A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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Hey, look at me.. I'm
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Joyce and Ralph enjoyed feading the
scriptures together, but Joyce sense
of humor was not always appreciated.
Mt, 10:30
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ORDER OF SERVICE

2nd Sunday of Easter

April 15 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements: 

Bible Study: Each Tuesday morning at the church manse in Beersville

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Baptism – We are pleased today to welcome Colton Moore to our Christian Family. Colton is the Son of Sandra and Richard Moore, the grandson of Leslie and Linda Cail. Blessings Colton!!
Condolences – One behalf of all the congregations in pastoral Charge we wish to express our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Georgena Morton. She has been a dear friend to us, a sister in Christ, and joy to our community. 

Gospel Hymn Sing – Tonight we gather at Brown’s Yard (7pm)

Special Church Service – A celebration of God’s inspiration of the Volunteer Spirit will be hosted by St. Paul’s Anglican in Brown’s Yard on April 29th at 2pm. Rev. Sutherland will be leading in the service with Rev Cathy Laskey.
Church Growth Workshop –We will use the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations as a guide for this workshop. Starting April 20th .

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated with service notes & bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
Call to Worship NBoP 252; overhead  He is Lord 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 225 A new commandment  

overhead
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 33 [selection; BoP 630] 

1    Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright.
2    Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings.
3    Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.
4    For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth.
5    He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.
6    By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.
7    He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses.
8    Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.
9    For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.
10    The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of none effect.
11    The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations.
12    Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.
KJV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 635 Brother, Sister let me serve you

     overhead 

Alt.

            NBoP 570 I have decided to follow Jesus

(WB; Zion) The Sacrament of Baptism – Colton Richard Moore

The Sacrament of Baptism

Baptism is not of our doing or deserving. It is a sacred gift from God.  In the sacrament of Baptism the Church recognizes God's act of self-giving in Jesus Christ. We receive this gift with reverent joy, and respond in faith and obedience.
*Hear the words of the risen Christ:  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."   (Matthew 28:18-20).

 In the Gospel we read, "They brought children for him to touch.  The disciples rebuked them, but when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and said to them, 'Let the children come to me; do not try to stop them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I tell you: whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.'  And he put his arms around them, laid his hands on them, and blessed them." 

(Mark 10:13-16)
The Baptism of Colton Richard Moore
Who is it that comes to be baptized?

 The Elder says: On behalf of St. Andrew’s Session, I would like to present Richard and Sandra Moore, as they bring their son Colton Richard Winston Moore for Christian Baptism today.

Richard, Sandra, do you desire baptism for your child?

We do
Richard & Sandra, as parents, do you together affirm your faith in God, and rely on God’s love as your support for the living of your lives together and the raising of your child?

We do

Do you promise to raise your son in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ within the home, the love of this community and the spiritual fellowship of the church?  





We do

In presenting your child for baptism today, you are asking on his behalf; that he shall be recognized as a members of Christ’s Church, and of the household of faith in the whole of the world. 

And so with this fellowship of believers, you are invited to confess your faith, and affirm your call as loving parents, before God who is the most loving parent of us all.

I ask the congregation to stand, and turn to the back of your hymnbooks to number 539 and recite the Apostle’s Creed.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Creator of Heaven and Earth,

And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

Born of the Virgin Mary

Suffered under Pontius Pilot

Was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended into ‘the dead’. 

The third day He rose again;

He ascended into heaven, 

He is seated on the right hand of the Father, 

He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;

The Holy Catholic Church; 

The communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins; 

The resurrection of the body;

And the life everlasting. Amen
* To the family’s sponsors & those within their own kinship who wish to stand and share these vows:

 Do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid Sandra and Richard in the love they show this child, and to remind and encourage Colton through the promises made today, and in your own service to Christ, share with him the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

We do

To the Congregation: Do you, as members of Christ’s Church, promise to guide and nurture this child by word and deed, with love and in prayer, encouraging him to follow the way of Christ and to be a faithful member of his church?

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do.

Do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid Sandra and Richard in the love they show Colton, and to remind and encourage them through the promises made today, and  - in your service to Christ - share with Colton the love grace and knowledge you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do

To parents and the congregation: Today we have given promises, we are witnesses to each other, and so may God richly bless you all and give you grace to faithfully fulfil the promises you have made this day.
Let us pray . . .

Loving and eternal God, we give you thanks for All the gifts we share and celebrate when we are drawn together by your own Holy Spirit.

 We give you thanks this day for the gift of water and witness we share of your Spirit moving through this water as you bless this moment and sacrament; transforming what is shared here into an experience of lifelong grace for Colton and all his family. Bless his parents with all the joy that family brings and strength for all the trials that await them and that they will share with him. 

