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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Members classes meet at Connie Agnew’s (10 Child’s Creek) come be a part of the conversation. Materials are available from Sandy upon request, and will be on our website soon. 
Fellowship Potluck – Thanks for everyone who came out. We are looking forward to our early summer gathering at the end of may, beginning of June. Maundy Thursday – April 13th 5pm, hosted again at the Anglican Church Hall in Brown’s Yard. After the meal we are invited to a prayer service at St Paul’s. There is no charge for the meal. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated.  

Good Friday – Held at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River 7pm.

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as part of the regular worship services on Palm Sunday (April 9th) and Easter Sunday (April 16th)

Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter (April 19th). Remembering the fellowship of the past, all are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Men’s Breakfast – Next Saturday (April 8th) from 8:30am to 9:30am at Grangeville Baptist. Men of all ages are welcome.

BLMS – Breakfast & Yard Sale – April 8th from 8am - 1

Bengals Night Out -  April 11th – 13th $8 adults, $5 for 12 & under
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 21 We will glorify

We will glorify the King of Kings; We will glorify the Lamb,

We will glorify the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.

Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty; We will bow before His throne,

We will worship Him in righteousness; We will worship Him alone.

He is Lord of heaven, Lord of earth; He is Lord of all who live,

He is Lord above the universe; All praise to Him we give.

Hallelujah to the King of Kings; Hallelujah to the Lamb.

Hallelujah to the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 230 When morning gilds the skies
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 130 [Pew Bible] 



1    Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
2    O Lord, hear my voice.
    Let your ears be attentive
    to my cry for mercy.
3    If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,
    O Lord, who could stand?
4    But with you there is forgiveness;
    therefore you are feared.
5    I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
    and in his word I put my hope.
6    My soul waits for the Lord
    more than watchmen wait for the morning,
    more than watchmen wait for the morning.
7    O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,
    for with the LORD is unfailing love
    and with him is full redemption.
8    He himself will redeem Israel
    from all their sins.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 323 Jesus, stand among us  
Scripture Readings:     OT – Ezekiel 37:1-14

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath£ enter you, and you will come to life. 6I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.
11Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’”

                              Epistle – Romans 8:6-11

 6The mind of sinful man£ is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful mind£ is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.
9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 61 I love to tell the story
Scripture Readings: Gospel – John 11:1-45

1Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. 3So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
4When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.
7Then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”
8“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?”
9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world’s light. 10It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light.”
11After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”
12His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.
14So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
16Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Bethany was less than two miles£ from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
27“Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ,£ the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”
28And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.
32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34“Where have you laid him?” he asked.
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
35Jesus wept.
36Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said.
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”
40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”
41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. 
Sermon: Death’s End

After dying in a car crash, three friends go to Heaven for orientation.
 

They were all asked the same question: “When you are in the casket, friends and family are mourning over you, what would you like to hear them say about you?”
 

The first guy immediately responds, “I would like to hear them say that I was one of the greatest doctors of my time and a great man.”
 

The second guy says, “I would like to hear them say that I was a wonderful husband and school teacher who made a huge difference in our children of tomorrow.”
 

The last guy thinks a minute and replies, “I’d like to hear them say…LOOK! HE’S MOVING!!!”
Death is not something we usually joke about. Even though people may say – perhaps in joking – ‘haha! I laugh in the face of death!” We don’t often actually do that.

When confronted by the limits of life we often do anything but laugh. 

The sermons over the past few weeks have shared many of the miracles of Jesus. Water to wine, healing the sick, and last week we spoke of the confrontation between the man born blind and the Pharisees of the Sanhedrin after Jesus healed him on the Sabbath. 

We welcome the stories of these sorts of miracles because those at least are somewhat safe territory. Sure, any one of us with a wine kit can turn water into wine, but Jesus miracles – though not really explainable are in our safe territory. 

But raising the dead is not safe territory. Jokes can be made when you are left guessing, but death is not meant to leave us guessing, that is why the horror genre of writing and movie is SO horrific, and the closer to real it seems the more frightening it comes across. Death is supposed to stay dead, no matter how much we miss those who die, death is supposed to be certain. 

 As the elderly man lay dying in his bed, death’s agony was suddenly pushed aside as he smelled the aroma of his favourite homemade chocolate chip cookies wafting up the stairs.
 

Gathering his remaining strength, he lifted himself from the bed. Leaning against the wall, he slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with intense concentration, supported himself down the stairs, gripping the railing with both hands. In laboured breath, he leaned against the doorframe, gazing wide-eyed into the kitchen.
 

There, spread upon the newspapers on the kitchen table, were literally
HUNDREDS of his favourite chocolate chip cookies! Was I heaven? Or was it
one final act of heroic love from his devoted wife, seeing to it that he left
this world a happy man?
 

Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself toward the table, landing on his knees in a rumpled posture, one hand on the edge of the table. The aged and withering hand quivering, made its way to a cookie near the edge of the table; feeling the warm soft dough actually made the pain of his bones subside for a moment. His parched lips parted; the wondrous taste of cookies was already in his mouth; seemingly bringing him back to life.
 

He reached for another cookie. What then, was this sudden stinging that caused his hand to recoil? He looked to see his wife, still holding a spatula she has just used to smack his hand.
 

“Stay out of those cookies!’ she said, “They’re for your funeral!”

I like that story and I have used it before. It helps us understand what we are seeking in the face of death. When we speak of heaven, we speak of God’s grace. In the joke the man thinks heaven is a kitchen full of cookies – in such an instance we might all tell ourselves to enjoy such a heaven while we are living. 

But, when death is certain – when death is occurred – images of heaven, like ‘the perfect fishing hole’, the reunion with loved ones, the donning of white robes and the other images of heaven help for a while, but they don’t really explain why we need to have this life end. 

During Jesus ministry he was asked about the kingdom of God by his disciples and the crowds listened in. During the Apostle Paul’s ministry and through his letters the conversations often came around to the subject of death. Both Jesus and Paul explain and display that death is not the end we think it is. There is an assurance that not only is heaven waiting for us, but that God has complete control over death. Death is not the purview of the devil, God transforms death from something we need to be wary – even afraid of – into something to be looked beyond, as we may see a window  or a door; a veil, and a thin one that separates our experience that we can share openly here and the unknown, that is made known through Christ and Christ Jesus’ resurrection as our perfection. 


We can’t end death ourselves, but through Christ we are offered an end to death’s power, and the fear of death is nothing to be feared in the light of the resurrection.


So, Ezekiel was told in his vision to speak to God’s people in their desolation and fear – a kind of death we may all experience, especially those who have battled depression – for the ministry of God has always been to bring us back from the brink of falling into the pit of sin and the REAL death – which is being separated from God. 


That is the real picture of heaven: Not crowns and our glory, but fellowship and God’s glory. Heaven is being close to God. Everlasting life is a connection to God that cannot be severed, not by our will, not by our past mistakes; so that joy never has an end; therefore Revelation and the song it inspires says, where ‘there is no sadness, no sorrow, no trouble’. 


Death’s end is in Christ Jesus. It is in our faith in him that we are caught up in his resurrection, and that was true for Lazarus as it is for us. “Ah, but Sandy, Lazarus died before Jesus was crucified.” “Jesus performed the miracle and then went to the cross and then to the tomb and then rose from the dead.” How then can I say that Lazarus is caught up in Christ’s ressurection? What about Noah and Moses and Ruth and Abraham and Sarah, and all of those old testament people, does that mean they are caught up in the ressurection too?


A lot of us focus on time as it proceeds from the life and death of Jesus. Our calendar certainly reflects that. approximently 2017 years ago Jesus was born and somewhere in a 33 year span he lived and died and rose again, and the church has followed. But Jesus is more than just someone that a religion followed, Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God, the redeemer of all creation [not just this planet butt he cosmos. Not just our time, but all time, all of existence. That means no matter how far back you can go in history to the very spark of creation – when God said let their be light ‘ Big Bang” and their was light, or to its end – when all the universe, multiverse and any other-verses all implode, explode and cease to be. Jesus the Christ is over all.; As he was in the beginning is now and ever shall be. 


Where can death stand in the midst of that. And the real miracle is not even that Jesus could tell Lazarus to come out of the tomb, it is that all it takes is faith to share in the same miracle, not just for now and not as some escape hatch from our own mortality, but as the opened door to peace, grace joy and a never-ending relationship with God, and all joined to God through faith, in God’s love.


Death. Death may be something we find it hard to joke about, but we do need to fear death. We can look past death, even live past death, even now – in our faith. Today in this worship and all it inspires in our lives, we are invited to live life as if we were in heaven. To be raised up from being a pile of old bones, to being God’s rejoicing people.


And so, may God be ever praised. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Robbie, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Pamela, Paul, Vincent, Juanita, Clyde & the Wry family, Peter & his family, upcoming Alpha program

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 73 To God be the Glory
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted like Lord Jesus
[tune Westridge BoP 411]

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

But follow the way.

Not to hold the world by power,

Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord,

All day and night.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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  Mission Moments:  World Health Day (April 7) “I was happy and relieved that my disease was diagnosed and that it was curable!” The gratitude Sher felt after getting answers to his health concerns and medicine to treat his leprosy is inspiring. But the road to recovery had an uncertain start. In an effort to heal a mysterious lesion on his foot, Sher tried a variety of herbal remedies. But the wound continued to fester. “I was in distress. I knew something was wrong.” Sher was referred to a Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported clinic in Nepal where he was finally diagnosed. Though anxious at first, health workers comforted Sher and explained his treatment options. Now cured—and equipped with the knowledge and support to build a healthy future—Sher has peace of mind.  
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