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...wanna buy a
Spaghetti Supper ticket?
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Service of Worship

April 19th, 2015 – Easter III

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 9 He is Lord (NBoP 252)

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 197 Now let the vault of heaven resound
Responsive Reading: Psalm 41    Answer me when I call to you,
    O my righteous God.
    Give me relief from my distress;
    be merciful to me and hear my prayer.
2    How long, O men, will you turn my glory into shame?
    How long will you love delusions and seek false gods?
Selah
3    Know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself;
    the LORD will hear when I call to him.
4    In your anger do not sin;
    when you are on your beds,
    search your hearts and be silent.
Selah
5    Offer right sacrifices
    and trust in the LORD.
6    Many are asking, “Who can show us any good?”
    Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD.
7    You have filled my heart with greater joy
    than when their grain and new wine abound.
8    I will lie down and sleep in peace,
    for you alone, O LORD,
    make me dwell in safety.
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus
Scripture: OT – Isaiah 43:14-21

14    This is what the LORD says—
    your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
    “For your sake I will send to Babylon
    and bring down as fugitives all the Babylonians,£
    in the ships in which they took pride.
15    I am the LORD, your Holy One,
    Israel’s Creator, your King.”
16    This is what the LORD says—
    he who made a way through the sea,
    a path through the mighty waters,
17    who drew out the chariots and horses,
    the army and reinforcements together,
    and they lay there, never to rise again,
    extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
18    “Forget the former things;
    do not dwell on the past.
19    See, I am doing a new thing!
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
    I am making a way in the desert
    and streams in the wasteland.
20    The wild animals honor me,
    the jackals and the owls,
    because I provide water in the desert
    and streams in the wasteland,
    to give drink to my people, my chosen,
21    the people I formed for myself
    that they may proclaim my praise.

                NT – 1 John 3:1-7

1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.
4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.
7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Hymn:  BoP 216 Rejoice the Lord is King
Scripture: Gospel – Luke 24:36-48

36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
37They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence.
44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 
Sermon: Fulfillment

A big part of find, or gaining fulfillment in our lives is knowing what we want, and the second is that we have to want the right thing.

Here is a story that might help illustrate my point:

A couple in their nineties are both having some short term memory loss.
While in for a check-up, the physician says that physically they’re okay, but since they’re having trouble remembering things, they might want to start writing things down.
Later that evening they’re sitting and reading, when the husband gets up.
“Would you like anything from the kitchen?” he asks.
“Some vanilla ice cream,” his wife replies.
“Okay.”
“Shouldn’t you write it down so you don’t forget it?” she asks.
“Don’t worry, I won’t forget.”
“Well,” she says. “A few raspberries on top would be great. You want to write that down?”
“I’ve got it, honey. A bowl of vanilla ice cream with raspberries on top.”
“And chocolate sauce, too. Maybe you’ll forget that. Want me to write it down for you?”
A little miffed, he replies, “I’ve got it! Ice cream, raspberries and chocolate sauce. I don’t need it written down, for gosh sakes!”
He waddles out to the the kitchen. A half hour later, he comes back with a plate of ham and scrambled eggs, and gives it to his wife.
She stares at the plate a few seconds, then says, “You forgot my toast.””

A pure, honest, and stable spirit is not distracted by a lot of activity. He does everything to honor God and is at rest within himself. He seeks to be free from all selfishness. Thomas à Kempis [1380–1471]
It is only Psalm 23 that uses the depiction of an overflowing cup to describe being filled up to overflowing. And even though it becomes the promise to the people of God, especially in the face of disaster, and persecution. Though we might think about the blessings of God as coming from some ‘on high place’ the reality is that God uses very normal means to offer his blessings.


The flood gates of blessings that God offers us begins in the grace offered through faith, and faith to is a gift of God; we only need to accept it – to feel its necessity and accept the necessary grace. Fulfillment and forgiveness go hand-in-hand.

This has long been a misunderstanding and mis-action in the theology and practice of the church; that we are meant as believers to be some kind of gatekeepers of the flood of forgiveness that God lavishes upon the world, and that only through the offices of church doctrine and order can this forgiveness be administered. It has taken a long time for ministers of the church to realize, and some still struggle with this reality,  that we do not stem the flow of grace, but work to make sure that the  people of the church know, recognize and feel the flood of forgiveness washing down over us all. 

People can meet superficial needs. But only God can meet our deep needs.
Forrester Barrington
Try to stem that flow, or hold back the flood of God’s grace would be like me trying to hold the water of baptism in my hand. But by raising my hands while the flood pours down you can see how it is that the grace of God’s love covers us all.

Because the sign of the Holy Spirit that Christ Jesus gives the church, a sign that all the world can see and experience, that can be shown and shared even by the most shy of believers is forgiveness. 


A man buys a parrot and brings him home. But the parrot starts insulting him and gets really nasty, so the man picks up the parrot and tosses him into the freezer to teach him a lesson. He hears the bird squawking for a few moments, but all of a sudden the parrot is quiet. 

The man opens the freezer door, the parrot walks out, looks up at him and says, "I apologize for offending you, and I humbly ask your forgiveness."

The man says, "Well, thank you. I forgive you."