  Extend your blessing up us as your Church in our promise to support Colton and teach and discipline him in faith, and as we support and uplift Sandra Richard and Colton as a family, and as we celebrate in our shared love, as your children.  


Help us to grow, and deepen our understanding of what you are doing in this sacrament Lord. 


As we are told by the witness of the bible, your Word, we know that in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters, and you gave order and life to your creation.  

In the time of Moses, you led your people out of slavery through the waters of the sea, making covenant with them in a new land.  

In the fullness of time and the fulfillment of that covenant; you sent Jesus Christ, who was formed in the water of a woman's womb.  

In the waters of Jordan, Jesus was baptized and anointed by your Holy Spirit.  

In his ministry to the world, Jesus offered living water to the woman of Samaria, washed the feet of his disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all nations by water and the Spirit.  

And now, with your people of all times and places, we wait with eager longing as we look for the coming of your kingdom, from which will flow the river of life for the healing of the nations.  

Gracious God, by the gift of water and your Holy Spirit you sustain all life.  

Thanks be to you, O God.  Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit you claim us and call us each by name. 

By the sign of this water, (the Minister may touch the water in the font) may all who receive this sacrament be cleansed from sin through the death of Jesus Christ; be raised to new life through his resurrection; and be grafted into his body, the church.   

Pour out your Spirit upon Colton that he may be joined together with all your people, being joined to a royal priesthood with Christ in his ministry to the world, in order that he may live in newness of life, sustained by your Word, and renewed at your Table. And may he continue forever joined with all servants of Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, offer all honour and glory, now and forever, in Christ Jesus name we pray; AMEN.

To Parents 

[Richard & Sandra]

By what name have you named this child?

The parents reply:



Colton Richard Winston

 The Minister, using water from the font, baptizes the child, saying, 

Colton Richard Winston, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you, and dwell in your heart forever.   

Child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church.  Remember your baptism, and give thanks.  Be one with us in the church.

Blessing 

The Minister says, 

This new member is received by us as a charge from our Lord.  Let us bless Colton in Christ's name:  

(Numbers 6:24-26; The Aaronic Blessing)
 24The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 

25The LORD make his face shine upon thee, 

and be gracious unto thee: 

26The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, 

and give thee peace.
The Minister returns the child to the parents. 

Rejoice and be glad, 

For the Lord has worked to grow this family.

Scripture Readings:


            NT – Acts 4:32-35

32And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 33And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. 34Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 35And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. KJV

P___________

32All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. NIV
Epistle – 1 John 1:1-2:2

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 2(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.
5This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
2:1My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. KJV

P__________

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to make our joy complete.
5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.
2:1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 324 Great is Thy Faithfulness
    
BoP 85

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 20:19-31

19Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

20And when he had so said, he showed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 21Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

24But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
26And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. KJV
P_____

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may£ believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
NIV

Sermon: A flickering flame of forgiveness

One of the oldest symbols of spirituality in the world is not a dove, but a flame. When ancient artists depicted events and people in the bible they spoke of the great biblical figure, like Moses and Noah, and David and Solomon as have a spiritual flame about them, and picture them with tongues of flame, or horns of flame, or flaming or beaming halos or beams of bright light bursting from their heads, or even their whole bodies. 


When we hear about people being excited about their faith, they say they are on fire for Christ; and that does not mean that their polyester suit got too close to the candles; it means they are fit-to-burst energized by God’s work and God’s will. We imagine them as those active missionaries always looking for the next adventure. Right now, for example, Bev and Don Dunn’s son Alan is preparing for his second African mission trip this year. Now he either is on fire for Christ, or has a deep desire to spend more time digging Land Rovers out of jungle mud holes. 


But not everyone is so extraverted in their faith; not everyone is SO outgoing that they will jump at the chance to engage in service and mission in that way. And not everyone is gifted in that same way. 

Remember the apostle Paul speaks about those spiritual gifts {Gal. 5:22}:” fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control”; not all these gifts are the outgoing signs of God’s Holy Spirit. Peace, Patience, gentleness, self control – these are quietly active principles of Christian faith, showing the world that our love for Christ is not simply a bursting flame but it rises from a deep core of deeply internal burning passion.

In reading through the book of James, as we did over these past six weeks, it seems very clear we are meant to have an active faith, and apparent faith. If your faith cannot be seen, or experienced, or felt by the people around you it might be time to ask yourself just how real your faith truly is. If faith is simply something you can statistically attach yourself to when the census comes around, but otherwise has no real meaning you should probably question whether you have faith.

But the appearance of faith in our lives is not altogether the same, the activity is not the same for all of us except a very singular and substantial way. It is the way that we as faithful Christian embody Christ, and is our shared purpose in the Holy Spirit. 

