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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 11 I love you Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 255 Now let the vault of heaven resound

  BoP 197
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 148 [Pew Bible] 

1    Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the heights.
2    Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts.
3    Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.
4    Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.
5    Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.
6    He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.
7    Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps:
8    Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word:
9    Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars:
10    Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:
11    Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth:
12    Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children:
13    Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.
14    He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the LORD.
KJV

1    Praise the LORD. 

    Praise the LORD from the heavens, praise him in the heights above.
2    Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
3    Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars.
4    Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies.
5    Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created.
6    He set them in place for ever and ever; He gave a decree that will never pass away.
7    Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,
8    lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his bidding,
9    you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,
10    wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,
11    kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth,
12    young men and maidens, old men and children.
13    Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; His splendour is above the earth and the heavens.
14    He has raised up for his people a horn,£ the praise of all his saints, of Israel, the people close to his heart. Praise the LORD.  NIV
Children’s story – Thy will be done . . .

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 358 All things bright and beautiful
     BoP 105
Scripture Readings:


            NT – Acts 11:1-18 

1And the apostles and brethren that were in Judaea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. 

2And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision contended with him, 3Saying, “Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them.”

 4But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto them, saying, “5I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision,” 

“A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came even to me: 6Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I considered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.” 

“7And I heard a voice saying unto me, “Arise, Peter; slay and eat.”” 

8But I said, “Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath at any time entered into my mouth.”

 9But the voice answered me again from heaven, “What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.” 

10And this was done three times: and all were drawn up again into heaven. 11And, behold, immediately there were three men already come unto the house where I was, sent from Caesarea unto me. 

12And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the man’s house: 

13And he showed us how he had seen an angel in his house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; 14Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved. 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. 16Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, “John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.”

 17Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? 18When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.
KJV

1The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him 3and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”
4Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it had happened: 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’
8“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’
9“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ 10This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again.
11“Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’
15“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with£ water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?”
18When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life.”
NIV
      

Epistle – Revelation 21:1-6
1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

2And I, John, saw the holy city - New Jerusalem - coming down from God out of heaven; prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.”

 5And he that sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.”

 And he said unto me, “Write: for these words are true and faithful.”

 6And he said unto me, “It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.” KJV

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
5He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
6He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 267 Rejoice the Lord is King

BoP 216    

Gospel – John 13:31-35

31Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. 33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you. 34A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
KJV

31When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.
33“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
NIV

Sermon:  When it is done . . .

I am a home DIYer. Right now I am nearing the end of a couple of projects I started just after I first moved in. And then there is the yard. Those of us who garden share the excitement and anxiety that can come with this time of year: “What will I do?” “What will I move, fix, plant, prune, replace?” “What will I feel when I say, “it is done?’” “Will I ever be done?”


At least God knows the answer to the last question when he looks out His garden. And in that Spirit we find John witnessing in his vision, the Revelation, just what it means when God says, “It is done.”

How often has it really been put forward where God says, “It is done.”?


First let’s turn to creation, and there the bible tells us that when God had finished the work of creation by the seventh day, God rested. God finished the work of creation, but did God say he was done, that it was finished.


What we go on to discover through the history and the prophets that when God is looking at something done, something accomplished it is god celebrating something we have done, especially events like the dedication of the temple, or the people of God returning from exile. Thee are all tremendous events and they mark amazing happenings in the lives of God’s people.


But there are two more instances, two more events, where God looks into the whole of creation and really declares something that God has done is completed. The first is the cross, and it is Christ Jesus who says the words as he is taking his last breath, “It is finished! [John 19:30], and then again in our reading from Revelation “It is done . . . ”[Rev. 21:6], and both of these come from John, and in one sense that may be important to John, especially since Revelation itself is a book about how God will bring all things to completion. 


But what if these were not meant to be seen so separately, but even two events that were reflections of each other. I think what we are seeing, in the book of Revelation, is very much seeing the things more in the way God sees them, than how we see them. John is not just showing us how God sees things happening in the future, but in the same way that God is, what happens now is happening always. God is eternal.


It is the kind of idea that can give us a headache, but the truth of this interpretation is recognized right in the passage we read. As the figure that is Christ says, It is done” he goes on to say “I am the Alpha and the Omega. The Beginning and the End.” This passage does display the crucifixion of Christ, but it also reveals the resurrection and ascension of  Christ, not just to heaven, but even unto the very throne of heaven. 


The event of the Messiah is the means by which God not only reveals Himself to us, he makes his dwelling with humanity by being wholly human and also wholly divine. God’s draws near to us in order that when we at last seek to come close to God and away from our sin, we might truly know God is near. This is the opposite of what happens in the Garden. It is the opposite because what we drew away from God draws us back towards.


When all is said and done, God will say ‘It is accomplished, it is finished, it is done.’ 
That has been known since the very beginning, but we are only just beginning to see this come true through the salvation we know in Christ.


Let us then approach the throne of God with Joy for it is done, and God is the God of always and forever, our Lord our Saviour, our Redeemer. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Treasurer – Our new Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge was nearly in place, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Presbytery – Regular meeting scheduled for April 27th in Chatham NB, 10am

Bible Study – Our Easter/Lent Bible study titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ meets Mondays at the home of Jessie Kelly 1982 Rte 495 East Branch, and Thursday afternoons at the manse [3279 Rte 465], both at 1pm. 
Our Tuesday Bible study meets at 7pm at the home of Sheila Handrahan [Beckwith Rd] in Harcourt. 

Condolences – Prayers for strength and peace are extended to the family and friends of Steven Hutchison who passed away last Thursday. Our thoughts are with his wife Arlene as she begins her journey west to live closer to her grandchildren. As per Steven’s wishes there are no service or visitation planned.
BVFD Roast Beef Dinner – The 24th annual Fireman’s roast beef dinner will be next Saturday (April 30th) from 4-6pm. Tickets can be purchased from fire fighters or at the door.
The Richibucto River Choir Spring concert on Saturday May 7th ,Saturday @7pm hosted by St. Charles Borromé Catholic Church in St. Charles. Tickets are limited and can be purchased $10 at the door or from a choir member before. 
Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm (off for March Break). Call Tanya 785-6696
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 273 My hope is built on nothing less

BoP 404

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia [vs. 4]
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) @ Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

. 
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Mission Moments Nepal Earthquake – 1 Year When the 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck Nepal on April 25, 2015, to Saraswati Purkoti all hope was lost. The single mother lost her home and livelihood in the tragic disaster. “I was cutting grass with my son when the earth started trembling. We hugged each other, crying,” she shares. With support from PWS&D, Saraswati has been provided with seeds & tools to build a greenhouse. She is now earning a steady income as a vegetable farmer and her children no longer go to bed hungry. PWS&D, in collaboration with partners at the ACT Alliance, is helping people touched by this tragedy rebuild their livelihoods and find the strength to move forward. 
6
2

