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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  

Presbytery Meeting this Wednesday in Saint Andrew’s NB, will include induction of Rev. Cheryl MacFadyen in the newly formed Charlotte Pastoral Charge. Clerks are asked to have their books to Rev. Sutherland prior to Tuesday evening.

VBS – There will be a first planning meeting for this summer’s VBS on April 23rd at 2pm at the Manse in Beersville.

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Bible Study on the letters of John Monday afternoons (2pm) starting April 24th at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome. 
Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – continuing an Alpha program 6pm for dinner. All are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Condolences – Our prayers are with the family, friends, students and coworkers of Penny Robichaud at her sudden passing this past week.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 22 You are my all in all

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 255 Now let the vault of heaven resound



BoP 197
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 16 [Pew Bible] 

1    Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.
2    O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;
3    But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.
4    Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips.
5    The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.
6    The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.
7    I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.
8    I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
9    Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.
10    For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
11    Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.
KJV 

1    Keep me safe, O God,
    for in you I take refuge.
2    I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
    apart from you I have no good thing.”
3    As for the saints who are in the land,
    they are the glorious ones in whom is all my delight.£
4    The sorrows of those will increase
    who run after other gods.
    I will not pour out their libations of blood
    or take up their names on my lips.
5    LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup;
    you have made my lot secure.
6    The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
    surely I have a delightful inheritance.
7    I will praise the LORD, who counsels me;
    even at night my heart instructs me.
8    I have set the LORD always before me.
    Because he is at my right hand,
    I will not be shaken.
9    Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will rest secure,
10    because you will not abandon me to the grave,£
    nor will you let your Holy One£ see decay.
11    You have made£ known to me the path of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence,
    with eternal pleasures at your right hand.
NIV

Children’s story – Faith & X-Ray Vision
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 248 At the dawning of salvation

  
    Insert
Scripture Readings:   NT – Acts 2:14a 22-32

14But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 22Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 23Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 24Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. 25For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 26Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 27Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 28Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. 29Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 31He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 32This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. KJV

14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 

“22“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men,£ put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25David said about him:
    “‘I saw the Lord always before me.
    Because he is at my right hand,
    I will not be shaken.
26    Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will live in hope,
27    because you will not abandon me to the grave,
    nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
28    You have made known to me the paths of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence.’£
29“Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ,£ that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 
”NIV
                             Epistle – 1 Peter 1:3-9

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
6Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 9Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.
KJV

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 267 Rejoice the Lord is King
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Scripture Readings:  Gospel – John 20:19-31

19Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20And when he had so said, he showed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 21Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 24But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
26And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.
KJV

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may£ believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
NIV
Sermon: The danger of seeing

 To be blind is bad, but worse is it to have eyes and not to see.
Helen Adams Keller (1880–1968)
The apostle Paul was writing to the Corinthian church explaining heaven and the transformation that goes on in Christian life, when he balanced his whole explanation of motivation and vision he gave a straight forward simple explanation: “We live by faith, not by sight.”(2 Cor 5:7)

Hope can become a frantic paranoid thing if it is not grounded, if at some point hope cannot rest it can reek of desperation. Our psalm today spoke of ‘resting’ our hope, as if laying a child down for a peaceful slumber; or, putting your feet up at the end of a hard day, letting that day’s work be the days work and not asking anything more of yourself or the hours. Hope and faith find their connection there.

I am sure that Thomas hoped as much as any of the other disciples, that Jesus was raised from the dead. Really, it has to be said, none of the disciples believe without seeing. John and Peter race to the tomb to see, the disciples other than Thomas all see Jesus, so lets not be too hard on poor Thomas. Even Paul has to have a vision of Jesus before he becomes a believer and an apostle to the church.   

This confrontation with Thomas would be very important to the church as it began to reach out into a broader world and to successive generations who would have no first-hand experience. The conviction of faith that Thomas is pressed to have

But the whole point of faith is that we don’t force our way of thinking on somebody else, and we don’t make them see things our way, but we show them that we believe and pray that they will come to believe in Christ with us. It is the difference between believing in Christ - who is risen and we cannot see – and believing in Church buildings and institutions which are more tangible, but not more real.

Some people think that it is the job of a congregation’s minister, or maybe the elders, to convince people that there is a god – let alone the God – and that the Bible is true, and that our way of thinking is the right way of thinking and that they should come to church. But it is up to everyone of us to be convicted and convincing in our faith to set the example that others will want to follow. People see the faith of the group, especially the faith of people they know and see all the time, above someone sequestered to facilitate and strengthen that faith.  I am not here to convince, I am here to support your faith and conviction of faith in Jesus Christ.
I can’t make a person believe, the Holy Spirit through the life, witness and work of the Church does that – I am here to help people hold onto that faith once first grasped, to foster its growth, and plant it deep in God’s Holy word.

One day, while waiting for a bus in a busy city a young man watched as a work crew cleaned up a green space filled with large trees. Being progressively minded his first thought was that the green-space should be bulldozed and a large building could be put up there to hold offices and with a large parking garage. It could be done in as little as five years. Yet while looking at the space he looked at the developed flowers and shrubs, it had taken more than five years to bring them around, and the trees had taken perhaps a hundred years or more. If started today he might never see a green space like this come to look as this one did, eve within his lifetime. So, the value of a great office building and the extra parking was not so great.

It would be a blessing if each human being were stricken blind and deaf for a few days at some time during his adult life. Darkness would make him more appreciative of sight; silence would teach him the joys of sound.
Helen Adams Keller (1880–1968)
Thomas

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 349 My hope is built on nothing less

               BoP 404
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks (vs.2)  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: The family & friends of Penny & Maureen, Everley, Joe, Robbie, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Pamela, Paul, Vincent, Clyde, Aaron, 
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..in the name oPm
Father, and the Son,and
+he Whole EXperience.

Amen.

ThSoh



Mission Moments World Malaria Day (April 25) Malaria is one of Africa’s most severe health challenges and one of its most prevalent childhood diseases. Presbyterian World Service & Development is working to reduce the incidence of malaria by teaching communities how to prevent the spread. Community leaders and volunteers run prevention campaigns and teach people how to eliminate mosquito breeding grounds and properly use and care for bed nets that provide protection while sleeping. When someone does contract malaria, volunteers now know how to respond quickly with medical care to ensure fewer people die as a result of the disease. With awareness, tools and training, communities are seeing fewer cases of the disease and embracing their futures with optimism and strong, healthy bodies. 
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