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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  2 Alleluia, Alleluia {vs. 1&2}
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 324 Great is Thy faithfulness
  BoP 85 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 27 [BoP 627] 

1    The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
2    When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.
3    Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.
4    One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.
5    For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.
6    And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD.
7    Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.
8    When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek.
9    Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.
10    When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up.
11    Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies.
12    Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty.
13    I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.
14    Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.
KJV
Children’s story – Good food
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 358 There is a redeemer
Scripture Readings:
    OT – Daniel 1:8-21

8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 9Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. 10And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king. 11Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. 13Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. 14So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. 15And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king’s meat. 16Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.
17As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. 20And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 21And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.
KJV

8But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel, 10but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your£ food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my head because of you.”
11Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.” 14So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.
15At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. 16So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead.
17To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.
18At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.
21And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.
NIV
      Epistle – Revelation 5:11-14

 11And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 13And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 14And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.KJV

11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang:
    “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
    and honor and glory and praise!”
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:
    “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
    be praise and honor and glory and power,
    for ever and ever!”
14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 267 Rejoice the Lord is King
                BoP 216 

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 21:1-19

1After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise showed he himself. 

2There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. 3Simon Peter saith unto them, “I go a-fishing.” 

They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing. 4But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

 5Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 6And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

7Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. 

Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea. 8And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 

9As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. 10Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. 11Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. 

12Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 13Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. 

14This is now the third time that Jesus showed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.
15So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

18Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 

19This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.
KJV

1Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.
5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”
“No,” they answered.
6He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.
7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.
10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”
11Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.
15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
16Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”
NIV

Sermon: A Godly diet
After Jesus rose from the dead and appeared with his disciples and with others, new to the faith, The question as to whether Jesus was actual resurrected or some sort of ghostly manifestation went around as news as well. It is not an easy thing to accept, today as well as two thousand years ago. It may even have been easier two thousand years ago, where more of life and death was unexplainable, to accept that someone who was dead could rise on the third day. In our day and age there is less for miracle and mystery, and we rely on our proofs a great deal, so much so that we do not often make enough room for faith, and faith – already difficult – can be more difficult in the midst of a world that needs SO many proofs.


But the early Christians - like us - needed some proofs. If some one says to you, “Christ is risen!” and you respond with the classic response – maybe you know it, maybe you don’t “Christ is risen, Indeed.” What you are saying is that you are –prepared to offer the support in faith and proof that Jesus the Christ is risen, and that is what the gospel writers, Matthew, Luke & John offered in their narratives of the actions of the risen Lord, and as Luke continues in writing the book of acts, the actions of the early church are the continued proofs of the power of Christ’s resurrection.


 Among the proofs and testimony that the gospel writers offer, there is one action that for some really stands out. In our gospel reading from John Jesus is waiting on the shore for his disciples who have gone fishing, and gone back to their old way of life, and gone back into an old familiar pattern – and Jesus does not stop them. Jesus knows how important fishing was to these disciples, how it defined their character as well as provide for their families. By being fishermen they learned the skills that Jesus would use in their life as disciples and then as builders of His church.


The proof that gets reported to us about Jesus resurrection being real is not the proofs of his hands and side, it was not any convincing argument, but it was that Jesus ate food. He broke bread, he showed up at meal time, and he sat at the table and he ate pieces of fish and bread. Why is that important?


Because the dead do not need to eat and have sustenance through food. Jesus did eat, he broke bread, he joined them for a meal; in today’s reading he joins his disciples for breakfast. 


IN a life filled with fast food, prepackaged prepared foods, we don’t appreciate – as much – how all our food is made and where it all comes from. There is a reaction that is building to the rank consumerism of food, to buy local and to teach people how foods are made and prepared and appreciate where the food they eat comes from, who has laboured to bring it to your table. There was a trend a couple of years ago – is am not sure if they are still doing it – where you could scan a code with the camera on your cell phone, and then you could get the back story on your lobster right down to the trap number and the fisherman that pulled it out of the water. Quaint, if nothing else. 


But food is important. 


Food is important even in a life of faith, and not just in a symbolic way.


We celebrate that God provides for all of our needs. We offer prayers of thanks for our sustenance and call it grace at our tables. 


Who here likes to go to buffets?


I think buffets are good, but not as a daily thing – anyone who has been through the university cafeteria system in residences can tell you how dangerous unlimited supplies of food can be over the long term. 


But when you are on a cruise or some all inclusive vacation, you expect to see the buffet. 


We live in a time, a culture, and have the wealth and power as a people where we have access to the unlimited food model. Our homes are practical buffets, where we go to the fridge, freezer, cupboard and ask ourselves ‘which of these several items will I feed myself at this mealtime?’ And we take for granted that this is normal. This is a past on hundred years development, and only in western developed nations. 


And I am glad I mentioned university, because when we look to the book of Daniel, Daniel is being offered what we would call a full-ride scholarship. He is offered excellent housing arrangement, he is being offered the best in teachers, is told there is one of the best jobs in the country waiting for him when he gets through his education, and he is even shown the buffet that will feed him, and it is the kings own table. Daniel is handed his food ticket and sees stamped on it “Unlimited”


Where in your life have you been offered ‘unlimited’? Unlimited is one of those catch words that are big in the service industries right now; Unlimited phone plans, unlimited internet, unlimited movies. Or how about the implications of the the other phrase that goes along with so many vacations, ‘all-inclusive’.


Unlimited and all-inclusive, that is the offer that is put to Daniel and the other three [Hananiah, Shadrach; Mishael, Meshach; & Azariah, Abednego].


