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ORDER OF SERVICE

4th  Sunday of Easter

April 29th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements: 

Special Church Service – A celebration of God’s inspiration of the Volunteer Spirit will be hosted by St. Paul’s Anglican in Brown’s Yard on April 29th at 2pm. Rev. Sutherland will be leading in the service with Rev Cathy Laskey.
Bible Study: Each Tuesday morning at the church manse in Beersville

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Fund Raiser at St. Andrew’s Untied, Rexton – The Celtic Singers Saturday, May 19, 2012 (7pm) at the Church. Offering a program of traditional Irish, Scottish, and Welsh music as well some Nova Scotia $15.

Church Growth Workshop –We will use the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations as a guide for this workshop. Starting April 20th .

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated with service notes & bible study material.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
Call to Worship; overhead  We will glorify 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 411 Stand up and bless the Lord  

   BoP 328 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 23 [selection; BoP 624] 

1    The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2    He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3    He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4    Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5    Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6    Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
Children’s story – Loving the mean strange smelly yucky person

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 452 Jesus stand among us

     BoP 323 

Scripture Readings:


            NT – Acts 4:5-12

5And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, 6And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 7And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this? 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 9If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 10Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 11This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. 12Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

KJV

5The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and the other men of the high priest’s family. 7They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 10then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11He is
    “‘the stone you builders rejected,
    which has become the capstone.’ 

12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” NIV

       Epistle – 1 John 3:16-24

16Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 18My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 19And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.
20For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 21Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 22And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.
23And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 24And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.
KJV

16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 19This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence 20whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. 23And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 434 For the beauty of the earth
    
BoP 98

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 10:11-18 (John 13:34)

 11I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 12But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 13The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 17Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

 John 13:34A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. KJV
11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
14“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”

And also:
John 13:34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. NIV

Sermon: Who do you love?!

In chapter three, of this first letter of John, we the Church are told to love each other. John wrote this letter to help the church see who, among the many people that were coming into its midst, were truly members of the church. John told the church that it needed to be about the real work of loving each other. The church that John wrote to faced persecution from the world authorities, skepticism from religious authorities of every other religion, and it was plagued with infighting as factions of one ideology or cultural background tried to take control over. 

So John told the church to love itself; and that is not becoming self-worshipping – the church was brought together by God’s Holy Spirit to be that vessel into which love is poured, and then to have that same love be poured out into the world. There was, and it is still so very true today,  a real need to grow in the love that was shared within the fellowship of the church. The members of the church need to grow in the love they shared within and among themselves before they could go on to love the world. 


John was teaching the church how to recognize itself in a world filled with unbelievers, misbelievers and disbelievers; and in that way we should be paying attention to this message because that seems to be the kind of world we are living in too. If we want to know who in the world belongs to God, and through whom God is working to fulfill God’s purposes; and if we want to see who it is that we should be seeking out to welcome, you’ve really got  two main kinds of people to work on: we need to welcome those who are already overflowing with love, and those who desperately in need of receiving love. 


John describes the Church, the real Church, a brotherhood, a family. We should be visible to the world not by our attendance here on Sunday, but by our tendency to love one another here and everywhere.  We are to be known, not by the height of our steeples, but more truly by the heights, lengths, and depths we will go to, to love one another with a real self less love. 

John describes this very specifically. The love in our fellowship should be like Christ’s love; a selfless love, where we would go so far as to lay our lives down for each other. We don’t put ourselves over each other, we don’t make surer our own needs are met before we bother to help others, we let God set the limits and we lean on each other.

I believe the church has a hard task ahead. We have to relearn this kind of love. We have gotten into the habit of loving as the world loves; seeing to our own personal needs, our own personal spiritual growth, our own personal pains. We have become bottled up and contained, and the love we are meant to share, is shared but sealed. And we do this to try and keep that love for ourselves, sneaking doses of it when no one is looking. 

