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Sunday April 12th 2015 – Easter II

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 21 We will glorify 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 677 My faith looks up to Thee
  BoP 398

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 133 & 134[Pew Bible] 

1    Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!
2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;
3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

134:1    Behold, bless ye the LORD, all ye servants of the LORD, which by night stand in the house of the LORD.
2    Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD.
3    The LORD that made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion.
KJV

1    How good and pleasant it is
    when brothers live together in unity!
2    It is like precious oil poured on the head,
    running down on the beard,
    running down on Aaron’s beard,
    down upon the collar of his robes.
3    It is as if the dew of Hermon
    were falling on Mount Zion.
    For there the LORD bestows his blessing,
    even life forevermore.
 
1:134    Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD
    who minister by night in the house of the LORD.
2    Lift up your hands in the sanctuary
    and praise the LORD.
3    May the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth,
    bless you from Zion.
NIV
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: insert  Jesus loves the little children

Jesus loves the little children 
C.H. Woolston revised
Jesus calls the children dear,
“Come to me and do not fear,
For I love the little children of the world.”
I call you each by name,
Heal you from all mortal pains,
For I love the little children of the world.”

Jesus loves the little children,
All the children of the world.
Red and yellow, black and white,
All are precious in His sight,
Jesus loves the little children of the world.

Jesus is our Shepherd true,
 In His love He’s guiding you,
For He loves the little children of the world;
He’s our Savior great and strong,
And He’ll shield you from the wrong,
For He loves the little children of the world.

Jesus died for all the children,
All the children of the world.
Red and yellow, black and white,
All are precious in His sight,
Jesus died for all the children of the world.

Lord, I shall come and follow Thee,
By your love, a servant be,
For You love the little children of the world;
And my cross I’ll humbly bear,
And for You I’ll give and care,
For You love the little children of the world.

Jesus rose for all the children,
All the children of the world.
Red and yellow, black and white,
All are precious in His sight,
Jesus rose for all the children of the world.

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 61: 6-11

6But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves. 7For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them. 8For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed.
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.
KJV

6    And you will be called priests of the LORD,
    you will be named ministers of our God.
    You will feed on the wealth of nations,
    and in their riches you will boast.
7    Instead of their shame
    my people will receive a double portion,
    and instead of disgrace
    they will rejoice in their inheritance;
    and so they will inherit a double portion in their land,
    and everlasting joy will be theirs.
8    “For I, the LORD, love justice;
    I hate robbery and iniquity.
    In my faithfulness I will reward them
    and make an everlasting covenant with them.
9    Their descendants will be known among the nations
    and their offspring among the peoples.
    All who see them will acknowledge
    that they are a people the LORD has blessed.”
10    I delight greatly in the LORD;
    my soul rejoices in my God.
    For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
    and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness,
    as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11    For as the soil makes the sprout come up
    and a garden causes seeds to grow,
    so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise
    spring up before all nations.
NIV


       Epistle – 1 John 1:1-2:2

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 2(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.
5This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
1My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
KJV

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to make our£ joy complete.
5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all£ sin.
8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.
1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for£ the sins of the whole world.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  songs 61 I love to tell the story

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 20:19-31

19Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20And when he had so said, he showed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 21Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 24But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
26And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.
KJV

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may£ believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
NIV

Sermon: What was still missing?

Three fools died and are at the pearly gates of heaven. St. Peter tells them that they can enter the gates if they can answer one simple question. 

St. Peter asks the first fool, "What is Easter?" 

He replies, "Oh, that's easy! It's the holiday in October when everyone gets together, eats turkey, and are thankful..." 

"Wrong!," replies St. Peter, and proceeds to ask the second fool the same question, "What is Easter?"  

The second one replies, "Easter is the holiday in December when we put up a nice tree, exchange presents, and celebrate the birth of Jesus." 

St. Peter looks at the second fool, shakes his head in disgust, tells her she's wrong, and then peers over his glasses at the third fool and asks, "What is Easter?" 

