee, O LORD; and unto the LORD I made supplication.
9    What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth?
10    Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me: LORD, be thou my helper.
11    Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness;
12    To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever.
KJV

1    I will exalt you, O LORD,
    for you lifted me out of the depths
    and did not let my enemies gloat over me.
2    O LORD my God, I called to you for help
    and you healed me.
3    O LORD, you brought me up from the grave£;
    you spared me from going down into the pit.
4    Sing to the LORD, you saints of his;
    praise his holy name.
5    For his anger lasts only a moment,
    but his favor lasts a lifetime;
    weeping may remain for a night,
    but rejoicing comes in the morning.
6    When I felt secure, I said,
    “I will never be shaken.”
7    O LORD, when you favored me,
    you made my mountain£ stand firm;
    but when you hid your face,
    I was dismayed.
8    To you, O LORD, I called;
    to the Lord I cried for mercy:
9    “What gain is there in my destruction,£
    in my going down into the pit?
    Will the dust praise you?
    Will it proclaim your faithfulness?
10    Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me;
    O LORD, be my help.”
11    You turned my wailing into dancing;
    you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,
12    that my heart may sing to you and not be silent.
    O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 358 There is a redeemer
There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God's own Son,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One, Chorus

Chorus Thank you oh my Father, 
For giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit, 
'Til the work on Earth is done.

Jesus my Redeemer, 
Name above all names,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Hope for sinners slain. Chorus

When I stand in Glory, 
I will see His face,
There I'll serve my King forever,
In that Holy Place. Chorus


Scripture Readings:


            NT – Acts 9:1-6 

1And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 3And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 4And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 6And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. KJV

1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”
NIV


       Epistle – Revelation 5:11-14

11And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 13And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 14And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever. KJV

11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang:
    “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
    and honor and glory and praise!”
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:
    “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
    be praise and honor and glory and power,
    for ever and ever!”
14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 374 Oh for a thousand tongues to sing

BoP 411  I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus    

Gospel – John 21:1-19

1After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise showed he himself. 2There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. 3Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing. 4But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 5Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 6And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 7Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea. 8And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 9As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. 10Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. 11Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. 12Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 13Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. 14This is now the third time that Jesus showed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.
15So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 18Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 19This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.
KJV

1Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias.£ It happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.
5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”
“No,” they answered.
6He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.
7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.£ 9When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.
10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”
11Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.
15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
16Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”
NIV

Sermon:  In the circle at the throne

Sometimes our vision of things is not shared by everyone:

There was a nice lady, a Baptist minister's widow, who was a little old fashioned – who still wrote real paper letters. She was planning a vacation in a popular camping area, but she wanted to make sure of the accommodation first. Uppermost in her mind were bathroom facilities, but she couldn't bring herself to write "toilet" in a letter. After considerable deliberation, she settled on "bathroom commode," but when she wrote that down, it still sounded too forward, so, after the first page of her letter, she referred to the bathroom commode as "BC." "Does the cabin where I will be staying have its own 'BC'? If not, where is the 'BC' located?" is what she actually wrote.
The campground owner took the first page of the letter and the lady's cheque and gave it to his assistant. Then the owner so he showed the letter around to several staffers, but they couldn't decipher it either. It was his wife, who knew recognized that the lady was the widow of a famous Baptist preacher, was sure that it must be a question about the local Baptist Church. "Of course," the first staffer exclaimed, "'BC' stands for 'Baptist Church.' " And he sat down and wrote:

Dear Madam,

I regret very much any delay in answering your letter, but I now take the pleasure in informing you that the BC is located nine miles north of the campground and is capable of seating 250 people at one time. I admit it is quite a distance away if you are in the habit of going regularly, but no doubt you will be pleased to know that a great number of people take their lunches along and make a day of it. They usually arrive early and stay late.

The last time my wife and I went was six years ago, and it was so crowded we had to stand up the whole time we were there. It may interest you to know that right now there is a supper planned to raise money to buy more seats. They are going to hold it in the basement of the 'BC.'

I would like to say that it pains me very much not to be able to go more regularly, but it is surely no lack of desire on my part. As we grow older, it seems to be more of an effort, particularly in cold weather.

