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Season of Easter – April 28th  2013
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  22 You are my all in all

You are my strength when I am weak; 

You are the treasure that I seek; You are my all in all
Seeking You as a precious jewel.
Lord, to give up I'd be a fool; You are my all in all
Chorus: Jesus, Lamb of God; Worthy is Your name
Jesus, Lamb of God; Worthy is Your name

Taking my sin, my cross, my shame
Rising up again I bless Your name; You are my all in all
When I fall down You pick me up
When I am dry You fill my cup; You are my all in all Chorus
 
You are my strength when I am weak
You are the treasure that I seek; You are my all in all
Seeking You as a precious jewel
Lord, to give up I'd be a fool; You are my all in all Chorus

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 363 All hail the power of Jesus name
  BoP 237 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 148 [BoP 668] 

1    Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the heights.
2    Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts.
3    Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.
4    Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.
5    Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.
6    He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.
7    Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps:
8    Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word:
9    Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars:
10    Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:
11    Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth:
12    Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children:
13    Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.
14    He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the LORD.
KJV

Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 434 There is a redeemer


                               handout 
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One, 
Refrain: Thank you oh my Father, For giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit, 'Til the work on Earth is done.

Jesus my Redeemer, Name above all names,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Hope for sinners slain. Refrain

When we stand in Glory, We shall see His face,
There we'll serve our God forever, In that Holy Place. Refrain



Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 3 {1-11, 12-28, 29&30}

1Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

3Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 5That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: 6And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 

7Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.
8Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. 9They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. 10Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image: 11And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 

12There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 13Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 15Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 

16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 18But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”
19Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 20And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

22Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 24Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. 25He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.

 26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 27And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.
28Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. 

29Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon.
 KJV

1King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it.
4Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: 5As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.”
7Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
8At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace.

 12But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.”
13Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”
16Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
19Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.
24Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?”
They replied, “Certainly, O king.”
25He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
26Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!”
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.
28Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 

29Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”
30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.
 Epistle – Revelation 21:1-7

1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 6And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.
KJV

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
5He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
6He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.

NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 248 At the dawning of salvation
                   handout
At the dawning of salvation, in the morning of the world;

Christ is raised, a living banner, by the love of God unfurled.

Through the daylight, through the darkness, Christ leads on his great array:

All the saints and all the sinners, He has gathered on his way.

He is risen in the morning; He is risen from the dead; 

He is laughter after sadness; He is light when night has fled.

He has suffered; he has triumphed; life is His alone to give:

As he gave it once, He gives it, evermore that we may live.

For the glory of salvation, in the dawn of (each new) day.

We will praise you, loving Father; we rejoice to sing and pray.

With the Son and with the Spirit, Lead us on your great array,

Saints and sinners, celebrating, your triumphant love today.

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 12:4-12

4And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 5But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. 6Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God? 7But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows. 8Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God: 9But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God. 10And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven. 11And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: 12For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.
KJV

4“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies£? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
8“I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. 9But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God. 10And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
11“When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”
Sermon: A fire-proof example
When I was a little boy in Sunday school at St. James in Newcastle, the teachers & my parents would tell me “Sandy, be a good boy like the big boys and girls.”

As I got older and older, I began to hear phrases “Now Sandy, be good, you are an example to the little children.”

We have - within our nature - created in the way most of us view the world - the tendency to copy each other’s behaviour. It is found throughout so much of creation, this instinct of admiration and the ability to recognize what works. As a child, if we see how Daddy gets the cookies from the cookie jar, as son observes this they also can figure out the properties of ‘lifting a lid’, ‘putting a hand into the opening’, and ‘coming out with a cookie’. And the rewards for combining these understandings are obvious and delicious.


We see nature, that sort of training being passed on through herds, so that one herd, schools, flock {however the animals are grouped} will have different habits and responses than other gatherings of the same kind of animal. 


This is true in humans also. However, in our desire to be intelligent, while we may copy another person’s behaviours initially we may try other ways of doing things in order to rule out any better way of doing it, even though we may have to admit that our spouse was right and we should have done it the right way to begin with.