The parrot then says, "If you don't mind my asking, what did the chicken do?"
If you want to look and see where Christ is present in your life and where faith in him is most devoutly present, look at where forgiveness abounds in your life. Look to the times and the places when you have needed the most forgiveness and you will see the power of the Holy Spirit moving to bless and uplift your life. Look at your life and observe the times when you have worked to offer others forgiveness, and to give them a sense of God’s grace, and you will see and know that Holy Spirit has come upon you, to dwell in you.

This forgiveness leaves nothing hidden in our lives, and the more and more we are exposed to this grace the more and more forgiveness we realize we need; the more and more the light of God shows us about ourselves and our sinfulness.

Because when we say there is no sin in us, and that we are good and righteous, and what we think is right, and what we know is right, and what we believe is absolutely and completely true, without question and re-examination, well then we shield ourselves from that light that shows us truth, and that gives us our answers in the grace of a quiet voice calling out to our lives, or a flood which throughout all our days continues to trickle its cleansing wash down over us, as God washes away our sin.

I think this is why God puts us in relationship with each other. Through the fellowship of the church and even in our gatherings as family and friends God is at work to remind us of our need to be humble, to admit when we are at fault and to seek grace from each other as well as from God. We need to communicate in our relationships, and keep the way open for forgiveness and grace. Here is an example:

A man and woman had been married for more than 60 years. They had shared everything. They had talked about everything. They had kept no secrets from each other, except that the little old woman had a shoe box in the top of her closet that she had cautioned her husband never to open or ask her about.
For all of these years, he had never thought about the box, but one day, the little old woman got very sick and the doctor said she would not recover.
In trying to sort out their affairs, the little old man took down the shoe box and took it to his wife's bedside.
She agreed that it was time that he should know what was in the box. When he opened it, he found two crocheted dolls and a stack of money totaling $95,000.
He asked her about the contents. "When we were to be married," she said, "my grandmother told me the secret of a happy marriage was to never argue. She told me that if I ever got angry with you, I should just keep quiet and crochet a doll."
The little old man was so moved; he had to fight back tears. Only two precious dolls were in the box. She had only been angry with him two times in all those years of living and loving. He almost burst with happiness.
"Honey," he said, "that explains the dolls, but what about all of this money? Where did it come from?"
"Oh," she said. "That's the money I made from selling the dolls."
One Milo Chapman said “The strangest truth of the gospel is that redemption comes through suffering.” And to this I might add that great redemption, come through great suffering.

But God’s fulfillment is not just about being emptied out from sin, but filled up with something else to. Grace in forgiveness takes the sins away, but what flows in to take its place?

When John describes heaven to the church he mentions that when we at last see Christ ‘we shall we shall see him as he is, for we shall be like him.’ There is knowledge and understanding. God does not leave us in a state of ignorance, but gives us chances to learn. 


Our times of devotion about God’s word are not just about reading the bible to make ourselves feel better, but about filling up after we have been forgiven. Our time of worship is most importantly to give precious time to our Lord and our God; and yet in the midst of worship we sit hear with open hearts or with listen with open minds to hear the Holy Spirit’s call to come even closer to God through a better, deeper and fuller understanding. You have made us for yourself and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Saint Augustine of Hippo

So that is what I invite for you, in your search for fulfillment, while there may be great temptation and even excitement about the routes to enlightenment and fulfillment in the world, look first to the state of you own soul, in the wake of the washing flood of God’s forgiveness are you prepared to receive also the knowledge and the wisdom act without sinning and to be an example of grace fulfilled as you become a living testimony of our loving God. To whose name be honour and praise. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Alf, and the family and friends of Kirk Campbell, the Presbytery Investigation Committee, Florence (Jessie’s sister), 
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of Investigation Committee (Doug Blaikie, Kent Burdett, Sylvia Harris, Dallas Davis) met with the members of the Pastoral Charge the week  of April the 15th at St James Beersville. 

Easter Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Continues, Tuesday, at 2pm at the Manse in Beersville. We look forward to seeing some new friends come out and join this week. Please call if you would like to host this fellowship

Gospel Fellowship – The basic plans for a gospel event are taking place and we need some interested volunteers. Come share God’s gift of music in all of us.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Yoga – Classes on hold in Harcourt, but are ongoing Mondays in Clairville

BLMS - 6th Annual BLMS Community Breakfast and Yard Sale Sat. April 25th at Bonar Law Memorial School 8-12pm Breakfast is a goodwill donation

Beersville Fire Department – 23rd Annual Roast Beef Dinner April 25th 4:30-6pm, $14 adults, $6 children. There will also be a Bake Table 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 190 Jesus Christ is risen today
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs. 4)

Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Acts 4:5-12, Psalm 23, 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Alf, and the family and friends of Kirk Campbell, the Presbytery Investigation Committee, Florence (Jessie’s sister), 
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Mission Moments Earth Day Maria de los Angeles used to depend on purchasing expensive produce at the market in order to feed her family. All that has changed now because of a Presbyterian World Service & Development program working to help farmers in her region end hunger by planting new types of fruits and vegetables and diversifying diets. The program is also ensuring that farmers know how to deal with Nicaragua’s often-dry climate. Maria has learned how to collect and recycle leaves to help trap moisture in the soil and make organic fertilizers. This resourcefulness is allowing Maria and other farmers like her to succeed. Maria is careful to give back what she takes, by helping to nurture her small piece of land by planting new trees and using environmentally sustainable farming techniques—and sharing this knowledge with her children and community to help ensure better futures for all.


Or Roast Beef Supper tickets!?!
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