A Christian Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch
Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
www.pccweb.ca/brpc

April 27th 2014 – Easter 1

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

& 

Call to Worship  A&D 22 You are my all in all
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 363 All hail the power of Jesus name
  BoP 237
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 16 [Pew Bible] 

1    Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge.
2    I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.”
3    As for the saints who are in the land, they are the glorious ones in whom is all my delight. 

4    The sorrows of those will increase who run after other gods.
    I will not pour out their libations of blood or take up their names on my lips.
5    LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot secure.
6    The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.
7    I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me.
8    I have set the LORD always before me.
    Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
9    Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure,
10    because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
11    You have made known to me the path of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 434 For the beauty of the earth

     BoP 98
The Sacrament of Baptism

Baptism is not of our doing or deserving. It is a sacred gift from God.  In the sacrament of Baptism the Church recognizes God's act of self-giving in Jesus Christ. We receive this gift with reverent joy, and respond in faith and obedience.
*Hear the words of the risen Christ:  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."   (Matthew 28:18-20).

In the Gospel we read, "They brought children for him to touch.  The disciples rebuked them, but when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and said to them, 'Let the children come to me; do not try to stop them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I tell you: whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.'  And he put his arms around them, laid his hands on them, and blessed them." 

(Mark 10:13-16)
The Baptism of Gage Trevor Fillmore

Who is it that comes to be baptized?

The Elder says: On behalf of St James’ Session, I would like to present Trevor & Barbara Fillmore, who are bringing their child, Gage Trevor Fillmore, for Christian baptism today.

The Minister says: Barb, Trevor, do you desire baptism for your child?

We do

Trevor & Barb, as parents, do you together affirm your faith in God, and rely on God’s love as your support for the living of your lives together and the raising of your child?

We do

Do you promise to raise your child in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ within the home and the fellowship of the church?  





We do

In presenting your child for baptism today, you are asking on his/her behalf; that him/her to be recognized as a member of Christ’s Church, and the household of faith. 

And so with this fellowship of believers, confess your faith, and affirm your call as loving parents, before God who is the most loving parent of us all.

I ask the congregation to stand, and turn to the back of your hymnbooks to number [BoP 616,] and recite the Apostle’s Creed.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of Heaven and Earth,

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

Born of the virgin Mary

Suffered under Pontius Pilot

Was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven, 

And sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;

The Holy Catholic Church; The communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body;

And the life ever lasting. Amen

To the Congregation: Do you, as members of Christ’s Church, promise to guide and nurture this child by word and deed, with love and in prayer, encouraging them to follow the way of Christ and to be a faithful member of his church?

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do.

And do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid these parents in the love they show this child, reminding and encouraging him through the promises made today, and in your service to Christ, share with Gage all the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do

To parents and the congregation: May God richly bless you and give you grace faithfully to fulfil the promises made this day.
Let us pray . . .

Loving and eternal God, for the gifts of water and your Spirit.  In the beginning, when the Spirit moved over the waters, you gave order and life to your planet earth.  In the time of Moses, you led your people out of slavery through the waters of the sea, making covenant with them in a new land.  In the fullness of time you sent Jesus Christ, who was formed in the water of a woman's womb.  In the water of Jordan, Jesus was baptized and anointed by your Holy Spirit.  In his ministry to the world, Jesus offered living water to the woman of Samaria, washed the feet of his disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all nations by water and the Spirit.  And now, with your people of all times and places, we wait with eager longing as we look for the kingdom of God, from which will flow the river of life for the healing of the nations.  Gracious God, by the gift of water and your Holy Spirit you sustain all life.  Thanks be to you, O God.  Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit you claim us and call us each by name. By the sign of this water, (the Minister may touch the water in the font) may all who receive this sacrament be cleansed from sin through the death of Jesus Christ; be raised to new life through his resurrection; and be grafted into his body, the church.   Pour out your Spirit upon Gage that he - joined together with all your people - may be a royal priesthood with Christ in his ministry to the world, live in newness of life sustained by your Word and renewed at your Table, and continue forever as a servant of Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever, AMEN.

By what name have you named this child?

The parents reply:



Gage Trevor
 The Minister, using water from the font, baptizes the child, saying, 

Gage Trevor, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you, and dwell in your heart forever.   Child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church.  Remember your baptism, and give thanks.  Be one with us in the church.

Blessing 

The Minister says, 

This new member is received by us as a charge from our Lord.  Let us bless Gage in Christ's name:  

(The Aaronic Blessing #606 BoP; #)

The Lord bless thee and keep thee; 


the Lord make his face shine upon thee,



and be gracious unto thee; 


the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee 


and give thee his peace.

The Minister returns the child to the parents. 

Rejoice and be glad, for the Lord has worked to grow this family. 