The bible is this wonderful record of all the mistakes we could make. We want to live our lives well and rightly and God gives us a book that first thing gives us an example of everything in the world, in the universe being set up so that God can look over all creation and say, “That is very good.”


Then, like a gust of wind, we take all the examples of how to do things right, all the makes of things being very good, and like a gust of wind  blow that over with that poisoning selfish will that says, “I will do it my way” “My way, and only My way.” “My way or the highway.”


Some may say it is a stubborn streak of those born to live in the country. There is an old Arabic farmers saying, “The man who owns a mule has to be more stubborn than the mule in order to make it work.”


We can mix up stubbornness, with determination, and perseverance, and with pride, and with selfishness. And when we do this, we fall into a bit of a pit of self worship. We begin to celebrate our own abilities, in what we can do, in what we are smart enough to figure out, in our abilities to outsmart others. And then we set ourselves up as idols to be worshiped.


Nebuchadnezzar was not just a great warrior and conqueror. Certainly he had proved himself the greater general over – not only the Israelite armies but of the tribes and armies of nation states to the north, and east of Babylon. He was known to be charismatic, a visionary [especially to amass such in empire in a single generation], he was an excellent judge of character, and much of the first few chapters of Daniel show us that he would not endure advisors who gave bad advice. 


But like so many who come to power and authority, he fell into the trap of self worship. Kings, rulers, any authority can get caught up in being worshiped. Their crowns get bigger, their thrones become more plush, their palaces richer, and as the number of people who will bow down and worship them grows, swells and becomes more and more energetic and excited about worship them, they begin to feel as though they deserve – not simply what they have and getting – but then the greed of needing more really takes over.

Nebuchadnezzar literally has himself, or the golden image of himself, put up as a mighty statue to be worshiped. His counselors and advisors mix his sense of accomplishment [which was justified] with his own determination and perseverance, but then poison him with selfish pride, leading to arrogance and the selfish idolatry against which Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego make their stand.

It is hard to make a stand like they did. When the whole rest of the world bows down and worships and we – in our faith – are left standing. 

In the ancient world, among the Jews especially – but it is a custom among the sheiks today – one does not remove their hat – save in the security of their own home, except in worship. It is interesting that among the things that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are said to still have on when they are cast into the furnace, the bible says they still have their hats, their turbans on. In the Quaker tradition one indication of their stand against authorities of crown and court was their unwillingness to remove their hats and head coverings when standing before judges. 

We still today remove our hats on certain occasions and particular places as a show of respect. At the first Boston Bruins game after the bombing two weeks ago people were taking off their hats, and holding them to their hearts in greater numbers than is usually seen. I will also say this, that many of the worlds nations do not mention God in their national anthem, the United States is one of the few in the western developed world for which this is true.

It was true for Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego; they faced a world of opposition to their faith and practice. 

The authorities wanted them killed for their stance and for their statement of faith. But those young men, in standing for God, made a stand for their people and a faith that was being beaten and bred, tricked and torn, from God’s people. For they struggled with this since they first started appointing kings to rule them instead of the word of God through the work and service of the priests and prophets.

There is an interesting absence in this chapter of the book of Daniel. Do you notice it? IN reading through this chapter, and reading the story that we know from our Sunday school days, we often skip over what might be an uncomfortable realization. Where is Daniel?

The recent movie the bible makes an homage to this realization, that at the beginning of the chapter it says that all the advisors and rulers and courtiers of the king were called to the pay homage. ALL, does that mean Daniel too?

The actor Christopher Reeve, who we all remember for his roll as Superman, but who we truly admire for his heroic bravery after a crippling spinal injury said: “A hero is an ordinary individual who finds the strength to persevere and endure in spite of overwhelming obstacles.” So while we look at Daniel as the heroic figure in standing in his faith in God, we may also have to accept that on this occasion he just might not have done that.

