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April 16th 2017 – Easter

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

New Members Today we welcome in membership Tanner Agnew and in renewal of membership Connie Agnew. May their fellowship in St. Andrews and with the Pastoral Charge be blessed and enriched as their gifts join to strengthen the church.
Maundy Thursday – This year’s liturgical meal was a wonderful success and a strong gather of area Christian in celebration. Thanks to all those who worked hard preparing dishes to make this year’s celebration possible. 

Good Friday – Thanks to everyone sharing in the leadership of this service.

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as part of the regular worship services on Palm Sunday (April 9th) and Easter Sunday (April 16th)

Bible Study on the letters of John Monday afternoons (2pm) starting April 24th at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome. 
Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter (April 19th). Remembering the fellowship of the past, all are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Condolences – Our prayers are with the family & Friends of Charlie Morton, who passed away last Sunday. His services was held yesterday at Zion, West Branch.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

VBS – There will be a first planning meeting for this summer’s VBS on April 23rd at 2pm at the Manse in Beersville.

BLMS – Breakfast & Yard Sale & Bengals night out– Would like to thank everyone for their support of the events held over the last two weeks 

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 9 He is Lord
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 307 The church’s one foundation
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 98 [Pew Bible] 


1    Sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things;
    his right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2    The LORD has made his salvation known
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3    He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
    all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
4    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
    burst into jubilant song with music;
5    make music to the LORD with the harp,
    with the harp and the sound of singing,
6    with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it.
8    Let the rivers clap their hands,
    let the mountains sing together for joy;
9    let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 190 Jesus Christ is risen today
Scripture Readings:     OT – Zephaniah 3:14-20

14    Sing, O Daughter of Zion;
    shout aloud, O Israel!
    Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
    O Daughter of Jerusalem!
15    The LORD has taken away your punishment,
    he has turned back your enemy.
    The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you;
    never again will you fear any harm.
16    On that day they will say to Jerusalem,
    “Do not fear, O Zion;
    do not let your hands hang limp.
17    The LORD your God is with you,
    he is mighty to save.
    He will take great delight in you,
    he will quiet you with his love,
    he will rejoice over you with singing.”
18    “The sorrows for the appointed feasts
    I will remove from you;
    they are a burden and a reproach to you.£
19    At that time I will deal
    with all who oppressed you;
    I will rescue the lame
    and gather those who have been scattered.
    I will give them praise and honor
    in every land where they were put to shame.
20    At that time I will gather you;
    at that time I will bring you home.
    I will give you honor and praise
    among all the peoples of the earth
    when I restore your fortunes£
    before your very eyes,”
    says the LORD.

                              Epistle – Romans 6:3-11

 3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with,£ that we should no longer be slaves to sin—7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
    Gospel – Matthew 28:1-10

1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.
5The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”
8So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 342 Here, O my Lord I see Thee face to face
New Member – Tanner Agnew

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Sermon: Death’s End
In the perspective of the risen Christ . . .

As Christians it is not enough to teach Christ’s teachings and consider his argument for a certain approach to the Laws of God, or as a way of living. It is not enough to wonder at the miracles of healings and feeding vast crowds and transforming water to wine. 


To be God’s own people in Jesus Christ requires that we not just follow, but promise and dedicate our selves, to follow Jesus instructions.


Sacramental theologians explain that the reason we have two sacraments – two central sacraments in those denominations that have more than two sacraments (these are still deemed most sacred) – is because Jesus specifically told the church to ‘Do this in remembrance of me’ (The Lord’s Supper) and ‘Go there fore and baptize’ (Christian Baptism). 


But Christ gave us more than just these sacraments to do. If being Christ’s church meant to keep doing a couple of ceremonies than my purpose as minister of word and sacrament would be to do everything that it means to be the church. I would have the responsibility of performing your faith. 


But we are called, as Christians, to far more than just this table or this fount. 


Jesus meets us in our journey in his resurrection, he meets us as he met the women in the garden, Jesus meets us in the midst of our fears, and our doubts, and our sorrow, and our sin, and that is where we will first encounter the risen Christ. 

Oh, we may hear the message told by angels in bright raignment, but we meet Christ in this beautiful world in the midst of our inability to rejoice and our struggle to celebrate. 

This story has been around for more than a few Easter Sunday sermons: A Sunday School teacher was attempting to teach her young students the true meaning of Easter. "Why do we celebrate Easter?" she asked.  When the children replied 'because of the Easter bunny,' Easter eggs, candy, spring, etc., she said, "No, those are Easter traditions and symbols, but what is the REASON why we celebrate Easter?    What happened at the very first Easter?"  A little girl raised her hand and said, "Easter celebrates Jesus coming out of the tomb."    "Yes!" said the teacher, excited and relieved that finally the correct answer had surfaced.  Encouraged, she prompted, "Jesus arose from the tomb, and what does He do for us?"  The youngster replied, "He looks to see if he can see his shadow, and if He can, he goes back in for another six weeks."

We can have a laugh at that, but the reality is today that most children, even in our own families, mistake and misunderstand the message about Easter is. 


Easter as a name for today does not help. Easter is a word that the church has taken from other traditions, as we celebrate the risen Christ in the season of Easter. Some of the oldest explanations is that the term means the ‘celebration of the dawn’ (from the Germanic Eostra Estre, Estara, Eastre, Ostara we was a sun goddess, fertility goddess) recognized in the spring. It is also the root for our English word for ‘star’ meaning ‘light in the sky’. It is the festival of new light in the sky. You can perhaps guess why it was natural, since this often coincides with the celebration of the Jewish Passover – when Jesus was crucified and when he rose from the dead. 


What we need to take from this is that at Easter, we no longer celebrate Easter, we celebrate that we no longer have to celebrate Easter. We celebrate the risen Christ. We celebrate and we tell that Christ arose. 


Jesus told the first witnesses of the resurrection that their first duty on that day was to go to others; Jesus says, “Go to my brothers . . . ” 


He does not say go to the disciples, or go to the Christians, but go to my brothers, and we know Jesus had already made the distinction that he no longer calls us servants or followers or simply disciples or apostles, but we are brothers. Philosophy and teaching makes us disciples and apostles and servants and students, but love makes us brothers and sisters in Christ.


Jesus
tells us to, commands us, to tell our brothers and our sisters about His resurrection. He commands us to love one another as he loved us, he commands us to go and tell and share the good news that we celebrate together with all the world. 


Good news, that Christ is risen and death has met its end.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 201 Thine be the glory
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Robbie, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Pamela, Paul, Vincent, Juanita, Clyde & the Wry family, Peter & his family, upcoming Alpha program, the family of Charlie Morton, Phil’s family

Announcements:  
  Mission Moments:  Earth Day (April 22) Elias had been a farmer for most of his life. For years, he harvested enough food on his farm in Malawi to provide for his family. But rain, vital for cultivating life, had been minimal since last season. Elias worried that this was the year his family would go hungry. Fortunately, he was able to learn a revolutionary method of farming called conservation agriculture through a Presbyterian World Service & Development project, supported by Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Conservation agriculture taught him about the importance of intercropping and helped him to care for creation by recycling plant materials, reducing soil erosion and protecting water resources—while also increasing his yields. This method of farming is helping Elias improve his family’s life and overcome hunger for the long-term.
6
6