Scripture Readings: OT – Joel 2:28-32

28    “And afterward,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your old men will dream dreams,
    your young men will see visions.
29    Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
30    I will show wonders in the heavens
    and on the earth,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
31    The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.
32    And everyone who calls
    on the name of the LORD will be saved;
    for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
    there will be deliverance,
    as the LORD has said,
    among the survivors
    whom the LORD calls.
    NT – Acts 2:22-27

22“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men,£ put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25David said about him:
    “‘I saw the Lord always before me.
    Because he is at my right hand,
    I will not be shaken.
26    Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will live in hope,
27    because you will not abandon me to the grave,
    nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 248 At the dawning of salvation

 


BoP ---

At the Dawning of Salvation Nettleton
 At the dawning of salvation, in the morning of the world,

Christ is raised a living banner, by the love of God unfurled.

Through the daylight through the darkness, 

Christ leads on his great array;

All the saints and all the sinners, He has gathered on his way.

His is risen in the morning, He is risen from the dead; 

He is laughter after sadness; He is light when night has fled.

He has suffered; he has triumphed; 

Life is his alone to give: 

As He gave it once, He gives it, evermore that we might live

For the glory of salvation in the dawning Easter day,

We will praise You, loving Father; we rejoice to sing & pray.

With the Son and with the Spirit. Lead us on your great array,

Saints and sinners celebrating, your triumphant love today.

Scripture Readings: 

       

Gospel – John 20:19-31

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may£ believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. NIV

Sermon: Our sixth sense

When Jesus offered His blessing to His disciples, he was doing more than offering words of encouragement to back-up what he was going to ask them to do. They had been through a terrible trauma, to witness to Jesus mockery of a trial, to see the pain and horror of him as he was scourged and beaten and ridiculed, only to be denied by a crowd of priests, and scribes, even the very people who had celebrated his coming into the holy city. 


But Jesus was doing more than simply healing their past hurts, or helping the disciples come to terms and forgive themselves for running off, or denying Jesus as Peter had done.


 Jesus was awakening and strengthening the very powerful way that the disciples would now experience life, and renewed in them a sense that they would offer in their teaching about Jesus and their care – even to performing miracles – of God’s people. 

More than simply believing through a set of rules, or a way of doing things, the calling that is on ever life in all creation; when we are brought in the midst of life into the presence of our Creator, we are drawn into the same honing of our sixth sense.


We have our five senses: sight, smell, hearing, taste and touch. The experience of our life is through these five senses. Some philosophers believe, and I tend to agree, that we should balance life’s experiences so that no one sense is over-stimulated or otherwise overly neglected. And in coming to a good balance for experiencing life, we are then equipped with the senses and skills to grow into adulthood, but what if we completely ignored one of these senses.


By-the-way, this balancing of the senses for experiencing life does not require all the senses to be working. Someone who has lost their sense of sight, or hearing, can be come obsessive to distraction and even destruction over their lack of a sense, but what I am referring to is whether we would really be able to grow as whole person if we ignored one of our senses. I would like for us to all consider today is that we all have another sense; one we have given less attention to than we should, and one we all share: Our sixth sense.  


Now when we think about the term ‘sixth sense’, we think of all those kind of scenes in books and stories where spooky people can see into the future, or read people’s mind, or move objects with a thought or some other paranormal telekinesis, or psychic sense. We might imagine crystal balls, mediums, or some kind of necromancy or ability to communicate with the dead. But our sixth sense is far more commonplace and far more extraordinary and powerful at the same time. 


Until we start to get a grasp on our whole ability to experience life, we are always going to find it pretty hard to grow and to feel fulfilled. There is a lot we try and do to become fulfilled. We use all our other senses and abilities to try to in some way create, build, or discover our fulfillment. In the 1400s a man named Thomas A Kempis wrote: “A pure, honest, and stable spirit is not distracted by a lot of activity. He does everything to honour God and is at rest within himself. He seeks to be free from all selfishness.”


And we want our children to grow, and to feel fulfilled in their own lives. We want it for them more than we might want it for ourselves; and this is true whether they are our own flesh and blood, or those we have adopted as our children. But more than a feeling it is the very calling and purpose, in the midst of praise, it is the purpose of the church to bring that sense of purpose and completion into the lives of everyone.


But our other five senses can be very distracting, and we can get diverted from our true path in life when we forget about the other sense that God gives us; and it isn’t about predicting the future, or moving things with our minds, or ‘seeing dead people’ or whatever else comes to mind when we think about a sixth sense. Our sixth sense is something we all have, or we are all meant to have. 


It is the sense that Peter denies, even though he once showed his great strength in it and Jesus declared that based on that display he would use Peter as an example on which the whole church would be built. In our reading today Thomas can’t seem to put this sense into practice. And we might say, ‘Well if the Apostles struggled to use their sixth sense, then how can we be expected to use ours’


And then I look out to all of you and I smile. I look out to you and I have to smile because you are here, and you have used that sense today. You use that sense every time you come to church. You do not just see, and hear, and smell, touch and yes even today we taste. When we come together for worship we use what is undoubtedly our greatest sense and yet one we often forget and set aside. Today we believe. Today we have faith.