I think it is a real possibility that Daniel may have begun to worship Nebuchadnezzar as not only a king, but his king, as his Lord. It can start so innocently, can’t it. We respond to honour by honouring, and Nebuchadnezzar was not the first or the last king to rule someone through first honouring them. He had won Daniel over, so it seems, but God won Daniel back. God won Daniel back by staring out from the fiery furnace, as he stood with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

You see, it is after this that Daniel made his own stands of faith and his great prophesies, that were more than just standing up for tradition. Daniel – through the fire-proof example of his three friends – had seen that God’s will is about what God is doing and has promised to do, and not just about the past and the old stories. There are Christians all around the world today making the same stand as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, as an example to the world and especially God’s people. 

Daniel would go on to stand before kings, king after king, and proclaim God will and God’s word even though it may mean he would lose prestige, that he might be thrown to lions, that he may be certainly killed. He believed in a living God; in God who tells us that the best days of faith are now and in the days and the everlasting life to come. 

So also, Jesus reminded his disciples that they would be living examples – witnesses of God’s power  in love and grace – but also, that God gives us the strength we need to both follow examples and to be an example unto others. When it is our turn to stand before the world and not bow down, to face the rule that no longer honours God, or to confront the laws that make us cheaters and thieves to each other and to the world, God will give us the words and the strength to make the same stand as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. To be cast even into the most impossible situation and to show, as they did, that God is with us. 

Can our faith be so real, so true, as to stand the fires of the world, the betrayal of even those we love and trust? It can, because of Christ Jesus we need not face the fires of hell, but we are saved from the furnace, called to glory, retored in God grace. 

Hallelujah

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Hymn Sing - May 26th 7pm at Grangeville Baptist
Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

Clairville Clean-Up day St Andrews clean up day will be will be on May 18 .
LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25 . Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event.

Spring Breakfast; St. Mark’s Hall, Bass River – A welcome to spring and everyone is welcome!! Saturday May 25th Starts 8am; Donation at the door

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. These experiences are available to all youth of the church.

Bengals Night Out – BLMS – Thanks to everyone who was able to come and support the young people, and by all accounts congratulation Bengals for putting on a terrific show!.

Fire Department Dinner – The fire department offers a special thanks to everyone who came out, enjoyed supper, and showed their support. Thanks also to our roll bakers and pie makers and the ‘team’ for their help.  

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Ashley & Brady, Savannah, Percy, Helen, Brent, Grace, Orga, Scottie, Bill, 
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   NBoP 665 Lord Jesus you shall be my song
                handout 
Lord Jesus you shall be my song as I journey
I’ll tell everybody about you wherever I go
For our life and our peace and our love is yourself
Lord Jesus you shall be my song as I journey

Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey
May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song
Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant
To carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears
For you saved me by giving your body and blood
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant

I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey
But courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side
And with all of the family you saved by your love
We’ll sing to the dawn at the end of our journey

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  25  Midst Prayers of Thanks 

‘Midst prayers of thanks our praises ring,

Before the world we gladly sing,

For we are saved by giving hands

Of Christ who died that we might stand.

Our great thanksgiving is our lives

In daily service lifted high

Souls in devotion testify

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
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Mission Moment HIV and AIDS education in Kenya - In Kenya, HIV is such a major health and socio-economic problem that it is a mandatory subject for students to take a course on HIV in university. “That’s my job”, says Dr Rick Allen, a community health physician serving the Presbyterian Church of East Africa. “The course I teach at the Presbyterian University of East Africa covers the many aspects of the HIV and AIDS issue, with a special emphasis on human rights. About 120 students take the course each trimester”. Rick is also helping with the Church’s ongoing HIV and AIDS training courses. 350 pastors took a one-week course to learn skills needed when dealing with HIV in their parishes.  Your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are helping Rick Allen to carry out God’s work in Kenya. 
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