In our reading today from the gospel of John, Jesus comes and stands among his disciples after his resurrection. Today’s reading is part of the witness accounts of Jesus presence with his disciples after his crucifixion. It is a part of the body of evidence offered by all the gospels that Jesus is the Christ, and that he not only died to save us from our sins, but rose so that that last enemy, ‘death’ might be defeated through him. 

And when Jesus comes to his disciples he says to them ‘peace be with you.’ 

Now, besides being a wonderful greeting, a common greeting and an expression that Jesus sometimes used in greeting his disciples “Shalom Shavarim”, it is also one of the fruits of the spirit that the Apostle Paul mentions. Jesus comes to his disciples, just as he promised, and brings this Holy Spirit directly upon those who he called and guided to fulfill God’s purpose. They were given through Christ to the incredible fruit of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

But still, when John continues this testimony, he says: “And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

And the Holy Spirit was not known by tongues of flame in this giving, nor by the touch of Jesus breath, but Jesus says how the Holy Spirit’s presence can be known, felt and celebrated. Jesus said: “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” The Holy Spirit can be known and seen by the fruits of the Sprit, and that first fruit is peace and it comes through forgiveness, and living in forgiveness; both accepting the grace we are given and freely passing it on. 
This has long been a misunderstanding and mis-action in the theology and practice of the church; that we are meant as believers to be some kind of gatekeepers of the flood of forgiveness that God lavishes upon the world, and that only through the offices of church doctrine and order can this forgiveness be administered. It has taken a long time for ministers of the church to realize, and some still struggle with this reality,  that we do not stem the flow of grace, but work to make sure that the  people of the church know, recognize and feel the flood of forgiveness washing down over us all. 

Try to stem that flow, or hold back the flood of God’s grace would be like me trying to hold the water of baptism in my hand. But by raising my hands while the flood pours down you can see how it is that the grace of God’s love covers us all.

Because the sign of the Holy Spirit that Christ Jesus gives the church, a sign that all the world can see and experience, that can be shown and shared even by the most shy of believers is forgiveness. 

If you want to look and see where Christ is present in your life and where faith in him is most devoutly present, look at where forgiveness abounds in your life. Look to the times and the places when you have needed the most forgiveness and you will see the power of the Holy Spirit moving to bless and uplift your life. Look at your life and observe the times when you have worked to offer others forgiveness, and to give them a sense of God’s grace, and you will see and know that Holy Spirit has come upon you, to dwell in you.

This forgiveness leaves nothing hidden in our lives, and the more and more we are exposed to this grace the more and more forgiveness we realize we need; the more and more the light of God shows us about ourselves and our sinfulness.

Because when we say there is no sin in us, and that we are good and righteous, and what we think is right, and what we know is right, and what we believe is absolutely and completely true, without question and reexamination, well then we shield ourselves from that light that shows us truth, and that gives us our answers in the grace of a quiet voice calling out to our lives, or a flood which throughout all our days continues to trickle its cleansing wash down over us, as God washes away our sin.

Rejoice and do not deny the living breath of Christ as he whispers forgiveness, to give us the strength to forgive, and in the peace that comes from Christ may we go out into the world like a flowing river with that peace, and grace, that flows down as a cleansing flood sent down from heaven; not to destroy the world, but that world might be saved through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 350 All glory, laud, and honour




BoP 73
Benediction 

Dismissal: Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia; 

Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, 

give praise to His name

Spread the good news o'er all the earth
Jesus has died and has risen

Alleluia, Alleluia; 

Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, 

Give praise to His name
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Next Week’s Services: These services will include the celebration of the Lord’s Supper

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
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Mission Moments 

KENYA: Helping to combat HIV&AIDS Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help Dr. Rick Allen, a community health physician, and the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA) address the health and socio-economic problems of HIV&AIDS. Rick is also teaching classes on community health, HIV&AIDS, sexually transmitted infections, and human sexuality at the Presbyterian University of East Africa. All university students in Kenya are required to take a course in HIV&AIDS, which reflects just how important the whole issue is for the nation.  Let us pray for Rick as he continues to carry out God’s work in Kenya. 

April 15: Caring for Vulnerable Orphans Wongani is one of over 500,000 orphans living in Malawi. He has faced many obstacles in his short life, including the loss of his parents when he was just nine months old and severe malnutrition by age one. Despite these early challenges, he has a bright future ahead of him thanks to a PWS&D care program. Now 11 years old, he is at a healthy weight and height and is excelling in his studies at the Apasta Primary School. PWS&D is helping build brighter futures for orphans like Wongani. PWS&D is providing 75 orphans attending the Apasta School with tuition, warm lunches, medical, school uniforms, stationary, bags and shoes.
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