If you decide to come down to our campground, perhaps I could go with you the first time, sit with you, and introduce you to all the folks. Remember, this is a friendly community."

And given the title of today’s sermon, you must be asking yourselves, “Where is he going with this?


That is to say, what your questions are about what is coming and, our shared ability to find the answers to those question is going to come out of our ability to speak to each other and understand each other’s point of view and experience. The church needs to be a body of listeners that makes it a special point to listen to itself. 

Look for a moment at the vision that is laid out by the psalmist.  Today’s responsive reading spoke about all the place that should praise God, and if you don’t want to leave what the psalmist is saying as just a metaphor, that is just as an example, then most of what the psalmist says as he writes is pointless. Listen again:


“1    I will exalt you, O LORD, for you lifted me out of the depths and did not let my enemies gloat over me.
2    O LORD my God, I called to you for help and you healed me.
3    O LORD, you brought me up from the grave; you spared me from going down into the pit.
4    Sing to the LORD, you saints of his; praise his holy name.”   

In our reading from the book of Revelation we heard about the multitude, not only of saints and apostles, but of angels and great creatures.

Power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and praise; this is the shouted and proclaimed prayer of the multitude. It is the shout of every creature “n heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them”. It is the praise of the heavenly host.

But is this a scene that is meant only for the days of Armageddon? Is this a vision only of what is to come, or perhaps is it telling us what should be our goal today. The psalms end with a call to the people of God, as it mentions all the instruments of praise, “Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.”.


There is a point and perspective that arises in the careful reading of Revelation, and it has a lot to do with time. Sometimes you will read a phrase that speak of ‘the day appointed’ on ‘that day’ but in this vision in the book of Revelation John is very much talking about something he is seeing in the present tense. We often look at John’s apocalyptic vision and think that it is all about something that is going to happen, but just as the advice and direction to the seven churches was not meant for some future time, but for a mutual accountability in the hear and now, so this part of John’s vision is mean to inspire the present. 


This praise around the throne is not something that we are going to get around to, but what John is tell both the churches of his day and the churches of every day, is this is the vision we are to be fulfilling now. Our praise before God is not something that is going to wait until heaven, or the time to come, but is a daily practice that we should be about.


Last night I was out to the men’s night out event in Harcourt. I had a terrific time. I had the chance to get around to talk to people I don’t see all the time, and have some fellowship and good fun with friends and neighbours Marly and I even got the chance to get up and dance, something we have not had a chance to do since Jamie was born, and it was a good evening to rejoice in our community. Last night Harcourt was ‘where the party was at’.


But in the Revelation vision we are shown that it the party is ‘at’ heaven, even now, and we are invited to be there as more than guests but as the household in celebration. The part of the Revelation is not about some unknown, but it IS about the fellowship and praise that we bring before the throne of God today, here and now.


What praise do you bring to the circle of the throne, in the great reunion of all those who have ever walk in faith with Christ? 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 273 Crown Him with many crowns

BoP 218

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia [vs. 2]
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) @ Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Treasurer – Our new Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge was nearly in place, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Presbytery – Regular meeting scheduled for April 27th in Chatham NB, 10am

Bible Study – Our Easter/Lent Bible study titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ meets Mondays at the home of Jessie Kelly 1982 Rte 495 East Branch, and Thursday afternoons at the manse [3279 Rte 465], both at 1pm. 
Our Tuesday Bible study meets at 7pm at the home of Sheila Handrahan [Beckwith Rd] in Harcourt. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm (off for March Break). Call Tanya 785-6696
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session – The Joint Session is called to meet at April 13th 2016 

Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W., the Sutherlands, & Neil Ryan, 
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Mission Moments Serving God in Guatemala Presbyterians Sharing supports Chantel Cole, an International Development Studies student, who is on a ten-month work placement in Guatemala and is a Program Assistant with the community-based Maya-Mam Association for Research and Development [PWS&D partner organization]. AMMID’s work is dedicated to improving vulnerable people’s lives; particularly the Maya-Mam indigenous community. This community, much like other indigenous communities in Guatemala, has historically been marginalized. Chantel shares, “The people of Comitancillo have been warm, kindhearted, great-spirited and supporting. They have opened up their little town to me and have made me feel very welcome here and for that, I am sincerely grateful.” 
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