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ORDER OF SERVICE

Easter

April 20th 2014

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Easter liturgy insert
Opening Praise: Hymn BoP 197 Now let the vault of heaven resound 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 118:1-17 [pew Bible] 

1    O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures for ever!
2    Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures for ever.”
3    Let the house of Aaron say, “His steadfast love endures for ever.”
4    Let those who fear the LORD say, “His steadfast love endures for ever.”
5    Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me free.
6    With the LORD on my side I do not fear. What can man do to me?
7    The LORD is on my side to help me; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.
8    It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to put confidence in man.
9    It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to put confidence in princes.
10    All nations surrounded me; in the name of the LORD I cut them off!
11    They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; in the name of the LORD I cut them off!
12    They surrounded me like bees, they blazed like a fire of thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them off!
13    I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the LORD helped me.
14    The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.
15    Hark, glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
    “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly,
16    the right hand of the LORD is exalted,
    the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!”
17    I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 31:1-6

1“At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people.”
2    Thus says the LORD:
    “The people who survived the sword
    found grace in the wilderness;
    when Israel sought for rest,
3    the LORD appeared to him from afar.
    I have loved you with an everlasting love;
    therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.
4    Again I will build you, and you shall be built,
    O virgin Israel!
    Again you shall adorn yourself with timbrels,
    and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.
5    Again you shall plant vineyards
    upon the mountains of Samaria;
    the planters shall plant,
    and shall enjoy the fruit.
6    For there shall be a day when watchmen will call
    in the hill country of Ephraim:
    ‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
    to the LORD our God.’”

       Epistle – Colossians 3:1-4

1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 216 Rejoice the Lord is King

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 28:1-10

1Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the sepulchre. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. Lo, I have told you.” 8So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Hail!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”
Sermon:  Where to look?

Year after year the tradition of the Easter Egg hunt has been growing in popularity. And we should be warned, that should we open our house to one of these hunts, we might still be finding eggs all throughout the rest of the year. Chocolate eggs, those plastic eggs you open and put stuff inside, or even real eggs coloured and decorated, whatever is used. 


And even though the treats and the candy and the toys and the presents and the new clothes and the feasts can all become a distraction, there is something about looking for something on Easter morning that makes sense, and maybe all we have to do for our children [young and older children, children are a lot older today than they used to be]. Somewhere in the midst of that hunt perhaps you can take the children back to the real story of the day after Passover, on the day we call Easter.


People were searching. This was more than a treasure hunt, they went to the tomb to grieve, The women who were close to Jesus, some of them disciples and some of them Jesus’ family, went to Jesus tomb to finish the burial care they had to leave off with the start of Passover the night after Jesus had died.


Just a quick side note concerning days, since this year I know that certain groups have made a big deal about there only being seemingly two days between Jesus dying and Jesus rising. Days are marked by the setting of the sun; that was the way the people of God had counted days since creation. Just like creation the next day begins in darkness, before God says let thee be light. Therefore, Jesus died on the Friday, was in the tomb the whole day of the Sabbath [the seventh day, and it was the Sabbath of Passover] and rose from the dead on the morning of the third day, which was the first day of the week. These are the three days. It is not how we measure time, but it is how people in the time of the crucifixion counted and measured timed. 


With that mystery solved we move onto another and far great wonder. For as the women came to the tomb it is said that the ground shook. This cause the women to move more quickly. Perhaps they feared the tomb had collapsed. Perhaps the quake brought back the memory of the quake that shook the place of Christ’s death, up to the alter of the temple, to the valley of tombs, and through the streets of God’s mighty city. But they did not find the tomb collapsed, but opened, the guards around the tomb stricken numb and dumb and open the stone door of a tomb sat and angel who shone with a new radiant brightness.


On that day after Passover, that which will always mark God’s people triumphant march in God’s victory into a new day of freedom, that day was marked with a new event; one that we recognize every week when we meet for worship. We do not meet for worship on the Sabbath, but after its day of rest and reflection we meet on the first day in a whole new life, the day of resurrection.

For the angel spoke to the women these words of wonder: ““Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.”
Where did you expect to find Jesus this morning? Where were you willing to find him? Was it in your morning devotions, or perhaps when you sat down to breakfast with your family? Was Jesus with you on the road here as he was with the disciples on the road to Emmaus? Where do you expect to feel Jesus presence in your life?