The church needs to discover how to open itself to love again. Oh, we may care for each other, and show concern for each other, but to love each other each other means being open and vulnerable to each other, dependable and willing to depend on each other. A church that does not know how to love in this way is like a building trying to stand made up of boards that are never fastened.

IN our gospel reading today Jesus talks about coming together. In our gospel reading Jesus says, “ I am the good shepherd . . .” and a shepherd is there to guide the sheep and also to protect the sheep by keeping them together. Christ brings us together, and makes us stay together, despite our tendency to wander and get into trouble. Christ Jesus says that “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.” Jesus stands between us and the dangers of this world like a shield, guarding us from everything that would tear us apart, and he took the brunt of it.

Because while we might see a world of terrors and fears, of sorrow and strife; the real dangers are in the Deceivers work; the Devil twisting our love into selfish pride, and our compassion into empty gestures. Satan’s strength is in our assumption that we have everything and that we don’t need anyone else; that we can deal with anything and everything and do not need to depend on each other. 

But I tell you what John was telling the church, that our Good Shepherd was telling the church the when it was waiting to be born into a resurrected life; whether in times of hardship and sorrow or days of incredible strength, we must be together, we must stay together, we must hold together in the storm of dangers and fears and sadness. There are real dangers to soul and to life, and the protection God gives us is his own Son, our Saviour. Saviour is not just a title, it is the reality of the cross and all it means. Saviour from our sins, shield in the face of danger, strength in our times of weakness.

And so, when Jesus preaches, teaches and tells us to love our enemy [Matthew 5:44], to forgive without ceasing [Matthew 19:21], to love one another as we love ourselves [John 13:34], and above all to love God, and to love God together as God’s people – not separately, by ourselves, but out in the open, with honesty and integrity. We need to love each other, we are commanded to love one another.

And what are the words, of Christ: “Where ever two or three are gathered in my name, there shall I also be.” When we come together in prayer, and care and in compassion, we come together in strength. When we confront the world of fears and doubts with the love we have Christ , who can stand, what can stand.

Who do you love? Do you love yourself? Because in Christ you are called to love yourself. Do you love you neighbour? Because our neighbours need to be loved, today perhaps especially, but each and every day. Do you love your enemy? Because the world needs to be confronted and addressed with love, for there is judgment coming upon all who will not abide in God’s love. And most of all, we need to recognize that the love that lives in us, and flows out from this place is God’s love; and we most love the Lord our God with all that we are, and everything we do.

To step outside of that love is a danger we need not face, and to be content to let others go through life without sharing in that love from God is to cheapen the love we are meant to share here, with each other, and with everyone who serves and hopes and dreams and wants to believe. 

Who do you love? For God loves you, loves you so much that his one and only Son suffered and died in order that we might always abide in love, not only here but forever, here and in heaven.    

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Brad Young & Ava; and still idol tongues, and quiet our hearts to face this tragedy with love and compassion; praying for Tyler, for Wendy, for Sandra, and for our communities that are hurt by this tragedy.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 665 Lord Jesus you shall be my song

Benediction 

Dismissal: Alleluia, Alleluia
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moments 
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Presbyterians Sharing: Making mission and ministry happen!

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are making mission and ministry happen in Canada and around the world. Together, we share in a wide range of ministries – supporting inner city, native, refugee, urban, remote and chaplaincy ministries in Canada; starting new churches; equipping congregations and leaders; and sending mission personnel to work with international partners. Our gifts help share the good news of the gospel; they are making a difference! 

Water in Malawi In rural Malawi, 90% of the population does not have access to clean water—an issue Justin Zauya struggled with as the headman for his village. People in his village traveled long distances to collect water and regularly drank from an unclean stream that ran nearby. “We are very thankful to PWS&D for providing us with a borehole to access safe drinking water,” Justin says. “This borehole is not only benefiting 175 households in my village, but also other households from surrounding villages.” The new borehole had a dramatic impact, improving the health and quality of life for all. Your ongoing support of PW&SD helps build healthier communities in Malawi and around the world. Thank you!
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