The third fool smiles confidently and looks St. Peter in the eyes, "I know what Easter is." "Oh?" says St. Peter, incredulously. "Easter is the Christian holiday that coincides with the Jewish celebration of Passover. Jesus and his disciples were eating at the last supper and Jesus was later deceived and turned over to the Romans by one of his disciples. "The Romans took him to be crucified and he was stabbed in the side, made to wear a crown of thorns, and was hung on a cross with nails through his hands. He was buried in a nearby cave which was sealed off by a large boulder." 

St. Peter smiles broadly with delight.  

Then the fool continues, "Every year the boulder is moved aside so that Jesus can come out...and, if he sees his shadow, there will be six more weeks of winter."


Sometimes we are so close to getting it, of understanding our faith and where it comes from, and what it is meant to be, but then sometimes we just don’t get it. Sometimes we miss the mark.

What was there still to be done? Surely the cross had been enough, the empty tomb sufficient, why then these days and days of Jesus ministry seeming to go on with these dinners with his apostles and his appearance on the Emmaus road to two other disciples? What was Jesus doing that the public shaming, the scourging, the cross and the sacrifice of himself upon had not accomplished? What is there beyond the resurrection?

It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore throat, 5-year-old Johnny stayed home from church with a sitter. When the family returned home, they were carrying several palm fronds. Johnny asked them what they were for.
      "People held them over Jesus' head as he walked by," his father told him.
      "Wouldn't you know it," Johnny fumed, "the one Sunday I don't go and he shows up."


A theologian I have been privileged to meet and study under is John Stott, he wrote many books and has toured the world giving lectures in churches and colleges, he writes “Christianity is in its very essence a resurrection religion. The concept of resurrection lies at its heart. If you remove it, Christianity is destroyed.”


So I guess our question is, as we look at the account of Jesus after the resurrection is, what is our Christian understanding of resurrection? If this is a key concept of what it means to be a Christian then we should have a pretty clear statement in our practice of faith that says what Jesus being resurrected is all about. 


Yet, if we look at our confessions, our creeds, in the Apostles Creed it reads, ‘the Third day he rose again from the dead . . .’ and then it is on to the ascension; the Nicene Creed goes a little further at least to say, ‘the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures’. Shouldn’t there be more? Resurrection is a pretty big deal, but it only gets short mention compared to the questions of the nature [divine/human] or the lineage of Jesus. 


But despite our light mention of resurrection in our confessions, in the experience of Jesus disciples it is a turning point in the way that they approach all of Jesus’ teachings. Jesus is not just another prophet and teacher with amazing lessons about how to obey the laws and follow the scriptures, but Jesus through his resurrection is calling his disciples and every believer who has arisen ever since to fulfill the scriptures; to be a part of the fulfillment of God’s Word.


I want to share a story, and with a little disclaimer I did see a robin this week at my compost bin, but sadly this is a story about a dead robin. 

Several children found a dead robin. Feeling that a proper burial should be performed, they secured a small box and some cotton batting, dug a hole in the back yard, and made ready to dispose of the deceased. The minister's 5-year-old son was chosen to say the prayer. And so with great dignity, he intoned, "Glory be to the Father...and unto the Son...and into the hole he goes."   

Well, glory to God that the story of Jesus death and resurrection has a little more grace than that. Because that last line does point in one important direction explaining why Jesus did not just ascend. Throughout His ministry He endowed the disciples from time –to-time with powers to drive out demons and to perform signs and the disciples and apostles were again being instructed in that power and in the use of God’s power. This is one area where the church has – through its own superstition and through a lack of faith that comes through depending on worldly reason – lost our understanding and appreciation of the power of God in and through us. 


God not only calls on us to believe in the resurrection, but God calls on the believer to DO something with that belief. What is it that we do? What did Jesus do in his own resurrection?


He gathered with is disciples, and in all the unrest he first of all called on them to be at peace. He says, “Peace be with you”, that is Jesus opening line. There is no ‘Tada!’, no ‘Here I am!’, simple “Peace be with you.”


Calling the disciples by name, inviting them to share a meal with him and break bread, simply to walk and talk with them, this is how Jesus spends his time after his resurrection. In other words Jesus is doing much the same sort of things he did before he died and rose again. The miracles don’t get bigger, and Jesus spends this time building up the confidence of his followers.