But He isn’t just there in that expected place, is He? Jesus wasn’t waiting inside the tomb to make a show of his resurrection, and he wasn’t standing by the door shouting, “Look, here I am!”

No, we should not be looking around the places where we’d expect him, but out among the living, because Jesus is ALIVE! Why do we seek him simply among the dead, static and still? Where do we see life?

Though today began for us with a frosting of snow, and we may have whispered in our minds a song like “It’s beginning to look a lot like Easter!” or something laced with similar satire. If you looked between the frost and snow the bright grass, the budding leaf, the daffodil, crocus and tulip are ready to burst open in the great show of life and resurrection.  Martin Luther, the reformer of the church, said: “ Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.” 


The gospels tell the story, but the world has been telling us the story of what will happen since the dawn of creation and the season were put into their cycle. God takes even death and transforms it to a new and greater life so that life before is but a pale comparison to the joy of living today and forever. For in Christ we are not simply to see a resurrection that last only for a day or a season but to be called through Christ’s resurrection away from death, sorrow, doubts, sadness and tears, onto the everlasting day. 


And so the band of women who had come to the tomb to mourn Christ Jesus are sent from the tomb proclaiming the risen Lord, the first ministers of the Gospel, ordained by Christ to bring the message of his resurrection to the disciples. And we like them, should not be silent. But go out to offer those who are looking for Christ in all the wrong places and in all the wrong ways, and share with them the salvation that we have been given. Christ is risen, and we are saved. Hallelujah!!

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 
Easter Celebrations – Thank you everyone who has shared in the Easter Celebrations this season. The hard work that was shared on Maundy Thursday, readers and musicians on Palm Sunday, and Good Friday and all that have come together to make this celebration of Christ’s resurrection a fellowship in worship.

Baptism – Next week we welcome Gage Fillmore, his parents Trevor and Barbara and their families as Gage comes into our family of faith and the Church through baptism at St. James’ Beersville. Communion will also be celebrated.
Pastoral Charge Fellowship & Meeting Reports from the meeting are available at the entrance of the church. We are looking to have a follow –up meeting to make some decisions regarding these issues.

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study Psalms Wednesdays. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm, Bring a friend.

Bible School – Weekly on Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank - There is a need for canned meat & milk, and diaper 

Hymn Sing – Next Sunday, April 27h at 7pm hosted at by ST George’s Anglican Church in Moncton. A time of fellowship will follow.

Beersville Fire Dept. Roast beef Dinner April 26th 4-6:30pm $12 Adults $6 Child

Musical Evening: Thursday, April 24th @ 7pm, St. Andrew’s Church.  Megan Thibeault, pianist, will perform a repertoire which she is preparing for the Canadian Music Competition in Halifax. Goodwill donations only.  All proceeds for the Restoration Fund.
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
[Luke 13:29]
Invitation to the Lord’s Table:

Jesus came into Jerusalem that he might celebrate the feast of God remembrance of his people, the Passover. But in God’s new covenant he did not pass over us to save us, but dwelt among us. 

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!
The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love, and be called away from death unto the everlasting life that is in Christ.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, it is spoken of through the gospels, and recorded for the church to not only read, but embody; for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith:
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that in Jesus we must recognize that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. O God, give us the grace to carry his words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him
Commissioning Hymn: BoP 190 Jesus Christ is Risen today
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Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia 
Next week’s Services

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Joel 2:28-32, Psalm 16, Acts 2:22-37-, John 20:19-31

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled due to weather. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Rowan, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Denis, John, Phyllis, Rose, John Allison 
Mission Moments Confident, Cheerful and Filled with Thanks At the age of five John Avoka suffered from meningitis and a stroke, which left him paralyzed from the waist down. Years later, dejected, helpless and hopeless, John finally received the care and support he needed to realize his full potential. Through the PWS&D-supported Garu Centre in Ghana, John received a tricycle so he could move independently. They also offered him agricultural training. Today, John is confident, cheerful and filled with thanks. He is a successful farmer and grows more than enough food to feed his wife and children. Recognizing his tremendous achievements, the Ministry of Food and Agriculture has earmarked him for their “best farmer” award.
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