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The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson
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Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Easter 3

April 22nd 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: This Tuesday, 10am at the Manse 3279 Rte 465. 

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

The Beersville Volunteer Fire Department will be holding their annual Roast Beef Dinner this coming Saturday

 - looking for bakers

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Church Growth Workshop – We will be looking to host one of five workshops this spring starting after Easter. We will use the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations as a guide for this workshop. The workshop information is posted today in the sanctuary.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Moncton will be having a special Opening Service on Wednesday April 25th at 7pm. 

BLMS- “Bengals night out” April 25 to 27 at 7:00pm. $7 adult/$5 for 12 & under; Megan Woodburn megan.woodburn@nbed.nb.ca 523-6334 or @ school 523-7160
Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Call to Worship [overhead] You are my all in all 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 197 Now let the vault of heaven resound

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 121 [BoP 660] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: overhead I danced in the morning/ Lord of the Dance
Scripture Readings: 


            NT – Acts 3:12-20

 12When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.
17“Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. 19Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 

       Epistle – 1 John 3:1-7

1How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.
4Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.
7Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 216 Rejoice the Lord is King
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 24:36-48

36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
37They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence.
44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
NIV

Sermon: Awaiting Resurrection

This was something new.


When Moses stood before Pharaoh, telling Pharaoh to ‘let my people go’, he led what may still be the largest slave revolt in history; but there had been slave revolts before.


When the Israelites came out of the wilderness, and conquered the walled cities of the Canaanites, Hittites, and the Jebusites in what they declared was their ‘promised land’, they fell in with the long line of conquesting nation that rose to greatness from relative obscurity.


When David rose to be king and set the dynasty for the kings to come through his conquests and his faith, and when Solomon took the greatness handed to him by his father and molded a new magnificence; they entered into the fellowship of great dynasties throughout the history of the world. 


When Samuel, Nathan, Elijah and the prophets of exile Isaiah & Jeremiah and all those coming before and after to lead God’s people in the wilderness of foreign lands and their own spirits; even they are like the real spiritual leaders of other nations, and philosophers who tried to learn and guide and wisdom. 


But Jesus was something very new, and never to be repeated.


When Jesus spoke he was like the prophets, explaining God’s word and God’s will so it made sense and gave people purpose and direction. And when he reached out with a healing hand, healing happened, healing beyond understanding. 


And when Jesus gave direction and offered discipline it was with the judgment of a king, like the kings of old, so that even as he road into the city of Jerusalem on the humble back of a donkey’s foal, he was celebrated as the one ‘of the house of David’, as one ‘coming in the name of the Lord’.


And he came to set the captives free, just as Moses, but not those who were simply captives to another’s will and influence, but those who were captive to their own worst tendencies, their own harmful abilities; Jesus came to free all people from the captivity of sin. 


Yes, like Moses he would stand before the captor of all people and the prince of deception and shout, “let my people go”.


And Jesus did all of this. This is the Christ, the son of the living God, and while we can attribute so many things to him; great leader, great teacher, great friend, these are titles he shares with no other.


Jesus is the best fulfillment prophet priest and king. The book of Hebrews was written mainly to explain that to the early church and to us. But with the whole of scripture accessible to us, we can see this is true for our very eyes, in our own hearts we can believe in Christ as he is revealed by old testament and new.


An important exercise, as you read your bible is to look to see the revelation of Christ as you go through. It is not enough to read God’s word, or try to encounter God in life with a sense of skepticism and doubt. Many try to read the bible and live their lives in this skepticism, and it is but the road to despair and depression. We are called to read God’s word and to live our lives in expectation. We need to expect to encounter Christ Jesus in and through the whole of scripture. We must expect to encounter the movement and power of God’s Holy Spirit throughout the whole of our lives in this same way. 


You and I have both watched people doubt their way to a shallow and seeming safe faith. When encountering good they call it luck. When in encountering bad they turn their back. Yet the person of faith does something more, for when they encounter God’s light shining down on a situation the brush aside all notions of luck and happen chance, and wonder at the working of God’s hands upon our lives. And yet, even still, when confronted by trouble, the faithful look more closely and seek out the opportunities to serve, and the wonders of good ness that happen even in the midst of horrendous evil; for God does not bring about evil, but even in the worst of evil that we manifest God turns it into good, and joy, and beauty, and all manner of happiness.


And when we see that, then we see Christ. 


That is what Easter is about, and that is why we are called to gather Sunday by Sunday to encounter this risen Christ. 


We can get so caught up in everything else that Christian faith seems to be about and we lose track that what is most significant is that we are, by Christ, made to be a people of resurrection.


The disciples struggled in their own way to come to terms with this. The reading today from the book of Acts shows Simon Peter confronting a crowd who were bewildered by the power of that resurrection as the Holy Spirit was shown in vision and action among the disciples. 


Like them, our immediate reaction to God’s work in us is disbelief. But we must courageous in our faith to ensure that our disbelief never transforms into unbelief. We need to feel that imperative of moving from wonder into praise, than bewilderment into doubt and fear.


That is a real challenge for our faith. When so much world around us points to so much else and says, “See this house, this land, these funds, this influence, this power, these are real; THESE can be relied upon.” 


And yet he testimony of our faith declares that all of those things are fleeting, and that our faith is built on the new reality, in Christ’s New Commandment, that we love one another. And in Christ’s blood we can love each other, and by Christ’s resurrection that love transforms us. 


Be transformed today, as we gather at table and rejoice together as family through Christ’s life, death and resurrection.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 201 Thine be the glory

Benediction 
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Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Alleluia, alleluia
We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: Shelter from the Cold After massive flooding destroyed homes and livelihoods, and inundated over a million acres of farmland, many people in Pakistan were left without homes or a source of income. Forced to live out in the open, without shelter from the elements or protection for their families, many feared for the approaching winter season. In response, PWS&D partners provided 776 flood-affected families with shelter kits, each containing a winterized tent, plastic sheet and blankets. “We are now saved from the harsh winter,” declared Dhany, a 68-year-old widow. With your support, PWS&D is continuing to assist those recovering from tremendous loss in Pakistan receive the assistance they need to rebuild and recover. 

CANADA: Justice for Refugees Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Action Réfugiés Montréal (ARM) as it seeks justice for refugees. Since it was founded in 1994, ARM has helped over 2000 refugees find safety and go on to contribute to Canadian society. The refugee experience is one of exile and loss. When people are forced to flee their country, they lose home, community and often family. ARM’s programs help refugees rebuild their lives in their new community. Let us pray for ARM and for refugees who are rebuilding their lives in Canada.
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