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April 17th 2016 – Easter III

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 18 Refiner’s Fire

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 307 The church’s one foundation

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 23 [Pew Bible] 

1    The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.
2    He makes me lie down in green pastures,

    he leads me beside quiet waters,

3    he restores my soul.

    He guides me in paths of righteousness

    for his name’s sake.

4    Even though I walk

    through the valley of the shadow of death,

    I will fear no evil,

    for you are with me;

    your rod and your staff,

    they comfort me.

5    You prepare a table before me

    in the presence of my enemies.

    You anoint my head with oil;

    my cup overflows.

6    Surely goodness and love will follow me

    all the days of my life,

    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD

    forever.

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me, this I know
Scripture Readings: NT – Acts 9:36-43

36In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas£), who was always doing good and helping the poor. 37About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
39Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.

40Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and presented her to them alive. 42This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 43Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.


                              Epistle – Revelation 17:3-14

3Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5This title was written on her forehead:

MYSTERY
BABYLON THE GREAT
THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

6I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus.

When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7Then the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns. 8The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come.

9“This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. 10They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for a little while. 11The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction.

12“The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. 13They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. 14They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.”

Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 221 Rejoice and be glad      
Scripture Readings: Gospel – John 10:22-30

22Then came the Feast of Dedication£ at Jerusalem. 

It was winter, 23and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 

24The Jews gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ,£ tell us plainly.”
25Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me, 26but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.” 

“27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.” 

“29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all£; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.” 

“30I and the Father are one.”
Sermon: No evil will I fear

Who are you following in all of this? Do you know the voice that leads you? What is it that calls your name? 


Through Lent and now Easter we have been reflecting on the book of Revelation, and though we’ve examined our other readings from scripture today we do so to see the juxtaposition between them and the scene from Revelation we have shared today.  

Our readings today all show the power of names. We shared in the psalm that we are blessed with God’s loving care not for our own sake, but for God’s own name’s sake; that means our well-being is a matter of personal pride and honour to God. God made his reputation dependant on how well we are looked after as his faithful children.

 
In the passage from Acts, the Apostle Peter calls out the name of Tabitha to a lifeless corpse, and Tabitha is recalled to her life ‘doing good and helping the poor’. We also discover that she has a nickname, not unlike Peter, which is often used called Dorcas which means leaping deer or antelope; a term of endearment. We don’t commonly use those terms of endearment so much anymore. Perhaps the fashion of assigning special names to special people, or having these sorts of special names is no longer in fashion, but perhaps too we are in a different age of names and naming.


There was a trend about ten years ago where parents, perhaps sick of the names in the baby books, began coming up with all sorts of names of their own. Now there are a lot of confused and frustrated teachers trying to pronounce unrecognizable names, and children who will never find their name on key chains and coffee mugs at gas stations and tourist-trap souvenir shops. And yet the world will come to know their name, and perhaps a whole lot more than we imagine now today.

Today we are confronted by a world that knows our name and seemingly everything about us, names, nicknames and all. This is a far cry from not being able to unlist ourselves from phone listings without a court order. Telemarketers already have screens of data and purchasing statistics when they call us at dinner or supper time, whenever it seems we answer the phone more. Even the machines themselves are gaining intimate knowledge about us, as apps and other bots relay biometric and personal data through to unknown programs and diagnostic tools. These tools, once meant to save us and help us, to save us at the very least, now the play with our weaknesses in order to glean another sale to some unseen merchant. 


Who knows your name? Do they know what is behind the name?

Applying for a job is not much of a face-to-face thing anymore. It is all resumes and online profiles. A lot won’t accept a picture until the person gets the job and then they will want a photo for an HR file. Here is an interesting story about how names sometimes don’t mean as much as the works behind them: “Charles Harvey, Good Samaritan of Grand Prairie, Texas, felt a bit nervous as he was driving to an important job interview. He was fifteen minutes late and in a hurry when he passed a middle aged woman stranded with a flat tire. “My conscience made me stop,” he said. “I changed her tire and headed to the interview, thinking I could just forget about getting the job now.”
But he filled out the job application anyway, and went to the Personnel Director’s office. Did he get the job? He sure did. The Personnel Director hired him on the spot. She was the woman whose tire he had just changed.”


Many today do not appreciate the lasting reputation that comes with a name; that building a ‘good name’ for ones-self takes hard work and effort, and the trust of others. The generation that is growing up even now is said to have no deep sense of privacy, nor much desire to secure personal information. They do not know the difference between privacy and secrecy, and are pressured to display their lives in status updates and post their routine, their purchases, their food likes and dislikes. 