Now many of us are aware of the Jewish/Israelite food laws. Many of us have heard the term kosher food, and keeping kosher it the expression meaning that the Jewish food & clothing and lifestyle laws are being followed. In our society it sets Jews apart from anyone else, and in the ancient world it set them apart even more. 


So, part of Daniel’s rejection of the some of the foods that were being offered was that they were not or could not be confirmed to be the kosher foods – the foods acceptable to the food-laws of the Jewish/Israelite people.


A Jewish friend told me that sometimes the best and easiest thing to do – to really try and stay true to the food-laws was to become a vegetarian. And that is exactly what Daniel does.


Daniel is surrounded by unlimited opportunities. He and the three others with him are being offered things and advantages that no one else in his culture or in his family are being offered. Given the great opportunity, even though it comes from the grace of the king who has just vanquished his people in battle, destroyed towns and cities, even the temple of God has been flattened by Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel and the others accept the opportunity to learn and be an influence on this king and his rule over their people and over all people. 


And in the face of that Daniel sets some limits of his enjoyment of all these opportunities. He tells the king’s eunuch – that is the king’s personal and devoted servant - that he and the others will not east the meat or the wine that come from the king’s table [which more-or-less means the king’s kitchens].


The eunuch is concerned about this because he has been given the job of keeping these young men healthy. He will be held responsible if these youth are showing up to class bedraggled and pale. 


But the youths insist. They will follow their food laws, and if that means they will not eat meat or drink wine. And before this becomes a debate about God prohibiting the consumption of alcohol, there are many rules governing the making of wine in the biblical food laws that are much the same as the rules governing the type of meats and how they are prepared. There are markings on wine today that tell whether the wine is kosher or not. Muslims are the prohibitionists.


The struggle of the book of Daniel, and why it is a book we come back to again and again, and why it is so good to read to our children as well as ourselves, if that it is the ongoing story of trying to remain true to God, because sometimes food is the only symbol of faith we have that the world can understand. It might not mean that we become vegetarians, though I have lived as a vegetarian for several months and it is not a bad way to live. The example that Daniel is setting here is that we set up boundaries, some barriers against a world that is telling us every day that we can do whatever we want, whenever we want, without consequences. And that is a lie . . . there are consequences to our actions. 

If we are greedy someone loses so we can have more than we need. 

If we are ignorant we may breed the ignorance that forgets us.

If we build our faith on our wealth, when we become poor our faith will stand on nothing.


So Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego allset limits for themselves. They were not on a hunger strike protesting the treatment of their people. They probably had the best roast vegetable and hummas the kingdom could provide. They likely ate what would be a very good diet of mixed vegetables, fruit and lentils; a diet that would be used today to purify the body and level uric acid and protein counts in a person’s blood stream. 


The laws of God, the teachings of Christ, the guidance of the Holy Spirit is not barring the faithful from having fun or enjoying good food, but calling on us to focus on something more important that what our belly’s desire, and our flesh craves.


Just because we have the opportunity to enjoy the unlimited materials of our world, does not means we should. We are called by God to make our storehouses the house of heaven, we are called to fill ourselves with unlimited love and joy. 


Enjoy the fruits of your faith, just as you enjoy the grace in God’s provision for you. There is a greater bounty that awaits us than all the buffets. We in Christ are offered the bounty of limitless love, and the everlasting life in which we can enjoy it.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Hymn Sing - Tonight!!– April 14th at St. Paul’s in Brown’s Yard 7pm
Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25 . Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event.

Breakfast and Bake Sale - Saturday, April 20th @ Adamsville Community Centre; 8 to 11 $6 adults $3 12 and under.
Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. These experiences are available to all youth of the church.

Bengals Night Out – BLMS - The night will showcase a variety of musical talent on various instruments; featuring the “Bengal Beats” Dates are April 24th, 25th and 26th at 7:00pm.  $8.00 for adults/$5.00 12 and under; Tickets Megan Woodburn @ 523-6334 or megan.woodburn@nbed.nb.ca or the school 523-7160.

Fire Department Dinner – Annual Roast Beef Dinner, Saturday April 27th 4pm-6pm, tickets $12 adults, $6 for children 12 & under, available through department members. If you can bake for this event speak to Rev .Sutherland.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond Fahey, Savannah Arsenault-Symes, Percy Little, Olivia Reidpath, Helen Jones, Brent Young, Grace, Orga, Scottie, Bill, 
 God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   NBoP 350 To God be the glory
                
   BoP 73

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  2 Alleluia, Alleluia {vs. 4&5}
We face a world of temptation, a world of trouble surrounds the faithful of God. But we live in the care and compassion of God’s hand and in His promises fulfilled in us, we are upheld on angel’s wings, lest we even dash our feet upon the stones in our path. We pray you will join with us upon this journey, or even if you walk with us in faith and fellowship today, that you may know the reality of God’s love living in and among us. God Bless you.
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

[image: image1.jpg]



Mission Moment HIV and AIDS education in Kenya - Imagine living in a country where every university is required to teach a course on HIV.  In Kenya, HIV is such a major health and socio-economic problem that it is a mandatory subject for students. “That’s my job”, says Dr Rick Allen, a community health physician serving the Presbyterian Church of East Africa. “The course I teach at the Presbyterian University of East Africa covers the many aspects of the HIV and AIDS issue, with a special emphasis on human rights. About 120 students take the course each trimester”. Rick is also helping with the Church’s ongoing HIV and AIDS training courses. In 2012, over 350 pastors took a one-week course to learn skills needed when dealing with HIV in their parishes.  Your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are helping Rick Allen to carry out God’s work in Kenya. 

PAGE  
10