This extends into the church in its life in Christ today. Leon Morris – a professor and preacher from Australia- says that “The same power that brought Christ back from the dead is operative within those who are Christ’s. The Resurrection is an ongoing thing.” I guess that is one thing that a lot of people miss, they see resurrection like they see becoming a Christian. It is not a one time for all time event, but it is for us a process. For Jesus it is complete, but just as we are made dead to see and become alive in Christ we go through a process of drawing closer to God and to fulfilling the purpose God has for us in our lives, individually and as a whole body of faith.


We make our joy complete, when we gather in His name and we share our experience of faith, just as he was teaching his disciples to do when he rose from the dead. He spent time with them, bringing them out of their doubts and their fears. It was not Thomas alone who doubted, but he doubted despite the accounts of those people around him. 


Last week I hope you had a chance to have a fellowship with your family or your friends and to enjoy each other and celebrate each other. Here is a little story about one gathering, maybe yours was like this


Young Ernie and his family were invited to have Easter Sunday lunch at his grandmother's house. Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served.  When Ernie received his plate he started eating straight away. 
'Ernie, wait until we say grace,' demanded his father. 

'I don't have to,' the five year old replied. 

'Of course you do, Ernest,' his mother insisted rather forcefully. 'We always say a prayer before eating at our house.' 

'That's at our house,' Ernie explained, 'but this is Grandma's house, and she knows how to cook.'


You don’t have to cook, or not cook to pray, there is no special skill to believing. God has called you, and there should be no question in your heart that God loves you and is present in your life. That is the peace and assurance that Jesus offers us still. That is the grace and joy that John offered the church again in his letters has he continued this ministry of Christ’s, that we are pledged to continue today in the faith we share and the lives we lead.

We call on the name of more than just a great teacher or even the name of a great leader, when we pray, when we act, Christians do what we do and live our lives ‘in the name of Jesus’ and that name is a firmer foundation because of the bloodstained cross and the empty tomb, but more than these objects our faith is founded upon the LIVING Christ, who is risen and who is coming again.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Willah, the Campbell family, Alf, Investigation Committee 
Announcements:  Session – April 14th ?? for Zion in West Branch
Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of Investigation Committee consists of Doug Blaikie, Kent Burdett, Sylvia Harris, Dallas Davis. They have been tasked with assessing the viability of the pastoral tie within the charge The expectation is that this process should be concluded by then of June.
Easter Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Will start after Easter, Tuesday, April the 14th at 2pm at the Manse in Beersville. We are hoping that weather continues to improve and people can get out.

Gospel Fellowship – The basic plans for a gospel event are taking place and we need some interested volunteers. I fyou have some special music

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Richibucto River Choir & Guests - Spring Concert - Saturday, April 18, 7:30 P.M. - St. Louis-de-Gonzague Roman Catholic Church, Richibucto. Tickets: $10 are available from choir members or at the door. Proceeds will go toward individual music therapy programs for residents of the Rexton Lions Nursing Home and to the Food Bank.  

BLMS - 6th Annual BLMS Community Breakfast and Yard SaleSat. April 25th at Bonar Law Memorial School 8-12pm Breakfast is a goodwill donation

Beersville Fire Department – 23Annual Roast Beef Dinner April 25th 4:30-6pm, $14 adults, $6 children. Bake Table this is a 

Yoga – Classes on hold in Harcourt, but are ongoing Mondays in Clairville

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 350 To God be the glory
               BoP 73
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs. 3)

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) meeting at the church
11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Isaiah 4:4-13, Psalm 114, 1 John 3:1-7, John 24:36-48

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Being present with people The Reverends John Wyminga and Shannon Bell-Wyminga find that it is often in the unplanned, informal times that God works most effectively in Cariboo Ministry’s Nazko and Area Dakelh Outreach. At a recent anniversary celebration, John and Shannon experienced many opportunities to share and pray with people, who shared stories of grief, spiritual concerns and thankfulness. Shannon shares, “No church building in sight, no formal worship or organized programs. We were just present with people. Our presence is a reminder that there is a Creator out there who cares for them and wants a relationship with them.” Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support this ministry in British Columbia’s remote Cariboo region. 
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