It is pretty easy today to find out a person’s name in the networks of the internet. Who is it that will be calling out the name of the next generation and how will they be able to resist when the voice of technology will know them so well. Not that we should be afraid of this technology, but we should be more aware of it than we are, and teach an awareness of its potential use and misuse and even abuses that are possible.  


In our reading today from Revelation it is not our name, but the name of the enemy which concerns us. And the enemy is not named, though we may wish to think the enemy is named. One of the most distinguishing factor between goodness and evil is that God knows us by name and evil only knows itself and others by titles [which are not even what we do, but only what we seem to have done; less even than a nick-name].


While the woman on the scarlet beast is titled “Mystery; Babylon the Great, Mother of Prostitutes & of the abominations of the earth”, she is glimmer, a figment, an aspect, and embodiment of the evil that uses vanity and selfishness to tear away at the faith of the saints of God. 


We are given the image that the woman drinks the cup of abominations, but that she drinks of the blood of the saints until she is drunk, for the things she embodies all those things that tear away at our goodness and humanity. 


And we are shown a beast, one which she seem to ride, but more truly it drives and controls the actions of destruction far more than the woman does. This great beast of ten horns and seven heads is horrific in imagining- let lone appearance – but we know this monster, for it is the beast of our own unrighteous anger, selfishness, self-honouring pride, doubt and fear. It takes those powers within us that we re meant to conquer with faith and it controls and misdirects our lives towards destruction, that pain and human suffering may increase.


See before we go looking for specific people to fill these roles of evil in the book of Revelation we should be mindful of what they are doing. The woman and the beast, the kings and the hills, these are truly powers over the human spirit before they are specific people. We may discover people that embody such evil very well, but there can be any number of examples of evil in human lives, but the evils themselves these are seven and more kings, who were and who are  yet to come.


But the book of Revelation is not meant to make us fear this woman, or the beast, or the evil rulers who have been in the world and who will yet come to this world. We are to be aware of them so that we will not be caught up with them when they are at last defeated forever.  


And this defeat begins in what these power really are. This forces of deceit and selfishness, of mindless fear and anger and doubt, these ‘powers’ will on turn on each other; “16The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to give the beast their power to rule, until God’s words are fulfilled. ” 


Just as God has put it into you to be good and offer kindness and hope to those who are suffering and struggling in this world, so God has put ont ot he path of destruction those forces who oppose you and hold you back. They cannot win, they have already lost, so as the psalmist says, “No Evil will I fear”


The rod and staff of God are set against the enemy and there is no reason to fear, live you life in the joy of salvation, for the enemy’s defeat is certain, and in Christ it is already fulfilled. For God will take those forces that have harmed you and set them against themselves, and you will know the peace of God’s love. Now and always. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W. & Neil Ryan, Presbytery of New Brunswick
Announcements: 

Spring Fellowship Gathering – Yesterday we enjoyed a evening’s gathering. It would be nice to have other fellowship events within the Pastoral Charge. Please, if you have any thoughts please share them with an elder or Rev. Sutherland
Treasurer – Our new Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge was nearly in place, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Bible Study – Our Easter/Lent Bible study titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ meets Mondays at the home of Jessie Kelly 1982 Rte 495 East Branch, and Thursday afternoons at the manse [3279 Rte 465], both at 1pm. 
Our Tuesday Bible study meets at 7pm at the home of Jenn Beers {} in Emerson, Sheila Handrahan [Beckwith Rd] in Harcourt. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm (off for March Break). Call Tanya 785-6696
The Richibucto River Choir Spring concert on Saturday May 7th ,Saturday @7pm hosted by St. Charles Borromé Catholic Church in St. Charles. Tickets are limited and can be purchased $10 at the door or from a choir member before. 
Spring Gospel Gathering – This is in the planning stages
New Ministry – A new ministry to Seniors in Nursing and Care homes is being formed with its first meeting on May 1st at the Manse in Beersville 

Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session – Met this past week and is looking to set dates for the memorial services for the summer. Session may meet April 20th 2016 if there is business

Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 404 My hope is built on nothing less 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs.3)
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments:  April 22 is Earth Day On his farm in the western highlands of Guatemala, Juan Ramirez Cardon was very reliant on the use of chemicals and costly fertilizers to grow enough food to provide for his family. But the expense soon became more than he could bear. Juan worried about how he could continue feeding his family. All that has changed now because of a Presbyterian World Service & Development program helping farmers in the region increase their yields while preserving the soil. Juan learned about seed selection and diversifying crops—methods that are yielding significant results and diminishing the need for fertilizers. He is sharing his knowledge of soil-healthy farming so more people can grow a variety of food for their families for many years to come.   
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