And you can sense it when God’s word brings your whole life into focus, when in the midst of praise our whole life seems to sing out  - in joy or perhaps in shame and sorrow – and we glimpse to whole love of God evident throughout our whole lives. It is like we cannot even see our own life, our whole purpose, the reason behind every scent, scene, sound, and stirring sensation that drives us from one of life’s experiences to another. 


 For all the signs of Jesus, it was this call to faith that formed these disciples from simply followers of Jesus into the leaders and initial workers of the church. And that call is on us ever now and every day. IN order to grow in life we need the church, and our shared experience of faith, as we strengthen and working to discipline our faith together, to teach our children to believe – not simple what we believed or how we believed, but better than we ever could by sharing honestly our own struggles to believe: I believe that is why the bible shares so many embarrassing stumbling by Jesus disciples, their misunderstandings and disbeliefs.

 
And so we need to go forward now, with each other m=in mind and in heart as we re-sense the world around us with our forgotten faith, and rediscover who God has called us to be in the midst of our experience of life; finding fulfillment through Christ, through faith, in the love we share in him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:

Pastoral Charge Meeting – We are looking to follow up on the discussions from earlier this month. Dates for this meeting are being explored. 

Baptism – Welcoming Gage Fillmore to our growing fellowship of faith, and his parents Trevor and Barbara who bring him for baptism. May the strength in faith shared today echo in our children future life in the church. 

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study Psalms Continuing this Wed. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

VBS – Looking to plan for early July, curriculum and craft ideas would be helpful from anyone who has interest or experience in this area
Breakfast – May 24th at St. Mark’s Hall. 8am to 11am, donations through the Ladies’ Aide for the hall and community care.
Community Food Bank - There is a need for canned meat & milk, and diaper

Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship was cancelled due to weather. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
[Luke 13:29]
Invitation to the Lord’s Table:

Jesus came into Jerusalem that he might celebrate the feast of God remembrance of his people, the Passover. But in God’s new covenant he did not pass over us to save us, but dwelt among us. 

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!
The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love, and be called away from death unto the everlasting life that is in Christ.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, it is spoken of through the gospels, and recorded for the church to not only read, but embody; for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. The faith declared in our confession of faith before baptism, and the this faith still uplifts in God’s spirit as it did his disciples who knew him in life and declared him to all people through faith. Let us, joined in faith, come to this sacrament with hearts of praise as we now pray.

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that in Jesus we must recognize that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. O God, give us the grace to carry his words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him
Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 332 O lord my God/ How great Thou art CG Bobrug
BoP ---
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the works Thy hand hath made, I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, Thy power thro’ out the universe displayed.

Chorus: Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, How great Thou art! How great Thou art! Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

When thro’ the woods and forest glades I wander, I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. Chorus
 But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, he bled and died to take away my sin. Chorus
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in humble adoration and there proclaim, ‘My God, how great Thou art!’ Chorus

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia! Alleluia [vs.2]
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings: Jeremiah 17:1-7, Psalm 95, Romans 5:1-11, John 4:5-42

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements:

Pastoral Charge Meeting – We are looking to follow up on the discussions from earlier this month. Dates for this meeting are being explored. 

Baptism – Welcoming Gage Fillmore to our growing fellowship of faith, and his parents Trevor and Barbara who bring him for baptism. May the strength in faith shared today echo in our children future life in the church. 

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study Psalms Continuing this Wed. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

VBS – Looking to plan for early July, curriculum and craft ideas would be helpful from anyone who has interest or experience in this area
Breakfast – May 24th at St. Mark’s Hall. 8am to 11am, donations through the Ladies’ Aide for the hall and community care.
Community Food Bank - There is a need for canned meat & milk, and diaper

Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship was cancelled due to weather. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Marilyn, Rose, Marie & the Leger family, Gage& family, John Allison & family, Calvin Church & family & friends of Alena MacKinley
Mission Moments HIV and AIDS education in Kenya The Presbyterian Church in Canada and the Presbyterian Church of East Africa are working together to address the issue of HIV and AIDS in Kenya. Presbyterians Sharing supports Dr. Rick Allen, who has been working with the PCEA for the past 19 years on public health issues. Each year, Rick teaches an introductory class on HIV to about 300 students at the Presbyterian University of East Africa, fulfilling the government requirement that all university students take a course on HIV. He also teaches classes on nutrition and health, and helps the PCEA run week-long workshops for pastors on HIV and AIDS. So far, almost 450 pastors have completed the course, which is designed to give ministers the skills they need when dealing with HIV in their parishes and communities. Rick’s work has helped change people’s approach to HIV and AIDS, transforming stigma and discrimination into love and support.
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